; 8 7 by n 


The Walk of Farrk. 


By W. RO MAIN EN M. A. 


Rector of St. Andrew: Wardrobe and St. Ann Black- 
Friars, _ 2 of St. Dunſtan's in the Wet. 


P Xe % 


* Walk bunb)y "bs 7 H 45 E 0 D. 
. "Micah vi. 8. 


Printed for C. Iron aw, Bookleller, under 
Dick's Coffee-Houſe, in Skinner - Roo. | 
M zDCCLEXUT, 


— 


— 


4 _ 
: * 
- 
Fo * 
* 
* 
= ad + Wh 
. — 
% I» 1 
% * 1 


* * 


* f AE LAS, 


kak A en > nat 2 


* "5 


" 3 * 13 "P We "= * ah ; - — — 5 — CEE IG <a — _ — 
17 7 1 mw Ty) N 425 9 3 * * » * — — — * 
by 7 pf . * E : 1 * * * 8 5 2 8 p * A , 
: . * 1 * ; » 4 - 4 "EE 
” ” " 4 * q * * *% 
: 5 0 | : * | 
* 25 VIE 4 . 4 
% . * . 
5 9 
— 
* - A 
- * 
* 
% " 
' * 
* ws * 
„ . „r - 
7 1 
Z 0 4 » ; ; } * * 
4 / . — 2 
» , * * 1 
— 
U 6 : 
* 
. i 
Sn * —_— * N 
9 7 — * 
R — * I - A I 8 
= i % 
97 V1 — — 9 Nr * «4 
* 5 8 F *$, FF 1 
7 % * { 5 2 2 _ 
* * ow” * - * 
*. p 9 3 - ö « 
- C * 
— 
a 1 4 4 7 » * 
(4 - 
> \ 
— _ 
? * 
- 4 
- * 
„ 
— 1 = 


— 
7 "3 : . 3 Ws! 
- +. 4 * * - — 4 Fe, - 1 
FEA 4 © 8 9 
e r F % var 
S r k ; Wa 5, LT» \ 1-6... #*: 4 * 
S - 4 . F * > Fi * 
PL - 2 uh» 7 | 0 - 1 
* Wat 4 — ho % "Im 8 0 % ka 8 5 . 4 
'S — . d * 0 ad 5 4 1 '4 s 1 
* * 4 ' 
Y ** 
i 
KO & Nr * * J 
* 


„„ En 15 V 
HE believer goes on bis” way rejoicing - þ 
in Cold 5h 4889.93 | 


ee 1 . 4 g 2 


— o fag * 
A > - 5 5 RY. 6 © 4 i 1 
a+ 4 A. ? * - 3. 1 \ ET 7 3 2 
1 * Fan. * j * Ne C 4% A - 7 * 6 ISS * 5 . 4 „ 
* 47 
* * 180 
"I 7 5 * 2 * F 17 
x. a ; a „ a : 2 1 4 
1 * 


; 
me PEER hos LG, Es 


& A . lp F * * 1 5 246 " . . f 9 i 5 
F , 
; of 
* 


+ * #8 93 wi ; 847 vs . - Eh 2 1 
1 *. 8 ka * , "M4 8,4 m * 4 $3. * 3 1 . W 2 PF 


a 4 — = * 
* 1 1 
1 2 J | | | , 
«ks oy 1 uf * 8 1 . , - - >, 2 . 
Abs 5 X. A n © 
+ 0 0 * \ - : 2 2 
ha = * % N : "Re. | p 
£ 7 * » * why 4 7 g 5 70 . 1 


* 


7 be believer exerciſed FR the ama cro, 4 


carries it with. Patience, and finds it a great - 4 
help 7 to bim in bis walk beaven ward. 


* 
* 
» 
* 
Wa 
bs 
5 
3 


4 „ : f 8 3 * 3 
* . * * 2 - © \ S * 
1 o $ 7 , * . "+ * ; As 7 7 * 4 — % * — 
0 — * » ? 3 3 ö , * 4 ; 1 + 4 * | N : 1 1 . 4 7 
1 0 ; >. 7 — \ 
| | | | e 2. 5 55 | | | : | E | 
. A F - 0 . 
'S þ ; 8 - 3 e . : ' * 
. . we” * x 4 : . ; & 
* >, Oat 1 ; N 
1 > . od * . : 
Y 


4 
. 1 - 


. * . irs th with the inward - eraſe | 


learns to walk bumbly with bis Grd 121 
5 Que og ad 7” 
ZM od PR I, 1 


< z E 
* 4 
#7 — — # RS 3-5 g 
7 N b x 44 FOUL ; 2 4 
"| * . 0 7 * 3 1 L 
1 — 1 0 3 $43 5 n 3 


1 eee 


— — 2 1 nt v WARS IA 4 a0 ite. n ee 


. PI 4 OE a9 the 4. / 


3E 
The 8 fiehrothe good fight of „ ith, and 
*-goes} 1h ; conguring, and to" conquer” 185 


'% . * 


= - > 


e A M 
8 +47; ze bel nurc hes on figbling the' 20 
e faith, and daily gains viftory over tbe 


1 world 17 1 hd 875 . 5 174 c 


4. 
+ 
mY * * 8 5 * 
” ; . "I * — 


4 N e H 


"TAE: 5 1 LETS 


* 


hs marches en refifing and 1 a £2 
„ coming the wiles and the afſaults of rhe my 


3 


EF? = , * * 
% . ; 1 * 1 
1 0 
25 


2 


8 4 : * : 
i Boy byte Th 7 ' ER —— 
* a 4 1 v1 - py 18 KF? 4 N * * 6 x : F * 
. 8 1 . XIV. 5 
7 4 * * * ge *. 7 7 
X 41 . . 66h de — 8 0 — 
wi 9 . : 1 g f 8 ; "4 5 22 98 Ars 


| - 4 are- 5 5 1 3 15 — . | 1 25 1 


5 = 8 P n . * 8 8 £ * ; + 4 $ * 
0 - { 1 MN 4 N : N * e * . N 4 1 * g* C * L * WF * * H mat 4 * * 2 1 7 44 „ A o ö * L * : * - 
1 1 \ » \ + * 4 — * 1 7 z K * N * . p 73 * f 4, 5 3 I IS # YN : » 4 ; £ 2 — 2 Sy 3 , 


— 


— 2h. cet 4 PET « 


* 
7 


24 * 
>. 


D 


4X 


- 
* 
: : is 'F : 
4 : + . 
e 8 F 
: ©. J 
1 X | 7 : ; 
— — 
» " 5 
. 7 7 — % — 
* . * \, u . „ . 1 « 4 * Y 4 p „ * 5 
— , . 7 oy : * . 
:t 4 1 4 " * 4 
F xy * I : J . „ 0 | 5 * — _ py + i ” 4 4 F 
27 „ 7 4 . 1 5 2 
ys oe * | , 5 a , 4 4 
Y 2 . > " . L 4 
N 4 4 N 4 od * d _ 
i 1 | f 705 
* By 1 j f , = PL N 4 5 
| 0 FIR > # 4 . 7 * . 4 * 4 7 * . 
1 8 A «A * 


CHAP. vnn. 


. belive Py on 1. way rejoicing in ce 2 


AP ey. is the man, to hag it is 


Son, and it is the } 
therefore he loves God, - becauſe God firſt 


loved him. In, the enjoyment of this love he 
finds his 3 begun. By the ſame Spirit, 


who manifeſted it a med it abroad in his 
heart, he is kept ſeeking for more diſcoveries 


r every inted means he waits. 
55 As the hart panteth _ the water-brooks, 


ELIE Fn 


given on the behalf of Chriſt to be- 
1 lieve. He has the bleſſing of peace. 
Hel is reconciled to God through faith in the 
blood of Jeſus: And he is freely juſtified 
through faith in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. - 


The Father has accept him in his beloved 
his ſoul to know it; 
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1 
ſo panteth his ſoul after more of the preſence 
of God, and of the light of his loving coun- 
tenance. Having a command — Seek ye my 
chief view in obedience is to behold the face 
ol the Lord turned to him in love. He 
wants fellowſhip with God in duty, which 
highly ennobles and alſo endears it to him. 
He performs it in faith, and in a free ſpirit. 
He goes to it, as a beloved child to moſt. 
loving parent: and his heavenly Father 
meets him in it, receives him graciouſly, 
ſpeaks to his heart, and makes him ſenſible, 
that he can deny him no manner 1 
which is good. Hence the ways of duty be-. 
come ways of pleaſantneſs. Thefarther he ad- 
vances in them, and the more ſpiritual he 
grows in the performance of them, he finds 
clearer communications of his Father's grace 
and love, which ſtill increaſe his joy, and at- 
ford him furer earneſts, and happier foretaſtes 
of joy unſpeakable and full of glor x. 
As for the ungodly it is not fo with them. 
They are always ſeeking, after joy. They 
are buſy, and weary themſelves in the pur- 
uit of it, but they cannot find it. While 
they are turned in heart from the Lord, they 
look downwards for it; where it is not. 
They expect it will ſpring out of the ground? 
and if they cannot diſcover it upon the für- 
face, they will dig into the bowels of the 3 
earth for treaſures of hidden joy. But they 


* 
211 : * 
af — 


. 3 -} 
diuie e in vain, It is the ſove- 
reign decree of the Almighty, that nothing 
can make a ſinner truly happy but God in 
Chriſt; this they will not believe; and 
therefore they go from creature to creature, 
from object to object, enquiring, Where is 

the beſt 30 to be found Each promiſes | 
them—it is in me. But cach diſappoints *"W 
them. And yet they go on, ſeeking it to 1 
day, in that very thing, which deluded them 
yeſterday y. Yea, their fooliſh hearts are will- 
ingly deluded.. They love to be purſuing 

what it is impoſſible they ſhould attain, I 

after many trials they find the emptineſs of 

one creature comfort, then they turn to an- 

other. And they will try the whole compaſs 
of beings: and things, and will at laſt die in 

the trial, rather than ſeek for joy, where it is 

holy, perfect, and everlaſting. 
I] he believer is ſaved ae this vain pur- ; 

ſait. He has been convinced of the inſuf- 

ficiency of the creature to make him happy. 

He has ſeen an end of all perfeQion in it. 

He can ſay with the preacher, © Vanity of 

* vanines, all is vanity''—all is changeable 

and imperfe& under the ſun : for the whole - 
world lieth in wickedneſs and under the 

curſe. Deeply ſeaſible of his error in having 2 
|| fought for joy in the way of deſtruction, he ; 
do ſeeks it in the living God. Here he 
comes to the ſupreme good, the ſpring-head 
of true Joy + and the ſtreams which he re- 

he ceives 75 


1 £81 
eeives from thence are always i in proportion 
to his faith. If this be ſtrong, there is great 
y in the foul.. If this be weak, joy is at a 
1 ebb. The effect is according to the 
cauſe Which produces it. Joy in God is the 
effect of faith; according to the apoſtle's 
Prayer, Now the God of hope fill you 
508; with all joy in believing.” There is a 
Preſent fulneſs of joy, which we have by be- 
lieving, as there is a future fulneſs of Joy, 
which we ſhall have by ſenſe. So that joy 
riſes as believing does—fulneſs of believing 
brings in ALL. joy—preſent - enjoyment in- 
- creaſing as the title, to future is clear. The 
preſent is the divine pledge of the future, and 
is therefore given us, that by believing we 
may now rejoice in the Lord, and be god, in 
5 the God of our ſalvation. 3 
From hence it appears, how: neceſſary i it is 
11 to the believer's walking in joy, that his un- 
derſtanding ſnould be clearly enlightened with 
the knowledge of the doctrines of grace, and 
that his heart ſhould be.eſtabliſhed in the be- 
lief of them. Thou canſt not, O my foul, re- 
view them too much, nor meditate upon them 
too long: for they enter into the very efſence 
of all true joy. Study the goſpel method of 
- making reconciliation for iniquity, which 
was the work of Immanuel, and of recon- 
ciling man to God, which is the work of the 
holy Spirit. Has he done this in thee, and 


art ad eien to l ? 1* thy oohidietce 
„ 


at peace, is thine heart happy through faith 
in the atonement and righteouſneſs of thy 
Saviour? art thou ſatisfied of thy perfect ac- 
ceptance in the beloved? Doſt thou therefore 
obey thy Father out of gratitude, and go 


to duty to meet him, and to have fellowſhip 
with him in his love, and to glorify him for it? 


Doſt thou find his preſence ? Is he with thee 
in all means, and art thou ſeeking in them 
for nearer and more intimate communion 


with him? Since this is thy caſe, what return 


wilt thou make for ſuch ineſtimable favours? 


Surely, thou wilt be glad in the Lord, and 


wilt rejoice in the God of thy ſalvation, Being 
at pegce with him, and a partaker of his love 
waiting for the eſtabliſſiing of this peace and 
love in the way of obedience, and expecting 
more communion with thy God in the way of 
duty, who can have greater reaſon to rejoice? 
A ſaved ſinner, delivered by mere grace from 


Wrath and hell, entitled to all ſpiritual bleſ- 


ſings in Chriſt Jeſus, and already admitted to 
partake of them, may ſing and make melody 

in his heart all the way to heaven. And yet 
alas! how often art thou, O my ſoul, in 


heavineſs, walking in diſtreſs, and caſt down, 1 
as if thy hope of rejoicing was in vain? And 


this is not thy caſe alone. It is too common; 
How. many of God's children ſpend their 
days in a mournful frame, and ſeem to for- 


be their high calling and undoubted title to 
the. 


| the ingratitude of this behaviour, and may 
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the goſpel motives to rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways be the means of ſaving thee from an 
unthankful and mournful tempe. 
Firſt obſerve, he requires it of thee, The 
ſcripture ſpeaks much of the holy joy of be- 
lievers, and calls for it. They are in duty 
bound to be glad in their God, as much as to 
pray to him: For he is always beſtowing 
mercies upon them, which demand their 
everlaſting tribute of thanks; and they can- 
not be thankful without being joyful. How . 
cloſely were - theſe two united in the holy 
pſalmiſt ? None ever more famous for praiſ- 
ing God, or for rejoicing in God. What he 
felt himſelf he often exhorts the redgemed 
to experience : © Rejoice in the Lord, Oye 
* righteous; for praiſe is comely for the up- 
right: Light is ſown for the righteous, 
and gladneſs for the upright in heart: Re- 
joice in the Lord all ye righteous, and 
e give thanks at the remembrance of his 
«holineſs :'? Remember his righteouſneſs 
and holineſs, how great they are, and how 
great the grace is, which has found out a 
way to make you righteous and holy: Re- 
member thoſe bleſſings with faith, and your 
hearts will be glad, and your mouth will 
praiſe God with joyful lips. What a ſenſe 
had the prophet of thoſe bleſſings, When he 
broke forth into this acknowledgment? © I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul 
E fhall be joyful in my God: for he hath _ 
„ | ede elpathed 


— — = — - : 
3 — — — — > 
15 


4 


* 
1 
4 
F 
" 
: 
+ 
j 
1} 
' 
. 
4 N 
0 6 
1 1 : 6 
; 13 
£ 1 14 
b 
o 
*, | 
i, 
pf 2 
* Th 
if 4 
= 
3 
1 
! 
if 
_— - 
i 
i 
4 
87 
7 
oY 
7 4 
11 
iy 
”! 
* 
- - 
f 
ty 
9 1 
$414 
14 
714 
#1 
ns 
4 
11 
1. 
| 
1 
14 
* 
A 
" 
. 
g 
* 
a 


| 
4 
l 


2 
a 
_—— = 
4 hw <4 + 
* . * 
* 


——ů —— 
N * 


hs — — — — — 
—— oe. 
ba ph; 


—.— ies 1 v . < * ("FI 
- . BD rue, 
= : 


„Lag 
4 cloathed me with the garments of ſalva- 
8 tion, he hath covered me with the robe 
of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom deck- 
„ eth himſelf with ornaments, and as a 
e bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels.” 
Theſe are the wedding garments, with. which 
the heavenly bridegroom adorns. his church, 
and in which he introduces her to the eter- 
nal banquet of love. Bleſſed are they who 
are called to the marriage ſupper of the 
lamb. Bleſſed are they indeed: for they 
are arrayed in royal robes ; their ſouls are al 
glorious with, the beauties of Immanuel, 
with his divine righteouſneſs and matchleſs 
graces. They have reaſon now to rejoice 
greatly: For they ſhall ſoon come to Sion 
with ſongs, | and everlaſting joy upon their 
heads: they ſhall obtain joy and gladnels, 
and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall fly away for 
ever. Theſe ſcriptures prove evidently, 
that believers are called upon to rejoice : It 
4 their bounden duty to be glad in their 
God, for they are not living like his chil⸗ 
dren, and making up their happigeſs i in their 
Father's love, unleſs they are r . in his 
rich and everlaſting bleſſings 5 
abu Joy ariſes 1 — the ſenſe of 
ſome. Joy in God ariſes from the 
ſenſe ot . being our chief good, and of 
our intereſt in him. And this is the joy of 
faith: Which 1 is not in the leaſt like the 
light frot othy TY, of the. nya, nor the 
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N | U 10 ] 
wanton mirth of the unthinking multitude. 
It is not drawn as worldly joy is, from vain 
1 things, but from the word of God, 
which ſtandeth faſt for ever. It ſprings 
from the revelation of grace and mercy in 
Jeſus, and from giving credit to it. Whe- 
ever honours its teſtimony, as the truth of 
God, will be convinced, that he truſting to 
the atonement of Jeſus Thall never periſn, 
and truſting to the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
ſnall have everlaſting life. Hence come joy 
and peace in believing. The (conſcience is 
teconciled to God, and is at peace. The 
heart is made ſenſible of the love of God, 
und rejoices in him. This was the experi- 
ence of the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael in te 
xxxiii Plalßm: Our heart ſhall "rejoice in 
« the Lord, BECavsE We have truſted in his 
* holy name.” This is a good reaſon. 
Whoever truſts in God will certainly rejoice 
in God: For by truſting in his word, and 
by depending upon his faithfulneſs, he can- 
not be diſappointed of the good things which 
God has promiſed. We have an inſtance of 
this in a tremibling deſpairing ſinner, who 
had drawn his dagger, and was plunging it 
into his heart. In that moment he heard of 
Jeſus. It was given him to feel his want 
fa Saviour —Sirs, fays he to Paul and Silas, 
| Mat müft do to be faved ? Andi they faid, 
Believe in the name the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſtralt be ſaved and thy houſe. And 
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I 
they preached unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were inchis houſe. And 
he took them the ſame hour of the night, 
and waſhed their ſtripes, and was baptiſed, 
he and all his ſtraightway. And when he 
had brought them into . houſe, he ſet 
meat before them, and x EIOICED BELLEV= 
ING. O what a happy change was here, 
and made by believing ! The: ſelf-murderer 
forgets his bloody deſign, and drops his 
dagger. He hears of a Sk and believes, 
His black deſpair gives Way to ſweet peace 
in God. His miſery ends in the knowledge 
of a joyful ſalvation. How bleſſed are they | 
that believe! God has pronounced them, 
and God will make them bleſſed. There is 
no miſery deſerved, but by faith they are 
ſaved from it; and no good promiſed, but 
by faith they may now enjoy it: They have 
therefore all the reaſon to rejoice, that any 
ſon can have on this ſide of heaven. For 
Third ly. This joy is diſtinguiſhed from 
the vain joy of the world, by its author. It 
is the gift of God. It is one of the graces 
of the stein of God. St. Paul ſays, The 
* fruit of the Spirit is love, } Joy, &c. „love 
to God, and then rejoicing in God. When 
the Spirit of adoption enters into any heart, 
he manifeſts by believing the love of the 
Father, and thereby excites in it holy joy. 
He comes to make the ſoul happy in its re- 
turn to God, It is * very end for which 
2 £ he 
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he is ſent hovers the Father and the Son, and 
therefore it is called the joy of the holy 
Shoſt. It is his fruit, produced by his in- 
fluence, and kept by his power. It is like 
himſelf, of a ſpiritual and heavenly: nature--- 
a pure affeftion—in- all goodneſs, and righ- 
teouſneſs, and truth. He refines it from 
creature delight, and exalts it above ſenſual 
leaſure: For it is the reſult of nearneſs to 
God, and the effect of fellowſhip with him: . 
Which is 1 
| Fourthly, Another bleſſed ingredient in 
the Joy of believers. It has God for its 
object. It is joy in God, as their God, their 
ſupreme good, known, believed in, and en- 
Joyed. The holy Spirit has conſecrated their 
hearts for fellowſhip' with him. He has 
brought a free pardon for paſt apoſtacy, and 
full power to dethrone creature-love : And 
he abides in their hearts to ſubdue it. He 
enlightens their underſtandings to ſee the 
vanity -of the creature, and the fulneſs of 
| God, and he enables them to reject every 
thing, that promiſes them happineſs, if they 
cannot enjoy God in it. Thus he keeps their 
hearts chaſte and fixed upon God. Their 
joy becomes ſimple, as their faith is: For 
this looks at the finiſned ſalvation, and reſt- 
ing intirely upon it ſees God perfectly recon- 
ciled; thereby it lays a ſure foundation for 
their joy in God : Becauſe they now know 


him by faith to be their God, and can ſee 
5 their 


. „ I 
their intereſt in all the bleſlings of his love 
in Jeſus. This is the fountain head of joy, 


from whence flow rivers of pleaſure for 


evermore. The nearer they live to the 


fountain head, the more communion they 
have with God: Their hearts become purer 


and holier, and their Joys are more ſpiritual f 


and hęavenly. 


This is the only. remedy. for the miſeries, | 
with which the world. abounds. Men are 


uneaſy : ſeek for joy: and cannot find it: 


becauſe they ſeek where it is not. They go 


to broken cifterns, which cannot hold it. 


ſtill go on, ſpending their days in this vain 
Fa uit. They do not attain any true joy. 


A are diſappointed, and wonder. But 


— 


flies from them, and at laſt they tie down 


in ſorrow. What thanks == art thou + 


bound, O my ſoul, to return unto thy God, 


who haſt ſaved thee from this delufion ! | 


What a mercy is it, that thou haſt been led 


. 
— * 1 


to the fountain of joy! O live near it, and 
from it derive all thy ſtreams. Seek them 
all in God. And ſeek them in faith upon 
the warrant of the divine promiſe. He has 


ſaid, The meek ſhall increaſe their joy in 
© the Lord” they ſhall have it arid in- 


_ creaſe it. The more meek and lowly thou 
art, the more wilt thou be joyful in God. 


Pray then for growing humility, that thou 


mayeſt experience the ſweetneſs of this ſcrip- 


dünn e Rejoice in the Lord always, and 
„„ 3" O_ 
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again I fay, rejoice” there is always mat- 

ter of joy in the Lord, What a fulneſs did 
he find, who teſtifies of it thus My joy 


mall be in the Lord God is the gladneſs 


“ of my joy —all my ſprings are in thee 
« for thou art my exceeding joy.“ Happy 
prince! All his ſprings came from God, and 
led him to God. He did not draw his hap- 


pineſs from the brooks, but from the foun- 


tain. The brooks dry up, but the fountain 


cannot. He did not rejoice in his crown 


and dignrtty, in his victories and treafures, or 
in any worldiy good. He enjoyed God in 


| them, who was the joy of his heart. He 


only valued the gifts, for the ſake of the 


giver: for he made uſe of them by faith; 


and then they were the means of bringing 


him near to God, and of keeping up cm- 
munion with God. Whatever does this is a 


great bleffing. And every thing ſhould d' 
tltis to 4 befiever. While he Hives Rhe a 
child of God, he exerciſes His faith for fpiri- 
tuals and temporals; and his keavenly Fa- 
ther bleſſes him according to his word, 
wherein he hath-caufed him to put his truſt, 
and gives him continual matter for joy and 
thaakfalnes, 2 15 5 


FT his is the portion of the Lord's people. 


He has entailed it on them. It comes to 
them by inheritance. And thou art, O my 

foul, to make uſe of it. Thy duty and in- 
tereſt call upon thee to enjoy much Tay 5 


Thy g atitude. for the exceeding great mer- 
cies of the Father's love cannot be ſo pro- 
We as by rejpicing, in him: for the 
thank ful heart cannot but be joyful. It feels 
happy in God. My meditation of him, ſays 
a grateful, ſoul, ſhall be ſweet, I will be glad 
in the Lord, This is a juſt tribute, which, 
the Father. expeQs, and which the holy Spi- 
rit enables his. children to netugn, him. 
„ Bleed. is the people that know the joyful 
„und, they hall walk, O Lord, in the 
** light, of thy countenange: iN THY NAME | 
* ſhall they tejoice all the day, and; in, thy. 
* righteouſneſs. ſhall they be exalted,” 
Thels are great privileges, which God bas. 
roach and does beſtow upon his people. 
Ic is. true, they do not all alike rejoice, with 
ſeat joy; but they all ought. When their 
faith is weak, their joy is. little. But they: 
| have the ſame right to believe, and to re- 
Jaice; in believing. There is the ſame pro- 
viſion made. for the whole family. and houſ- 


hold of faith. They are. intereſted in the 
ſame. covenant, have the ſame promiſes, and | 
the fame, faithfulneſs to make them good. 

| They have perfect ſecurity given them, that 

they may. truſt, and not be afraid. The 
people, who, know the joyful. found. of a free 
grace ſalvation, have good reaſon to believe, 

Without doubt or wavering, By ſuch a faith 
they will fee God perfectly reconciled. to 
them, and will behold the light of his coun- 


JC 


[ 16 ] 
tenance ſhining on them in love. A bleſſed. 
ſight! To ſee it clearly is glory begun; to 
walk in it is glory increaſing, What is it 
but heaven, to rejoice all the day long? But 
then it muſt be IN THY NAME, in the in- 
carnate word, in Jehovah Jeſus; by faith in 
whole righteouſneſs they ſhall be exalted, as 
high as a creature can be—being juſtified 
freely and fully, they have acceſs into this 
perfect grace wherein they ſtand, and they. 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God: and 
not only ſo, but they rejoice in the way to 

glory, in tribulations alſo, knowing that all 
things are working together for their pre- 
ſent, and for their eternal enjoyment of 
For their encouragement thus to rejoice 
in the Lord, he has promiſed them, that the 
Joy which he gives ſhall not be taken away, 
V.. ER EYE 0 
Fifthly, Another great privilege. | True 
joy is the gift of God. Is a grace of the Spi- 
rit of God, It has God for its author, and 
God for its obyeQ : and it has this preroga- 
tive annexed to it, that no one can deſtroy 
this gift of grace. The Lord Chriſt de- 
clares, that he will not ſuffer any creature to 
take away what he beſtows. What a rich 
cordial Was this to his dejected apoſtles? 
They were mourning upon account of his 
leaving them, and were ſadly caſt down, as 
men without hope. But he revives their 
R "2.200 drooping 


£47 Þ 


drooping hearts with a promiſe—* I will 
«© ſee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you.” 
This is indeed ſtrong conſolation : for it js 
one of the ſtreams, which maketh glad the 
city of God -a ſtream that never fails—it 
runs out of the ocean of free grace, and 
none can ſtop its running back into it. Not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you, ſays 
Jeſus:: The world giveth empty joys, con- 
tinueth them by an uncertain tenure, at |. ſt 
takes away all its gifts, and leaves its deluded 
votary to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire. Whereas: Chriſt; gives what is truly. - 
good, ſolid, and laſting. His gifts are ith- 
out repentance. He is of one mind in con- 
tinuing, as well as in giving: for his motives 
are in and of himſelf, ,and always the ſame. . 
His own mere love, his free grace, and the. 
good pleaſure of his own will, diſpoſe him. to 
give; and to continue his favours: and his one 
end is his own glory. Therefore he will not. 
take away the joy, which he has given,, 
and he will ſuffer. no one te take it away. 
Je ſecures. by his power, what be gives 
by his love. Such is the believer's right to. 
rejoice in the Lord always. His title is in- 
defeaſible. God has freely given him in. 
Chhriſt all the good that can make him hap- 
Py: and he enjoys. it, and is happy, fo far 
as he lives by faith. While he goes on from 
faith to faith his joys-.increaſe.. Growing 
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faith brings him in a richer harve ft of joy. 
And he is commanded ſtill to proceed, un- 
til his joy be full, which is a 


= 


Sixth privilege, . peculiar to joy in God. 
Other ſprings fail. They are often dry. 
And when they. run the folk, he that 
drinks of their water thitfts the more. But 
Joy in God has a fatisfying fulneſs. The 
fountain is always full, yea is always run- 
ning over: and all the ſtreams bring happy. 
peace, and holy. joy. The more a man 
drinks thereof, the more fober and ſpiritual 
he becomes: for whatever flows out of this 
fountain is grace, ſanctifying grace; the 
more we partake of it, we grow more like 
it. There is in it the divine property of 
conforming and aſſimilating us to itfelf: for 
it weakens the corruption of nature, and 
ſtrengthens the faculties of the neu- man, 
and as theſe grow ſtronger, they cleave clo- 
ſer to God, and have more fellowſhip with 
him, By which means they partake more 
of his joy. A happy partaker of it declares 
—* In thy prefenee is the fulgeſs of joy,“ 
and therefore he prays “ Make me full of 
& joy with thy countenance”—the preſence 
of God with me, and his loving countenance 
ſhining upon me, is the fulleſt joy upon earth. 
And this comes from the grace of the holy 
| ii and is received by faith. Our Lord 
fays to his diſciples—* Theſe things have 1 
ſpoken unto you, that my joy might re 
r . & main 


— 
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© main in you, and that pos her might be 
full.“ His end: in ſpeaking was to give | 
them good [reaſon to rejoice, and. to continue 
rejoicing, and it they received: what he 
ſpake with full aſſurance, as they ought to 
do, it would produce in them a fulpeſs of 
joy: And this would be ſo much o 
honour, and to their _ that: he c 
mands them to aſk it of the Father | 
name .. Aſk, and ye ſhalt receive, that 
your joy may be full.“ To the fame 
purpoſe the apoſtle John, treating of the 
por wok God: incarnate, through whom we 
have fellowſhip with the Father in all the 
bleſſings of his love, ſays, * Thele things 
+ write we unto. you, that your joy may be 
full.“ His deſign in writing was to lead 
them to nearer fellowſhip with the bleſſed. 
Trinity, and to ſtir them up to ſeek in it 
their fulneſs of joy: and they have it full, 
who ſatisfied their title to the Father's- 
bleſſings are receiving them freely out of 
the Son? s fulneſs by the grace of the Ipiſid- 
It becometh them well to rejoice :. for in the 
fame bleſſings there is fujnels of joy for: 
1 Joy unſpeakable, . and full. of 
p Par all theſe con fiderations: togethes,. and 
then ſee, O. my ſou}} what a rich prouiſion 
thy God has made for the joy of thy heart. 
Admire and adore. him for his great falva- 
ys _ 2 4bce. om a, arrows 


and 


[ 203 
and for the free gift of righteouſneſs and life 
eternal. To pardon, to juſtify, to glorify 
ſuch an one, as thou art, O what divine and 
infinite grace! What wilt thou return him 
for manifeſting his love to thee, and for en- 
gaging thy love to him? How great is thy 
debt for admitting thee to fellowſhip with 
him, as thy God and Father, and th the 
gracious communications of his love to thee 
in Jeſus! What a ſubject is here before thee 
for delightful praiſe] Look at it in any true 
kight, thou haſt reaſon to be glad with ex- 

ceeding great ' joy. Gods the infinite foun- 

tain of good, is thy God: He rejoices in 

thee, therefore thou ſhouldeſt rejoice in him. 
He has loved thee freely: ho canſt thou be 
ſenſible of this without loving him? His 
love has bleſſed thee with all fpiritual bleſ- 
fings in Chriſt Jeſus 5 whilſt cha receiv- 
3 ing them out of: his fulneſe, how canſt thou 
.. refuſe to thank him with joyful! lips? He 
ſa ys, that he rejoices over thee to do thee 
. ; the wa of this ſnould fill thy heart 
with joy and gladneſs. Indeed —— is no- 
thing in God, but what ſhould be to thee 
matter of rejoicing. His faithfulneſs and 
uſtice are on thy ide, as well as his never 

| Hike compaſſions: for he is thy God, thy 
pos God, he has given his Son for this 
and his Spirit to thee : by his grace thou haſt 
been called to enjoy fellowſhip with —_— 


ther and the * and to * of their co- 
2 venant 


[as l 
venant bleſſings. It is thy privilege to vain 
proving this fellowſhip, and even upon earth 
to be — of the joys of heaven. Ma 
— 1 bring thee in a rich feaſt, yea a ful- 
oy, till thy cup run over with the 
| — — pleaſure, which are at God's right- 
hand for evermore. 
Remember, O my foul, it is = duty and 
thy privilege thus to rejoice in God. It is 
thine intereſt, and thy happineſs. Thy 
God requires it of thee, as the grateful ac- 
knowledgment of his favours: They are all 
of grace, ineſtimably rich and everlaſting, 
He would have thee to honour him for the 
gifts by rejoicing in the giver. Joy is the 
| — of his goodneſs to thee: and canſt thou 
receive the preſent, and live in hopes of the 
eternal bleſſings of his goodneſs, and yet be 
without a coal ſenſe of them ? .Examine 
well, and try thyſelf. How is thy heart? 


Is it happy in God? Is it happy in nothing 


hut God? Whatever a man puts his truſt in, 
from that he expects. his happineſo, In 
what then doſt thou truſt: ? Certainly, thou 
wilt ſay, my truſt is in the mercy of God 
for ever and ever. And ſhould not, be be 
the only matter of thy joy, who is the only 
po tis eas thy faith? If he be, then why art 

thou ſo often caſt down, O my ſoul, xand.w 4 
art thou ſq;;diſquieted within, me? Ho 
many dejections, what great ſorrows, and 


What frequent ee doſt, thou experi- 
fa. 75 ence? 
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[ 22 J . 
ence? From whence come they Joy is 
fown for thee, The ſower- is the Son of 
man. The Father has promiſed it, 
and beſtowed it on thee Br thy por- 
tion: thou haſt been called by grace, and 

the joy in believing is thy birih- right. What 
is the reaſon thou art not happy in thy God, 
and r joicing in him always? Search dili- 
gently for the cauſe. Depend upon it there 
* great miſtake ſomewhere, The ſerip- 
wes cannot be broken, hieb treat of con- 
tinual 7 in God. The promiſes cannot 
fail. The promiſer is faithful: And yet 
thou art not always a partaker of the pro- 
miſed grace. How. is this # O try to come 
to the bottom of this error. May the Spi- 
rit of wiſdom lay it open to thee, and may 
thy ſorrow be turned into joy. | 
Perhaps thou art ſeeking for ſome: reaſon 
to rejoice in thyſelf. This rejoicing is not 
good, although it be very common. It has 
A bad motive: it eomes from pride. The 
end is bad: it is to exalt and 3 
SELF, Which was man's fin and ruin. ER is 
forbidden in ſeripture — He that rejoi eth, let 
him rejoice in the Lord. If thou eouldſt 
find ſomething in thyſelf to be pleaſed with, 
thou would'ſt then rejoice in thy 
Sorrow for not finding it may bring thee 
right; becauſe it may be the means of 
ſhewing thee, that thou haſt nothing of thine 
own to look at with „3 Veſt 
ha 


tt - 

haſt thou, that thou haſt not received? And 
if thou haſt received it, why wouldſt thou 
glory, as if thou hadft not received it? Haſt 


thou any thing of thine own but fin > Who 


ve thee grace, and made thee to differ 
— Was it not God? Did not all 


come from the goed pleaſure of his own 


will? He ſaw nothing good in thee at firſt 
to move him to be graeious, and what he 
continues is to the praiſe of the glory of his 


_ own grace. If thou haſt loſt the N ht 50 


theſe truths,” no wonder thou ſhoul 
mourning. God will not vouchſafe his jo 
to them; who ſacrifice to their own net; a 
burn incenſe to their own drag. He hum- 
bles, and fills the humbled with good things 
bur he ſendeth the rich empty away. 


rieh rob him of his glory, and he refolly 


them his grace. Watch therefore over thy 


prone legal heart. Be jealous over it with 


y jealouſy. And intreat the holy 
Spirit to bring down'every high thought in 
tit, that thou mayeſt exalt God, and he may 
exalt thee. Remember the promiſe— The 
_ * meek ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord:? 
ſeek the fulfilling of this: for 1 joy in him is 
8 death of ſclf:ſeeking and ſelf-pleaſing. 


O beg of God then to keep thee meek and 


| lowly, that thou mayeſt be willing to live 


upon Jeſus, dy faith, and to receive all thy. 


Jays out 2 his fulnck of Joy. 


Perhaps 
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perhaps thou art mourning under a ſenſe 
of thy ſinful nature, and groaning under the 
burden of in-dwelling ſin, as holy Paul did, 
and as all the dear children of God do, 
when they are in their right mind. This is, 
godly ſorrow, which worketh repentance 
not to be repented of. It is the true poverty 
of ſpirit, to which the Lord hath promiſed. 
his blefiag. Indeed every one that bas it is 
bleſſed, becauſe it is not only conſiſtent with 
the trueſt joy, but alſo; i is the very proper 
temper 'of mind, i in whtlch it is preſerved and. 
increaſed." They that ſow in tears ſhall, 
reap in joy. Selk now ledge is the b breaking 
up, of the fallow... ground, and, is the 
| ploughing and harrowing of it; thereby make; 
ing it fit for the good; ſeed, and to receive 
the enlivening influences of the heavens. 
The more any man knows of- himſelf, the 
greater reaſon wilt he have to ſeek the har- 
valt, of his joys in God, and ſeeking by faith. 
he will find - <li If he be in the deepeſt 
humiliation, he will be then beſt diſpoſed to 
rejoice in God. Fhis holy joy generally 
riſes higheſt, when ſelf is loweſt: as the 
higheſt tide is always after the loweſt ebb. 
Remember this, O my ſoul, in the moſt 
abaſing views of thy fallen nature, and it will 
lead thee. to ſeck, an in believing to find 
that in God, which thou haſt not in thyſelf, 
The empty, and none but the empty, may 


de nn his Joy. Let every as 


1 8 1 


of thine emptineſs lead thee to truſt more in 


the ſalvation of God, and to enjoy more of 


its bleſſings. And then thou mayeſt be 


with Paul, always ſorrowful, yet always re- 


friend to joy in God. Self-loathing i is ac- 
companied with the ſweeteſt delight in God. 


May the apoſtle's experience herein be 
thine We are of the circumciſion, who 


„ worſhip God in the fpirit, and rejoice in 


© Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the 


cv fleſh. 3” 


O pray for the ſame grace, and 


thou wilt find, that the leſs confidence there 


$i 


* Perhaps : 
for} joy 


in the fleſh, the more rejoicin 
in Chrift Jeſus. © 
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ou bal been tempted to ſe 
in ſome creature comfort, and haſt 
not received it as the gift of God, nor en- 


Jjoyed it by faith, nor returned, him his glory. 
Thou wa looking below God for happineſs, 


and expecting 


it from ſome other object. 


The world had herein enſnared thy heart. 


There is not a greater enemy to the chil- 


dren of God: becauſe it has obj ts ſuited 


to their ſenſeb, and capable 
them: by which the world is always trying 


' gratifying 


to engage their affections, and always ſuc- 

. ceeds, when they are not living by the faith 
of the Son of God: for this-is the only vic. 
tory that. overcomettt 
faith, See, whether thy 


the world, even our 
ſorrow did not 


ſpring from me worldly diſappointment 


Thou 


Joicing. Sorrow for ſelf is the greateſt 
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Thau hadſt dropt thy ſhield, and waſt fall 
ing aſleep. in Dalilatys lap: but awaking 
didſt find the pleaſure tuned into pain. 
This pain may be very profitable. It ſhould 
canvince thee of thy dreadful miſtake in 
leaving God for the al and ſhould ſtop. 
up thy way: for the future. Now thou. eſt 
the need of being cautioned—Love not the 


World, neither the things that are in the 


world: for all things out of Chriſt are under 
the curſe. There can, be no bleſſedneſo in 
them. The whole world lieth in wieked-. 
nels: it cannot make thee mae any more 
than bell can. But it is thy privilege to be 
delivered from this preſent evil las, and 


to be ſaved from the love of it, This is a 


e Tk of thy. ſalvation, Expect it by 
9 2. — is. obtained; ſeek Sy 
t. I have overcome the wor 
5 Jeſus Almighty Lord, overcome. ie 
in me, as thou haſt overcome it for 
me. 

| But 1 0 my ſoul, whatever be 
the real cauſe of thy ſorrow ing, there is joy 
in God, and for thee: becauſe he is thy God; 
in whom there is nothing to make thee. ſor - 
rouful, but every thing which can poſſibly 
Sire thee. true joy. The bleſſed Trinity 

ace in covenant = thee. and for thy falva- 
tion. And it is thy bounden. duty truſting 


to the finiſhed — of the Son ta rejoic in 


ae the Fecher. In the peace of thy 


TY conſcience ; 


[, 29.7? 


conſcience and in the love of thy heart thau 
art required to have: fellowſhip witk the 


| Father and the Son, and to be always giving 
thanks to the holy Spirit for this fellowſhip. 


Every enjoyment of their covenant bleſſings 


in earth is a foretaſte of heaven, and a pledge 


of joy unſpeakable. What thou haſt now 


by faith, thou fhalt certainly have in ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion: for there is a ſure founda» - 
tion laid in the covenant for thee to build thy 
hopes upon of rejoicing evermore; Thy. 
Father has choſen thee and accepted: thee in 
| his: Son. He: has ſet his heart upon doing 
thee good, and he changeth not. His lev:- 
ing kindnefs is lke himſelf. He has drawn 
thee by his Spirit to believe in his love, ank 
he has promiſed to love thee unto the end., 
e has freely given thee all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in Chriſt Jeſus, and he reſerves the ful 
enjoyment of them for heaven. Nothing 
can rob thee 'of them: becanſe he keeps: 


them by his power for thee, and thee for 


them. How' ſhould! this help to. fill np: the: 
meaſure of thy joys? The Father of eu 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies and 
the God of all comfort is thine, with * 
„ What 


his love can do to make tliee happy. 
increaſe it, that thy heart and converſatton: 
may be more with lim. As thine affections 


are fet more on things above, the tempta- 


tions to the love of the things below will be 
e _ - weakened- 
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ix | weakened The beste of heavenly com- 
[- mutet will deaden thee to the charms of 
1 the world: yea, the world will | be to 

thee as nothing, while God is ALL. 

And is he not all in all to thee? Conſider 

his nature, his perſonality, his covenant, his 

works, his graces and his bleſlings—view | 

them in their greatneſs and goodneſs—thou 

haſt an intereſt in them all, His wiſdom 
contrives for thee his providence watches 

over thee—his love waits to be gracious to 
thee—his holineſs and juſtice and truth are 

1 thy friends—all his attributes have engaged 
| his power to bring thee to glory. The per- 
1 fect ſalvation of Jeſus. is thine. Dis Father 
is thy Father in him, and has nothing in 
his heart but love to thee: the holy Sole 
has manifeſted it to thee in believing to be a 

1 perfect unchangeable and everlaſting love. 
Whatever the Godhead has promiſed to 
| give of happineſs is promiſed. to thee : And 
1 thou doſt believe it, although thou art ſome- 
| times in heavineſs through-manifold. tempta- 
tions. But even then there is joy laid up 

_ thee i in God. Joy enough in the foun- 

It is always full: Only thy faith 


; 1 out of it ſparingly. 1 in God 
1 to turn thy ſorrow into joy, if did its 


| perfect work. O for. more faith, chat then 
| enn 110 n . in believing... 
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„„ „ 
From Whatever cauſe then, O my ſoul, 0 
thy ſorrow aroſe, it certainly did not ſpring 
from any thing, which faith diſcovered: to be 
in God. Be aſſured of this: And learn to | 
improve thy ſorrow about other things, ſo as ö 

do ſee thy need of truſting more and of rejoic- . 
ing more in God. If thy ſorrow be lawful, . 
coming from a ſight and ſenſe of thy ſinful- 5 
neſs, there is good reaſon, thou ſhouldſt ab- | 
- hor thyſelf and repent in duſt and aſhes, : i 
But this is alſo a good reaſon for joy in thy ; ; 
God: Becauſe the Lord is nigh unto them 1 
that are of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch 
as be of a contrite ſpirit. He gives to them 
the knowledge of ſalvation, and makes them 
glad with the joy of his countenance. Thus 
he delivers them from their fins and ſorrows. 
He continues his loving kindneſs: Surely 
his goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow them all 
the days of their lives. When they are un- 
der temptations to ſeek for joy in other things, 
he hedges up their way that they cannot at- 
tain the . pit: good : or if they do, he 
embitters the enjoyment, and will not let 
them find any thing in the creature, hut va- 
-nity and vexation. By which means he would 
teach them to derive all their joys from him, 
and from nothing but him. Wait, O my ſoul, 
and read, and hear, and pray, be diligent in 
all means for thine improvement in this di- 
vine leſſon Seek the preſence of God, where- 
ever thou art. Expect his bleſſing upon wn 


Nt 30 ] 
dn thou doeſt. Account tris love thy chief 
appineſs, and be ſure, nothing can make tee 
j not emoyhis love. 
1 If riches inereaſe, the world ſmiles, health be 
granted thee, relations are kind, and all things 
go well, ſet not thy heart upon them. Look at 
-the bountiful hand which gives, and depend 
on the grace, which ſanckiſies thoſe things. 
They are not worth having, but as they 
- COME from, and lead to, Cod, and fo may be 
ſpiritually improved. If thou -canft live b7 
faith, and enjoy God in them, then they are 
real bleſſings: for then thou wilt reoeive 
them as his gifts and uſe them to his praiſe; 
thou wilt eye his goodneſs in them, and ad- 
mire him fer them. And while he continues 
them, thou wilt be dependant on his- grace 
to keep thy heart from idolatry, that thou 
mayeſt love the gifts, only for the fake of 
the giver. Whatever thou art going to do, 
alle thyſelf— How can this be the means of 
my — in God'?- If it cannot, avoid it. 
If it come with all:the world's flatteries, and 
make thee the greateſt offers of joy, fly from 
it. There is. deadly poiſon under its gilded 
outſide. Lay it down: as an in variable rule 
f thy walk, that nothing. ean do thee good, 
but what thou eanſt enjoy God in. iHe is 
the only ſource of good. And everything 
is to thee What he makes it: not what it is 
in itſelf ; as ſuch, all is vanity. But it is 


good, when God: makes it ſo, True joy is 
from 
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from Mm, and in him. It is the gift of his 


grace, and does not ſtop at any of the ſtreams, 


but goes up to the fountain head, from 


whence they flow, and there finds its com- 


forts. O my God. teach me thus to ſeek 
my Joys in thee, and to make thee le crown 


of rejorcing. 
For thine: encouragement conſider, O my 


dul, what he did to the travellers gone be- 


fore thee in the way to Sion: how he com- 


forted them, and made them glad with the 


joy: of his countenance. He led them indeed 


through the valley of Baca, of mourning— 


the only high way to the kingdom; but 
they found Swell in it, à fountain of living 
waters; they went on forrowing for; their 
departure from God, but were made glad at 
their hearts in being brought back by his 


grace: therefore they wept rejoicing. Hap- 


py mourners! And haſt thou not che ſame 


reaſon, as they had, to ſorrow for thyſelf, 


and yet to be exceeding glad in God? Is 
not this alſo the caſe with all thy fellow tra- 


vellers now upon the road? Their hearts 


are with God. He is their portion. His hea- 
ven is their home. They would not make 
up their happineſs in the accommodations 


by the way, but in God, their treaſure, their 


ſupreme good, and their everlaſting joy. 


Neither would they be ſtopt by the inconve- 


niencies, which they may meet with: theſe, 


; IO faith, I tend to make them 


a long 
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| long more to be at home: for theſe will lead 
them, to feel more of the true joy there is 
in God, and will thereby. inſpire them with, 
higher ſtrains of praiſe and thankfulneſs. So 
that every thing they meet with on the road 
will be ſanctified to them, and will diſpoſe 
them to make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord. Their Father and our Father out of the 
riches of his grace. has not only given them 
matter of thanks, but, has alſo provided the 
very words to be uſed by them. Many a 
weary traveller has found «lac a rich cordial. 
His ſpirits have been raiſed, his ſoul and all. 
within made happy while he was ſinging the 
ſweet and heavenly hymn. The goſpel pro- 
phet, who had ſeen the glory of Immanuel, 
and who was the honoured penman of this di- 
vine poem, has left us a direction, when any 
one has a right to ſing it, and to make it his 
own, Ju. xii. 1. And in that day thou ſbait ſay. 
By looking at the context, the time here 
mentioned appears to be the day of the 
Lord's power, when the Spirit of life enters 
into the ſinner, and he is quickened from a 
death in treſpaſſes and ſins, A happy, 'eter- 
_ nally happy day. The ſame Spirit will be his 
comforter ; will bring him tothe knowledge 
of his ſalvation through faith in the gloriouſly 
complete work of Immanuel, by which he 
ſhall find himſelf freed. from quilt and fear, 
and in Jeſus made a partaker of grace and 


glory. Then the Joy of the 1 SM? » 
elt 


N 25 
. K 24-1: 
| felt i in his ſoul, and his heart is in tune to 
bleſs the Lord: his God—O Lord Iwill praiſe 
thee ; though thou waſt angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thon comfortenſt me. 
Behold, God is my ſalvation ; I will truſt and 
not be afraid: for the Lord Jebovab is my 
Arength and my ſong, be alſo is become my ſal- 
_ vation : therefore with joy ſhall ye draw water 
out of the wells of ſalvation, Theſe wells 
are the fountains of grace, from which the 
heavenly travellers draw their holy comforts, 
and with which refreſhed they go on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, praiſing Jehovah, and 
5 aletibin ng to him all the glory of their ſalva- 
tion, He was angry with them, and juſtly. 
The fire of his wrath might have burnt 
to the loweſt hell: and his law, his juſtice, 
his holineſs, and his truth would have been 
glorified for ever in their deſtruction. But 
admired be his mercy, adored be his ſo- 
vereign grace, he himſelf found out a way. 
to magnify every divine attribute in 
their ſalvation... This was the wonderful con- 
trivance of the Three in covenant. The Fa- 
ther accepted his co-equal Son in the place 
of his people, and his obedience unto death 
in their ſtead: He is now perfectly recon- 
ciled unto them in Jeſus; His anger is turn- 
ed away from them. And when it is given 
unto them to know it, and they receive the 
comfort of it, when they have joy and peace 5 
bY Ve 0 . . 2 in 
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in believing, O what a day of light and glo- 


ry then breaks in upon their ſfouls—a day 
ſometimes clouded with the riſing miſts and 


 vapours of the body of ſin, but often ſo bright 
and ſerene, that the warm beams of the ſun 


of - righteouſneſs ſhine, directly into their 


hearts. Theſe are times of great refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord. "The com- 
munications of his love are then ſelt with 
Fure delight: and the ſoul is made ſenſible, 


that it is in Jeſus an happy partaker of the 
fulneſs of joy. The man cannot contain his 


mighty bliſs; but breaks out aloud into 


thanks, and calls uponthebyſtanderstoadmire 


the marvellous goodneſs of God. Behold, fee 


herea miracle of grace od is my ſalvation— 
wonder with me a. the exceeding riches of 


this love—Why me! What am I, that the 
moſt high God ſhould be my Saviour! am 


ſuſe he never. ſet his love upon one more un- 


worthy, nor plucked any brand out of the 


burning, that was. fitter ſewel ſor hell fire. 


0 help me then, angels and men, to praiſe 
and adore that infinite mercy, which con- 


trived, wrought out, and has now applied io 
m2 this ſalvation with all its bleſſings. My 


1 debt increaſes, and I want to praiſe him 
more: for in that unſpeakable giſt of his Son 
he gave me all things, and he has now given 


me faith, and has put me in Poſſeſſion. * 
have his word for it, and I believe it—a 


word of infallible truth, confirmed by pro- 
miſe, 


* 


4 


miſe, ratified by the covenant oath of the 
bleſſed Trinity. Theſe engagements can- 
not be broken, therefore Iwill truſt and not 
be afraid. On the part of the divine cove- 
nanters all is ſure. They have given me the 
fulleſt ſecurity, that can be, and I may take 
the comfort of it. They will never leave me 
nor forſake me, and my faith ſhall not fail. 

Bleſſed promiſe! I ſhall be kept by the power 
of God through faith unto ſalvation. Glory 
be to the Lord Jebovab, who is my ftrength— 
his almighty arm holds me up, and there- 
fore he is my ſong—the ſame arm will carry 
me ſafe to the end, therefore my heart re- 
joiceth in him, and with my ſong will I 
praiſe him. I will make my boaſt of his 
| ſtrength, . All the day long will I be telling 


of his ſalvation. * How can I mention too 


often theſe infinite mercjes of my God? I 
love to dwell on the delightful theme. It 
warms my heart, it inflames mine affections, 
and raiſes my ſoul to heaven. My joys are 
all in this one — He al/o is become my ſalva- 


lien: He is my preſent ſalvation: for he has 


opened the fountain, and has opened my 
heart to receive the life giving ſtreams. 
How can I but bleſs and adore his holy 
name, while | am wi h Joy drawing water | 
out of the wells of ſalvation. 

O ye bleſſed of the Lord, who have re- 
ceived the ſame ſalvation out of the infinite 
fountain of divine grace, aſſiſt me to praiſe, 

| . T . ur 
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Your rejoicing with me will increaſe my 
Joys, and improve my thankfulneſs. So it 
follows in the prophet—1z that day ſhall YE 


many partakers of the ſame mercies will ſing 


in chorus. They will join in focial worſhip 
and with one heart unite in the common tri- 


bute of praiſe. Praiſe ye ibe Lord, call upon 


Bis name, declare his doings among the people, 
make mention that bis name is exalted: fing 
unto the Lord: for be bath done excellent 
things: ibis is known in all the earth, Cry 


out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Sion: for 
great is the holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of 


thee. Great he is indeed, infinitely—ever- 
laſtingly great in himſelf—and. to be ad- 
mired for his excellent greatneſs in ſaving 
ſinners. This is his greateſt work, and it 
demands of them their higheſt praiſe: and 
they are glad to give it him. Happy are 
they now, when humble and poor in ſpirit 


they can exalt their Saviour God: but who 
can tell how happy they ſhall be, when he 


ſhall exalt them, and make them partakers | 


of his own happineſs ? Eternal ſalvation will 


demand the tribute -of their eternal praiſe; 


and they will be moſt bleſſedly employed in 


paying it, when they ſhall return to Sion 


with ſongs, and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon 


their heads. Crowned heads may well ſing; 
for their coronation day will laſt for ever, 
and the king of kings will put ſuch honour 
”_ A | | : 4 * | ; upon 


dj 


1 


upon his royal friends, that all heaven will 


ring with his praiſes. They will with one 
heart and one vaice adore God the lamb; 

Whoſe gracious hand wiped away all tears 

from their eyes, and made ſorrow and ſigh- 


ing flee away for ever; and who gave them 


his joy and gladneſs, ſuch as are even in hea- 
ven 5 2 will be, to eternity fu * 
8 my God, 858 of my poor mite. 7 
| defire to Join all the redeemed in earth and 
heaven in bleſſing; and praiſing thee at all 
times. I would give thee praiſe dene 
with my heart and with my mouth, 

would: rejoice in thee, and in nothing but 
thee: op thou art my God, my ſupreme 
good, and mine everlaſting portion. Let 
me then for thy mercies ſake glory in prail⸗- 
ing thee henceforth and for ever. I aſeribe 


it to thee now with a glad heart, rejoicing in 


hope, that my praiſe will be better ere long 
and never ceaſing. Thou art worthy of all 
that angels and men can pay: to thee, holy 


Father, with the Son and Spirit, the Three 


in one Jehovah be equal and endleſs 1 
To ee 6 ly my OY * . 
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be believer walks humbly with God bearing : 
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1H E happy believer is now advanced 
* UC a great way in his journey. He has 

been brought to the ſaving knowledge of 

| God—has received faith in his reconciled | 

God in Jeſus—has been taught by the Spirit 
to love his God—and has found the bleſſed- 
neſs of holy communion with him in the 
way of obedience and duty, which makes 
him go on rejoicing ; then it is become fit 
and proper, that his faith and love fhould be 
tried. He muſt expect it. It is to the ho- 
nour of God, to the good of others, and to 

the eſtabliſning of thoſe graces, that proof 
ſhould be made of them, and that they ſnould 

be put, like gold, into the ſurnace. This is 8 
only a refiner's fire. If the furnace be very 
hot, one ſeven times more than it was wont 
to be heated, the gold will loſe nothing. 
Sterling grace is purer and brighter for 
every fiery, trial. Its enemies, who blow the 
flame, have no intention to refine it, and 
ſometimes the believer himſelf cannot ſee 
how the means will anſwer the end: But 

God over-rules every trial for his glory, and 

the believer's good, and makes it more pre- 


cions, than that of gold which periſheth, 
OE, Troubles, 


— 
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Troubles, oppoſition from within and from 
without, all the difficulties he can meet with, 
only ſerve to purge out his droſs, and to 
render him more fit for his heavenly walk. 

Herein the grace of God is moſt marvellous. 

Such a power, as brought light out of dark- 
neſs, is continually directing and ſanctiſying 
the croſſes of the believer, ſo that not one of 
them can ſtop him; nay the greateſt of 
them, help him forward in his j journey, and 
bring him not only more lafely, but alſo 
more happily to 'the end of it. Adored for 


ever be the Father's love, which makes all 


things work together for his childrens good. 
When man was in paradiſe, there was na- 

| thing i in him but what was conformed to tl e_ 
Image of God. His: will was one with tle 
will of God. In this ſtate there was no 
croſs. Harmony ruled in- the innocent 
breaſt. And God looked on his favourite 
n with delight. They were perfectly 
greed, and they walked together in holy 
and happy friendſhip. But when man fel}, 
then fin brought in forrow, in the ten thou- 
ſand miſeries which the body ſuffers, and in 
the entire corruption of the faculties of the 
ſoul, particularly of the will, now at enmity _ 


| with the will of God. Hence our croſſes. 


Sin is their fruitfu] parent; and while we 
are in a body of fin and of death, we cannot 
be exempt from ſuffering: For man is born. 
to trouble, as naturally as the ſpa:ks fly up- 


RS C4 wards 
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wards z but the unregenerate man does not 
feel the cauſe of this. He has no ſpiritual 


ſenſes. . He is dead to God. He does not 


know why he ſuffers, and he is not ſenſible 
of what he deſerves to ſuffer, therefore he 
goes on merrily, laughing and ſinging under 
a load of guilt, enough to ruin a thouſand 
worlds. But when the ſpirit of life enters 
in him, and he is made to ſee his ſtate, to 
feel his guilt, and to fear his danger, then 
he begins to groan under the croſs. Every 
day he diſcovers, how totally he was fallen, 
and departed in heart from the living God. 
He now taſtes the bitterneſs of ſin, and finds 
the deadly fruits of it. Altho' there be a 
remedy provided to bring the wanderers 
home, and he is made-acquainted with it, 
vet he is without ſtrength to apply it. He 
cannot by believing take the comfort of it. 
When it is given him to believe, he ſtill has 
Tin and ſuffering to exerciſe his faith. 
Againſt his corruptions and temptations he 
muſt be continually fighting the good fight 
of faith. From this warfare he can have no 
diſcharge, but by death. He muſt take to 
himſelf the whole armour of God, and be 
under arms night and day, or he will never 
be able to reſiſt the aſſaults of evil ſpirits, or 
to overcome the oppoſition. of evil men. 
This is the heritage of all the ſervants 
of the Lord. All that will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer PRO 
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If they be on the Lord's ſide, all his enemies 
will certainly be theirs ; fo that if they enter 
into his kingdom, it muſt be through much 
tribulation. The king himſelf went this 
way to the crown, bearing his eroſs; and he 
has aſſured us there is no other Way 
« Whoſoever' doth not bear his croſs, and 
come after me, CANNOT be my diſciple” 
— be muſt deny himſelf what by nature he 
loves, and muſt love what by nature he 
hates, unleſs he live in this ſtate of ſelf- 
denial, which is to be his daily eroſs, be 
cannot hve in dommunion With me, as one 
of my diſciples.' If he be one of the hit gheſt 
of 5 yet he muſt carry his eroſs: 105 he 
has ſtill a fallen nature, and its ſenſes and 
appetites are always luſting againſt the will. 
of God, and it is like plucking out a right: 
eye to deny them their gratifications, and to 
refuſe them their much covered pleaſures. 
He is in a body of ſin and death, and muſt. _ 
carry his croſs to his graves, being liable to 
all the ſyfferings, which mortality is heir to, 
and all the way mortified under them, be- 
cauſe he cannot bear them without faith, nor 
hold out without patience, and theſe graces 
are not of himſelf, but: are the gift of God. 
He is alſo forced to carry another. crols all 


his days, even the corruption of his nature, 


depraved in every faculty, and always en- 
clined to evil. This is the burden and 
hae d of. the chiklren of God, under which 
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they all groan. And a ſore and heavy bur- 
den it is, heavier for being continual, and 
for its always working againſt the grace 
and glory of the Lord Chriſt: for this 
infection of nature doth remain, yea, in 
them that are regenerated, and appears in 
nothing more, than in their adulterous love 
to their own righteouſneſs, of which they are 
ſo doatingly fond, that after the holy Spirit 
has divorced them from it, and their ma- 
ker is become their huſband, even the Lord 
their RIGHTEOUSNESS, yer {till an unlawful. 
attachment to their own righteouſneſs re- 
Mains, and is the cauſe of the greateſt croſ- 
fes and of the heavieſt trials they meet with 
in their way to heaven: - nn: 
Hence the croſs becomes neceſſary for the 
whole nature of fallen man, for body and 
ſoul. The. ſenſual appetites are continually 
ſeeking the ir gratification in unlawful things, 
and the ſpiritual faculties are full of blind 
pride, and ſelf-righteouſneſs, and know no 
way to the divine favour, but by their own 
works and goodneſs. The croſs is indiſpen- 
ſably needful ro mortify the fleſh with its af- 
fections and luſts, and to crucify the vanity 
of the mind, that when it would glory, it 
may have nothing left to glory in, but the 
Lord. In this light let us conſider the infi- 
nite love, which appointed the out ward croſs 
for the outwaid man, and the inward croſs 
ſor the inward man, and let us fee, how ” 
: MO each 
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each of them communion with God is pre- 
ſerved, and the believer 1s * forward in 
his bleſſed } journey. 


CHAP. IX. 


The believer Gd with the outward croſs 
carries it with patience, aud finds it a great 
help to him in his walk hea ven ward. 


E call that a croſs, which oppoſes our 
will. This oppoſition readers it 
painful and grievous. . A very little matter, 
the leaſt trifle, becomes a great croſs, when 
our will is ſet much againſt it. How then 
can the believer rejoice with an heavy croſs 
upon his back? Or how can he rejoice all 
his days, if he muſt carry it to his grave? 
The bleſſed goſpel diſcovers how this may be, 
and the bleſſed Spirit g gives the experience of 
it: for he continues to teach the doctrines of 
grace, and under the crois he enforces them. 
What has been treated of in the former 
chapters he-now applies with life and power, 
The doQtrines' are put to the trial, and ir 
appears that they are of God: for none 
could produce the effects which follow u pon 
the believing them, but an almighty arm. 
Faith is tried in the fire, and the believer is 
convinced it is the faith of God's ele& : for 
the promife is made good —* When thou 


* N through * very fire thou ſhalt 


LY” 


not 


* not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kin- 
dle upon thee.” His love to his recon- 
ciled God is put into the fiery furnace, 
and it comes out, like the three children, 
ſenſible their God had been with them in 
the furnace, and their God had brought 
them out; for which marvellous inſtances 
of his love to them, their love was increaſed 
to him. This is God's way. He gives 
grace, and then tries it. When he has enabled 
the ſinner by believing to find peace and 
love, tlien he would improve thoſe graces 
by daily exerciſe, and if the exerciſe of 
them be very ſharp and afflicting, it is only 
to eſtabliſn the truſt of his heart, and to 
confirm the affection of his ſoul more per- 
fectly in his God. His God. Mind that. 
His God ſtill. The croſs is not ſent to 
weaken that relation. He 1s the ſame ten- 
der Father to his children, when he puts it 
upon them, as when he takes it off: and 
he would have them by faith to experience it. 
While they depend on his being perfectly 
reconciled to them through the obedience 
and ſacrifice of Immanuel, they will ſee 
the ſame paternal affection invariably ſet 
upon them, and always diſpoſed to do them 
good. His love changeth not. The happy 
objects of it have given this glorious teſti- 
mony, even when under his croſs—“ WE 
„% KNOW that all things work together for 
good” they found it ſv. Whatever he ſent 
a | . „„ 
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to them came with the meſſage of his 1 
% Hear ye the rod, and him 1 5 ſent it.“ 
They vs what he ſays by it, for it ſpeaks 
of the Father's love, and the belief af this 
quiets their minds under the ſtroke of his 
rod. Thus it anſwers his purpoſe.— This 
cometh not forth of the duſt, but is appoint- 
ed for me; my Father ſent it, not in anger 
for the puniſhment of my ſins, but in the 
tenderneſs of his affection He is not deal- 
ang with me as the ſupreme diſpoſer of all 
events, who may aflict, and juſtly, his rebel 
creatures according to his ſovereign. will; 
but he has ſent me this affliction with a mes 
ſage of grace and peace I know it is well 
ordered I kiſs the rod, and bleſs bim Me 
ſent it. 
The apoſtle Paul uſes this argument to the 
ſuffering Hebrews. They had endured a 
long and great fight of afflictions... They 
had need of patience: He cherefore gives 
them in the xith chapter a ſhort hiſtory of the 
Lord's favourites, and ſhews that e all 
carried his croſs, and that he ſupported them 
all under it: Yea gave them ſtrength to run 
| their race, till every one of them won the 
prize: Then he requires them to look to 
Jeſus, the greateſt - ſufferer, out of whoſe 
-fulneſs they might receive faith to run, and 
patience happily to finiſh the ſame race. 
And leſt they. ſhould be weary through 
9 W long, or wes in their minds under 
1 | : hard 


„„ 
hard ſuffering, he reminds them of the 
character of their heavenly Father, who out 
W the tendereſt love appointed their croſſes: 
—* Have ye forgotten the exhortation, ſays 
the apoſtle, in Which your father ſpeaketh 
« unto you as unto children? My sox, 
-« deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
* him: For whom the Lord loveth he 
„ chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every fon 
„ whom he receiveth, If ye endure chaſt- - 
„ ening, God dealeth with you as with 
«4 ſons: For what ſon is he whom the Fa- 
«© ther chaſteneth not? But if you be with- 
out chaſtiſement, whereof ALL are par- 
1 takers, then are ye baſtards and not 
“ ſons.” O what a bleſſed exhortation! 
How full of love—the love of God the 
Father — love to his child, who wants cor- 
reclion—love that would not touch him 
with the rod, till he had moſt tenderly: in- 
formed him of his gracious purpoſe : My 
SON, My beloved, this chaſtening is from 
thy Father. It was determined for thee by 
covenant love, and ſetiled upon thee for thy 
fortion in the great charter of heaven. All 
thy croſſes were then mercifully appointed 
—their weight and meaſure—how long— 
how great—how many—what ſtrength was 
needful to bear them what comforts per 
them and what holy fruits ſhould be pro- 
duced by emal was s fixed by love, is 
now 
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now given in lv and is to bring thee to 
greater / enjoyment of my love. My dear 
child, deſpiſe not then my chaſtening, 'nor 
faint when I rebuke thee. Be aſſured, it is 
for thy good. There is a need niuft, It is 
ſo neceſſaty, that 1 cannot love thee without 
chaſtening thee, nor receive thee a0 | 
ine adopted without ſcourging thee, 

then, how. thou takeſt my correction. Res 
at thy temper and behaviour under it. Ex- 
amine. Art thou patient? Not ſuffering 
merely, but ſuffering quietly is the proof of 
thine adoption—lIf ye ENDURE chaſtening 
lf when 1 afffict, thou canſt poſſeſs thy 
ſoul in patience under mine afflicting hand, 
then I deal with thee as with ſons—l give 
thee thy portion of ſuffering, and I give 
thee thy portion of grace to bear it. "All 
my children want correcting, and they all 
have it: for what ſon is he whom the Father 
chaſteneth not? They are all ſufferers. 
Mine only begotten Wes the greateſt, None 
of you can ſuffer, as he did: But who- 
ever is following him muſt ſhare with him 
in his croſs, and bear it after him. If any 
be without my chaſtiſement, whereof all 
mine are partakers : If they cannot bear it, 
have not faith to receive my loving correcti- 
on, and therefore no patience to await the 
bleſſed iſſue of it, ſuch do not belong to my 
family ; they are none of mine they are 
baſtards, and not ſons. | 

How Z 
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How ſhould the argument in this ſcri ture . 
reconcile the believer to ſuffering ? How 
ealy, yea how happy, ſhould it make him- 
under the croſs ? He ſuffers, but it is from 
his Father, who in moſt perfect love and. 
infinite wiſdom appointed the croſs, att ap- 
pointed alſo the recious fruits, "which it 
ſhould produce. G my ſoul, keep this in 
mind. Remember whoſe croſs thou art 
carrying. Thy Father contrived it. He 
ſent, and continues it that it may work un- 
der bick for the beſt. It i Is the chaſtening of 
his richeſt love. Receive it then patiently, 
thankfully at his hands, and thou wilt find 
it full ped bleſſings. But take heed, how 
thou conſulteſt ale or carnal reaſon. Theſe 
are always enemies to the croſs: for they 
judge of it only by feeling, and always re- 

fule to believe what God ſays concerniug it, 
Adhere to the truth: And rget every. ſug- 
- geſtion, which would inſinuate to thee, that 
there is any thing but love in the chaſtening 
of the Lord. He is thy Father. He never 
loves thee more, than when he chaſtens thee. 
There is no hatred in his heart. No ven- 
eance in his hand. He aſſures thee of this 
| gn the infallible word of his mouth. Here 
may thy faith be ſettled : Believe him—he is 
doing thee good he is promoting thy beſt 
intereſt. Caſt not away this confidence, 
and then the croſs will be the means of 
bringing thee to the neareſt and holieſt com- 
munion, 
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munion, which thou canſt have with thy 
Father on this ſide heaven. 


In this amiable light look upon thy Fa- 


ther and thy friend. Never forget it, O my 

ſoul, but . it in the faith of thy heart, 
eſpecially when he chaſteneth thee. Tien 
expect from his love patience under his 


ſtroke, and after it the peaceful fruits of 


righteouſneſs. Theſe will grow abundantly 


upon the croſs. They grow no where elſe 


ſo rich and ripe. Survey the promiſes, 
which he has made to his ſuffering children, 
and wait in faith for a joyful harveſt. In 
due ſeaſon thou ſhalt reap, if thou faint not. 
And the croſs is intended to keep thee from 


fainting; becauſe thy Father ſends. it for 


the — and for hs ſtrengthening of: thy 


faith. Read and ſtudy; what he: ſays ta thee 
oo this point. Learn and inwardly digeſt 


In time of trouble thou wilt find great 
ak from depending upon. the promiſe 


of the Father to give thee an happy iſſue. 
Meditate then upon the ſcriptures, in which - 


he has declared his gracious PRION in 
ai his children, namely, 

Firſt, It is for the trial of faith, God 
gives it, and then tries it; that it ma . 
pear to be his grace, that men may 


and honour him for it, and that it may = | 


by uſe, which is as neceſſary! to ſpiritual, as 
_ exerciſe is to bodily growth. Frial ſhews 


the nord and brings "eek the power of 5 


grace, 


. 
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grace, and is thereby a matter of great joy : 
as the apoſtle James teſtifies, writing to the 
twelve tribes in their diſperſion and affliction. 
My brethren, count it ALL Joy, when 
* ye fall into divers temptations, knowing 
** this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
** patience ; but let patience have its perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
„wanting nothing.” God be thanked for 
this word of ſtrong conſolation. . What a 
precious ſcripture is it! How full of encou- 
ragement to the believer to look with de- 
light at zemplations /—not temptations to 
ſin, but trials, ſent from God to keep from 
ſin. When he falls into them by provi- 
dence, and meets them in the way of duty, 
then he ſhould judge of them, not from 
ſenſe, which can feel nothing but ſorrow in 
affliction, but he ſhould take account of 
them from the declared purpoſe of God 
in ſending them, and he ſhould wait in faith 
for the bleſſings which they are to produce. 
God ſays, that they are matter of joy, of 
ALL joy, of all true ſpiritual joy the y are 
not only ſuch in his account, but he alſo 
makes them ſuch to the believer. Accord- 
ingly we read in ſcripture of many who did 
rejoice in trials. The Hebrews did: For 
they took joyrFuLLY the ſpoiling of their 
goods. Paul did: I am comforted, ſays he, 
I am exceedingly joyful. in all our tribula- 
tion. Nay he went farther—We cLoRyY-in 
5 tribulations. 
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tribulations. He leaped for joy with the 
croſs upon his back. He boaſted and tri- 

umphed under it. What the world ac- 
counted his worft, he made his very crown 
of rejoicing : For he knewand found, that the 
trial of faith worketh patience : Faith re- 
ceives the croſs from the Father's love,and 
learns to bear it after Jeſus: By the grace of 
the Spirit the bearing of it, as it exerciſes, ſo 
it improves patience. The believer be- 
comes more acquainted with it. Uſe, we 

ſay, makes perfect. He learns, where the 

| ſtrength to bear is—from whence his com- 

forts are to flow—and from whoſe hand the 

bleſſed iſſue is to be received. He waits 
therefore with ſweet ſubmiſſion to his Fa- 
ther's will, that patience may have its per- 
fect work, that by trials it may be exerciſed, 


by ſharper trials it may be improved, and F 


by daily trials it may appear to be the ge- 
nuine grace of the Spirit, perfect and entire, 
lacking nothing. This the believer aims at. 
He would have every thing that belongs to 
true patience, and growth in it; he would 
have it refined by every fiery trial, and 
made purer and brighter, that it may hold 
out, till it have done its perfect work. The 
apoſtle Peter gives the ſame encouragement 
to the ſame afflicted Hebrews: He exhorts 
them to faith and patience under their ſuf- 
ferings in theſe words Ye are kept by 
* the power of God through faith unto fal- 
N e vation, 
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* vation, ready to be revealed in the laſt 
time; wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 
% now for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are in 
* heavineſs through manifold temptations; 
* that the trial of your faith being much 
* More precious than of gold that periſheth, 
* though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praiſe and honour and glory 
< at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt,” . What 
treaſures of love are laid open in this ſerip- 
ture! Read, O my foul, and adore the ex- 
ceeding riches. of thy Father's grace. He 
knew. how needful afflictions were, both for 
the fleſh, and for the ſpirit, and therefore he 
appointed thee thy portion, and he has in 
mercy. informed thee, of his deſign in them. 
He has revealed his will for the ground of 
thy faith, that when he ſends them, thou 
 mighteſt experience the bleſſings promiſed... 
to bis ſuffering children, The belief of his 
love in contriving and in proportioning them 
to the ability given thee to bear them would 
adminiſter matter of joy in ſorrow, and by 
truſting to his faithfulneſs thou wouldſt 
greatly rejoice ; thy joy would ſo far exceed 
thy ſorrow. The heavineſs is but for a ſea- 
ſon—the joy for ever. The heavineſs only 
during the trial of faith—the joy increaſed 
by that very trial. The trial was only to 
prove thetruth of faith, and to eyidence the 
power of it - not to weaken, but to ſtrength- 


en it not to deſtroy, but to refine it. The 


ES 
refiner does not intend to . loſe one atom of 
his gold, but puts it into the fire to purge 
away the droſs. So does God. When he 
| hath tried me, ſays Job, I ſhall come forth 
as gold. He was tried in the fire, and his 
fairh was found unto praiſe and honour and 
glory. Therefore he is ſet forth for an ex- 
ample of ſuffering affliction and of patience. 


Behold, we account them happy, not who. 


ſuffer, but who endure ſuffering. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have ſeen 
the end of the Lord; that the Lord abounds 
in compaſſion, and is of tender mercy. O 


my ſoul, wait upon the ſame Lord, and he 


will bring all thy trials to the ſame bleſſed 
end. He has the ſame pity and merey to 


thee, as he had to Job. Thou haſt the ſame 


| reaſon to believe it, as he had. Thy faith 
is tried in the fire, as his was, that it may 
come out of it like gold. The trial was ap- 


pointed in perfect love, and is to produce the 


greateſt bleſſings of love. Thy God has 
moſt gracious deſigns towards thee in put- 
ting thee into the fire. It is to try thy faith; 
whether thou canſt truſt him there. It is to 
improve thy faith by the trial, that thou 
mayeſt truſt him more. If thou haſt truſt- 


ing faith, it is to teach thee patient faith. It 


is a hard leſſon to learn to truſt againſt ſenſe 
and carnal reaſon, and to ſay, This croſs is 
good for me, I deſirè to ſubmit, and to take 
it patiently at the hand of God. O it is very 
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hard to believe, that there is nothing but 
love in every ſuffering, and it is harder to 
find it ſo, while ſuffering. And yet the Spi- 
rit of God declares there is nothing but love 
in it, and by believing thou wilt certainly 
find it. May every trial of thy faith eſta- 
Þliſh i it, and thereby bring forth, | 

Secondly, The bleſſed fruit of pa- 
tience. The croſs does good to faith: be- 
cauſe by it God teaches his children to bear 
up, and to hold out, truſting to his promiſes, 
and waitipg in hope for his fulfilling them, f 
and thus it exerciſes patience. Which is a 
grace of the Spirit, learned only in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, and therefore the giver of 
it among his other high titles is called, 
the God of patience. Me firſt enables his 
afflicted children to believe what he has 
faid of his love in afflicting them, and then 
to wait for the experience of his love un- 
der their affliftions. This waiting quietly, 
without giving way to ſenſe, or unbelief, is 
patience. Faſth is tried, and. ftands' the 
trial. Tribulation comes, faith is exerciſed 
with it, but holds faſt its confidence in the 
word of God, and thereby has full proof 
'of the faithfulneſs of God. This worketh 
patience—a quiet fubmiſfion to the divine 
'will—and an holy ſubjection to the divine 
rod. The fleſh murmurs, ſelf- will repines, 
ſelf. indulgence rebels; but faith looks up 


for the Ported fireygth and by it con- 
gquers 


[ 55 | 


quers them. It ſtops their mouths with a 


Huſh—Be ſtill and know that he is God 
He is my ſovereign and my Father—this | 
affliction indeed is not for the preſent joy- 
ous, but rather grievous—nevertheleſs it 
comes from his love, love guides his hand. 
love will bring good out of it—O that all 
within me may ſubmit to his will, and bleſs 
his name. 

But the croſs is bard. and RD fleſh | 
and blood cannot bear it. True, but grace 
can. To endure is the proper work of pa- 
 tience. It endures by truſting to the word 
of God, and by receiving from him the 
promiſed ſtrength. . What cannot ſuch a 
grace endure? When God ſays, ** Fear 
e not, I will be wich thee, when thou goeſt 
6 through the fire; the believer is hereby 
forewarned of the fire, and when he is cal- 
led to go through it, he expects the pre- 
ſence of his God, that if the buſnh burn, it 
may not be conſumed. How. comfortably 
does the apoſtle Peter ſpeak: of this to the 
1 ſuffering Hebrews ? © Beloved, think-it not 

"MP ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which 

.* is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing 

had come unto you; but rejoice, inal- 
much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſuf- 
e ferings, that when his glory ſhall be re- 
** vealed, * may be glad alſo with exceed- 
ing joy.” He would have them to be 
accuſtomed to the croſs, it being the only 


5 ö | way 
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way to the crown. There is nothing new 


or ſtrange in it. All the crowned heads in 
heaven carried it, while they were upon 


earth: yea the king of ſaints went bearing 


it before them. There never was ſorrow 
like unto his ſorrow /: and yet for the joy that 


was ſet before him, he endured the croſs, 
and deſpiſed the ſhame. Take up thy croſs, 


O'my ſoul, and follow him. Look unto Je- 


ſas, "He will give thee ſtrength, He has 


taken the curſe and wrath out of thy ſuf- 
fering. Thou wilt fee it the fruit of his 
love to thee, and it will be the means of 


engaging thy love to him. What, if it be 


a burning fiery furnace: Is it not almighty 
love, which calls thee to go into it? Not to 


Hurt thee, but to try thee, to give thee hap- 
mY proof of the foundneſs of thy faith, and 
3 


he power of thy patience. He would have 


thee to know, that thy patience truſting to 
his tried word is invincible: that no blow - 


can beat it, no fire can burn it, from Chriſt. 
He would bring thee to experience what 


the prophet did, when he ſaid . Thy word 
js tried to the uttermoſt, and thy ſervant 
* loveth it.” The good word of God was 


tried, as far as it could be, and the trial 


proved its truth, and therefore he had freſh 


reaſon to love it. The trial increaſed * his 


confidence in the truth, and his experience 


in the ſweetneſs of its promiſes ; thereby his 


patience Was confirmed, and he could re- 
Joice, 


tet 


| jolce, inskuch as he Was a partaker of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, both of their infinite ſuf- - 
ficiency, and alſo of their mighty efficacy to 
ſave. By enjoying theſe bleſſings under the 
croſs, his heart was happy in the joy ſet. 
before him. He had the earneſt and the 
foretaſte of heaven: for he knew, that when 
the glory of Jeſus ſhould be. revealed, he 
ſhould be glad with exceeding Joy. ; 
But the carnal mind is ready to complain 
—othis would be true, if the ſuffering was 
ſhort, but it is long, as well as hard—l have 
| borne up a great while, but now my pa- 
tience is quite tited out I am ready to give 
all up, being weary of my life with the 
length of my trials. How many have 1 
| known in this melancholy caſe ? Fair bloſ- 
ſoms in the mild and gentle ſpring. In fine 
weather and ſmiling ſunſhine- they looked 
beautiful, and gave hopes of their being in 
the tree of life, and of their growing and 
ripening upon it. But alas! a trying time 
came, a bleak cold north wind, and a very 
ſharp piercing froſt like leaves i in autumn, 
down fell the promiſing bloom. My heart 
has mourned again and again at the fall of 
one and another, and mourns while I am 
uriting this over ſeveral now living, who 
have forſaken God and his ways for the 
world and its delights. They met with 
trouble, and it was too much for them. 
The were and they had not 
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| Rrengb to reſiſt, "The reaſon is this * 
He that received ſeed into ſtony pla- 
oo ces, the ſame is he that heareth the word, 
% and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath 


c he not root in himſelf, but endureth for a 
„ while: for when tribulation cr perſecution 


< ariſeth becauſe of the word, by and by he 
< is offended.” He is offended and falls a- 
way, becauſe he had no root: and they, 
| who have root, are too often tempted to be 
offended at the croſs, They find it very dif- 
ficult to bear up under it. Natural infirmi- 
ty, remaining corruption, and ſtrength of 
temptation make painand ſuffering grievous 


to tlie fleſh: yea, when they are forced to 


bear the croſs long, and it is very heavy, 
they are apt to murmur and fret, grow diſ- 
contented, are tempted to unbelief, and if 
they give way to it, to deſpair. / How ne- 
ceſſary is it then, that they ſhould. be enabled 
to poſſeſs their ſouls in patience under their 
great and many trials? To which end no- 
thing can contribute more effectually, than 
a ſettled faith in the word and-promiſe of a 


teconciled God. This will ſtay. and quiet 


the: ſoul, when trouble comes. It is the chaſt- 
ening of my Lord, ſays the heliever my 
boving Father ſends it for good He is only 


trying my faith and patience, and the trial 


wil end well —it is grievous indeed at pre- 


ſent, and I go on my way weeping, but 
1 have my: are now, and I ſhall ſoon 
9 A 
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As 


ES 


reap a joyful harveſt. I have a Faithful pro- 


miſe for it, which is a conſtant cordial, and 


keeps up my ſpirits. My God will be 


with me as long as the trial laſts—he ſays - 
he will. I believe him, and therefore expect 


his promiſed preſence and ſtrength, till faith 


and patience have their perfect work. Such 


a cordial the apoſtle James gives tc the He- 


brews. They wanted it much. They were 
greatly oppreſſed by the rich, and ſome of 
them were perſecuted even unto death. © Be 
patient therefore, brethren, ſays he, unto 


< the coming of the Lord: behold the huſ- 
„ bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 


«. the earth, and hath long patience. for it. 


until he receive the early and the latter 


God calls you to it; and it may ſeem to you 
a long trial, but he has promiſed you grace 


% rain: be ye alſo patient: eſtabliſh your 
ee hearts: for the coming of the Lord draw- 


* eth nigh.” He puts great ſtreſs upon the 


1051 s coming: Yet a very little while and 
Jour. Lord will come to appear for you: 


t is true you are in a fiery trial, but your 


ſufficient to bear it: Truſt him then, and he 


will keep you patient. He knows your frame 


and temper, and bids you look about you. 


See, how the huſbandman waits, having on- 15 
ly a general promiſe, that ſeed time and har- 


veſt ſhall not fail; and is it not more reaſon- 


able that you ſhould wait with patience the 
end of the and He ſows his ſeed and 
"I V leaves 
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1 it. It . much hard weather, 


| froſt and ſnow, rough winds and wintry 


ſtorms. Summer comes, but he muſt ſtill 
wait; His corn is in ear, yet it is liable to 
ſuffer from long drought and from blights, 
and to be beat down with heavy thunder 22 1 
ers; but he has long patience. At laſt he 
1 is not diſappointed of his hope. He reaps 


the precious fruit of the earth, and gathers 


in his joyful harveſt. Behold, Omy ſoul, and 
imitate. How ſtrong is his faith IS thine like 
bis? God has only ſaid, that the ſeaſons ſhall 
not fail: He has not ſaid, that the harveſt in 
every field and country ſhall not fail, yet the 
3 ſowsin faith and waits in patience. But 
the promiſe is ſure to thee—* He that be- 
<« lieveth ſhall never beconfounded,” and doſt 
thou believe this with a hope that maketh not 
| aſhamed? He has long patience : How is 
thine? Art thou not weary and faint in thy 
mind, eſpecially when the courſe of provi- 
dence ſeems to run counter to thy hope? 
Canſt thou hold thee ſtill in the Lord, and 
abide patiently upon him, when he chaſtiſes 
_ thee, and ſeems in anger to caſt thee off? 
He waits long for an harveſt of periſhing 
things, and canſt not thou wait to have thy 
fruit unto holineſs and the end everlaſting 
life? O what need haſt thou of patience ! 
Seek it, pray for it, beg of thy God to eſta- 
bliſh thy heart; that thou mayeſt be rooted - 
and grounded in faith: And if troubles come 


great and „ thou mayeſt poſſeſs Gul 
ou 


. 


- 


3 
y ""Y in patience, ſo long, as the Lord ſhall 
pleaſe to exerciſe thee with them. And ne- 
ver forget that he will certainly eome, and 
quickly. Let this promiſe keep thee from 
fainting: He will come in with his ſupports ; 
he will adminiſter his comforts under the 
croſs; he will remove it in due ſeaſon. 
What can be required for the eſtabliſhing 
of thy heart, which is not promiſed to thee 
in this ſcripture ? “ Caſt not away therefore 
* your confidence, which hath great re- 
6 compence of reward : For ye have need 
«of patience, that after ye have done che 
«© will of God, ye might receive the pro- 
4 miſe; For it is but a very little while, and 
„he that ſhall come will come, and wilt 
not tarry. Wait then on the Lord, O my 
© foul; be of good courage, and he ſhall 
: ſtrengthen thine heart : Wait, | ſay, on 
2 8 
Perhaps thou art ready to robly--J have 
waited long, but am ſtill to learn: for my 
trials are ſo various, that as ſoon as I have _ 


25 


| been well exercifed with one fort, preſently 


it is changed, and another comes, to which 
I was not accuſtomed And this 'continual- 
ly, like Job's meſſengers; one after on. 
and ſtill the laſt brings a ſadder meſſage 
than the former Hafd and long trials 1 
have endured, but this conſtant change of 
them wearies me out; they come ſo unex- 


| pee, * figd me ſo Sa OE they ſo 
a Sea | harraſs 


* 
f 


„ 1 
harraſs my troubled mind, that I am ready 
to fink under them frequently I am tempt- 
ed to think, that if God loved me, he would 
not delight in aMiQing me in this manner. 
Thus the carnal] mind is apt to reaſon a- 

gainſt God and his ways: But when the be- 
liever goes into the ſanctuary and conſults the 
oracle, he receives an anſwer of grace and. 
peace, and is ſatisfied that this change of 
trials is nothing new with God. It is his 
_ uſual method of training up his children in 
faith and patience. He appoints troubles for 
the exerciſe, and all ſorts of troubles for the 
improvement of their graces. The captain 
of their ſalvation was made perfect through 
ſufferings :* So are all the ſoldiers of Chriſt 
Jeſus, It was the remark of one of his 
champions—Many are the troubles of the 
righteous, The apoſtle James ſpeaking of the 
perſecuted Hebrews ſays, they had DIVERS 
temptations, different one from another; and 
his brother Peter tries to comfort them un- 
der their MANIFOLD affliftions, many in 
number, ſucceeding as faſt as wave follows 
after wave, and of many kinds, ſome dil-. 
treſſed them in their bodies, others in their 
minds, in their character, in their ſubſtance, 
in their families, in every way that affliction 


could be felt. Patience is the grace ſuited 


to all theſe trials: Becauſe it bears them in 
the ſtrength of God: For it conſiſts in truſt- 
ing to his ſure word of promiſe, and believ- 


| WS. 


9 


. . 3 1 
ing it againſt ſenſe and feeling: Faith ns 
this preſent trial comes from the love of my 
covenant God: Patience ſays, then I will 
bear it, till he bring it to a good iſſue. What- 
ever the trial be, patience has the ſame. pro- 
miſe- keeping God to truſt in. If he ſend 
variety of trials, it is only to give a variety of 
proofs, that he is faithful, who hath promiſed. 
He knous we have divers diſeaſes, which muſt 
have divers remedies to heal them. We 
have manifold evils in us, Which require ma- 
nifoll afflictions to ſubdue them. And God 
intends to give us many bleſſings, and he ap- 
points many troubles to bring us to the en- 
joyment of them. All thele are gracious 
diſpenſations, mercifully contrived, and ſea- 
ſonably adminiſtered, that patience may learn 
to perſevere in bearing. God changes the 
trial. Patience has a new leſſon, and a new 
opportunity of improvement. A good teach- 
er brings his ſcholars forward, and When 
they are gone through one book and are well 
ounded in it, then he advances them to 
another: When they have learned Latin, 
he puts them into Greek. But he does not 
change their ſtudies out of ill will or hatred 
to his ſcholars, They had rather be at play, 


than minding their books; and they 4 ; 


rather get but one leſſon, and be ſaying it 
over from day to day; but the maſter knows 
what 1s beſt for then, and he keeps them to 
their work. God trains up his ſcholars in 
| D 4 . various 
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various exerciſes, but all for their improve- . 
ment. He does not conſult what would 
pleaſe them, but he changes the leſſon, as 
be ſees needful He knows when their faith 
wants confirming, when their patience needs. 


eſtabliſhing, and therefore in much mercy 

he ſends a new trial for the growth of thoſe 
_ graces. Leſt they ſhould miſtake his mean 
ing in varying his trials ſo often, he gives 


them this general rule“ There hath no 
* temptation taken you, but ſuch as is com- 
* mon to man; but God is faithful, who 


„will not ſuffer you to be tempted. aboye 


« that. ye are able, but will with the temp- 


tation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye 


„ may be able to bear it.“ The Father will 
exerciſe his children with no trial, but ſuch 
as is common to man; and he will make a 
way for them to eſcape. How ſhould theſe 
conſiderations ſilence their murmurings? uf 


the trial be new to them, yet it is comm 


to man. If it be hard to bear, yet 172 3 


almighty to ſtrengthen patience. it laſt 
long, yet it ſhall end well, How convin- 


_ cing are theſe reaſons? How patiently ſhould _ 
| believers, influenced by them, ſubmit to the 
chaſtening of the Lord? And yet there is 


ſtill unbeſief in them, which will be urging 
freſn complaints, and ſtirring up impatience. 

The poor ſufferer, feeling his ſmart, is 
Apt to think Any croſs, hut mine, would be 
eber ſhould not fay one word againſt 


Os : 
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God, if he tried me with any iti but this 


cuts me to the heart—Oh it is a very agony 
both to my fleſh and ſpirit—there is nothing 
like it—it is ſo exactly calculated to eroſs 
my temper, to hurt me in the tendereſt part, 
and to rob me of my moſt beloved gratifica- 
tion, that- it is the very thing in the world, 
from which J could have wiſhed to be exem _ 
ed - Any crofs, Lord, but this. 
Nay, but O man, who art thou that re- 
plieſt thus againſt God? Hold thy tongue as 
were with a bridle. Let not felf-will mur- 
mar; and folly ſpeak againſt the chaſtening, 


of the Lord. He ſays that he is dealing with 


_ thee as with ſons. Where is thy faith then? 


| ther eſe and feeling ſhould be permitted 


\ « 


n "thine own ſtrength * Thou feeleſt the: 


o plead, and to be heard againſt the wit. 


ness of God in his word. Where is thy pa- 


tience ? that thou canſt not bear the preſent 


las ! miſtaken man what canſt thou bear 


ſmart of thy preſent eroſs, and it makes thee 


peeviſh and fretful: The ſmart of any other 


would have the very ſame effect. A leſs than 


this, the leaſt thing in the world, that oppo- 
ſes thy will, would ſtir up thine impatience. 


Obſerve thy temper, how it catches fire at 
any little oppoſition from men. The ſame 


temper will be inflamed and rage, when God: 


cChaltiſes thee, if thbu refuſe to receive his 
Cotreclion. 1 rebel-wilb is the cauſe of 


ed hy 


croſs, but wouldſt take up any other. Alas! 
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oppoſing the will of God. O take heed 


1 


thy pain, and makes thy croſs ſo bitter: For 


if God's will and thine were one, there could 


be no croſs; but his will is almighty, and yet 
thou reſiſteſt it. God puts his yoke upon thee, 
and thou art like a ſtubborn beaſt, which 


only hurts and galls itſelf by ſtriving and 


kicking againſt its work. He tries thee 
with one croſs, and thou art, diſſatisfied, 
thou couldſt contrive a better for thy- 


ſelf. Thou wouldſt be thine own lord 


and governour. Self- u ill, they ſay, is a 
ſure guide to ſell-deſt ruction. Beware then 


cf thine own will. When God calls thee to 


take up any croſs, don't wiſh for another. He 


ends this, and to it he requires thy ſubmiſ- 
ſion. It is thy duty, and thine intereſt to 


receive it ſor the exerciſe and for the im- 
provement of thy patience; but inſtead of 
taking it up quietly, and waiting for the good 
fruit of it; thou art quarrelling with it, and 


oppo God. G tak 
this vain attempt. It is a ſnare laid for thce. 


A fatal trap, into which the love of indepen- | 
dence ſeduced the firſt man, and which ever 


hnce eaſily enſnares his poſterity. When 
thou at tempted to murmur at thy preſent 


eroſs - conſider what it is—meditate a mo- 
ment upon thy Father's love, who moſt mer- 
cifully appointed, who moſt ſeaſonably ſent 


it—andif it be nothing ſtrange, wah en 


mon to man, then don't try to ſſift. it off, but 
ſeek the promiſed grace to bear it, There 


| 1 
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is not 4 crols, that he will lay upon thee, but he 9 
has laid it before upon others. and it will tend 1 
greatly to the peace of thy mind, and to the 1 
reſtraining of thy will, to obſerve how he dealt 1 


with them. Take notice then, how he in love 
exerciſed them with every croſs, that can be 
laid upon thee, how he ſupported them under 
it, and what bleſſed fruit they reaped from it. 
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This is the kingdom of the croſs; and it i 
is the Lord's will, that every diſciple in it * 
A | ſhould be as his maſter. He has choſen tem 


40 ſuffer with him, as well as to. reign with 
him. And therefore intending to call forth 
his gifts and graces into daily exereiſe, he has. 
honoured them with the daily croſs. He ſees 
jz needful oftento change it, andhe has inform- 
ed them of his gracious deſigns herein. There 
is ſcarce any kind of ſuffering, but ſome or 
other of his people have been tried with it, 
and he has. left proiniſes in ſcripture of his: 1 
ſupport, and of his coming in with comfort, | 
and in due time with deliverance. So that 
whatever thy croſs be, it is not ſent, O my 
ſoul, to hinder, but to promote communion. 
with thy God, and to help thee forward in 
the heavenly way. 

Art thou pinched with poverty a 1 Y 
er, but in diſtreſſed circumſtances? Bleſſed 
art thou of the Lord. Hearken, my belor- 
ed brother, hath not God choſen the poor 

& of this world rich in faith and heirs of the 
* kingdom, * he hath promiſed to · 
1 them. 
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them that love him?“ What a mercy is 

it to have thine outward eſtate thus appoint- 
ed for thee by the choice of thy heavenly 
Father! And the ſame eſtate which he choſe 
for his beſt beloved. In the exceeding riches 
. of his loue he decreed, that thou ſhouldſt 
be poor in this -world, as Jeſus was—He 


rl knew | it was beſt for thee—and he choſe thee 


rich in faith outward poverty was to be the 
means of thine improvement in ſpiritual 
Tiches—thy want of temporals was to bring 
thee to live more by faith upon eternal 
h things. O how good is thy God! He ſent 
thee poverty to enrich thee.” It is to bring 
| thee near to God, to keep thee near to him, 
and to afford thee. daily proof of his pre- 
cious love. Theſe are ſome of the bleſſings 
of rich faith, 79 theſe are worth more than 
all the treaſur 
then—thy God will ſupply all thy need. Be 
thankful—thou art an heir of the kingdom. 
Bleſs thy God—no creature out of heaven 
has more reaſon to bleſs him, than thou 
haſt He is thine—All things are thine. 
Perhaps thou art tried with bodily pain 
and ſickneſs: Theſe are hard trials. To en- 
dure them is the very crown of patience; 
but ſtrength to endure them is promi- 
ſed, and in waiting upon the Lord will 
be received; ſo that outward pains ſhall 
rn inward joy. Thus we read: The 


Lond * ö him upon the _ = 
An- 


4 Ws: 


in the world. Be content 


ta 


«6 * — tis 
his ſickneſs.” He is weak, God ſtrengthens 
| him, He is ſick, God comforts him. He is 
in pain, God ſmooths his bed, and he lies 


patient. Sickneſs cannot be pleaſant in it- 
ſelf; but is profitable for its fruits. It is the 


appointment of God, and teaches ſubmiſſion . 


It comes to the be- 


to his ſovereign will. 
of precious love 


liever with a meſſa 


This bitter cup is ent from thy heavenl 


Father, who has many gracious purpoſes to 
anſwer by thy taking it— He would humble 
thee and let thee feel what thou art, and 


what thou deſerveſt—he would .mortify the 


life of ſenſe—He would give oecaſio 
creaſe. faith and to advance patience 
1t up—There is a rich cordial at t 
1 tom The taſte of it willldraw out thy heart 
in love to God. Happy liekneſs! which pro- 


motes ſpiritual health. Bleſſed pain! Which 


the kind phyſician, often makes the. way to 


| pleaſure, yea to the ſweeteſt ware eee | 


of his love, 
Art thou in' the fite of perſecution? Are 
thy friends and relations all in arms againſt 


thee for leaving them to follow Chriſt? Is 
thy dependence upon them, and art thou 


greatly tempted to make ſome compliances, 
leſt they 
ſhouldſt come to poverty? This may be 
2 fiery trial; but it“ is a bleſſed one. He 


will make it ſo, who ſays, Bleſſed are 
Th. ye when men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 


Ss cute 


thou wilt make all his bedin : 


bot- 


ſhould- caſt thee aut, and thou 
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4 cute you, and ſhall ay . wh manner of 
eri againſt you falſly for my ſake. Re- 
Joice, and be exceeding glad: Becauſe 
47 „ great is: your reward in heaven: For ſo 
« perſecuted they the prophets, who were 
before you.” This perſecution will be fo. 
far from ſtopping thee in thy way, that it 
. will both help thee forward, and will alſo 
make thy journey pleaſant. Thy friends re- 
vile thee: Look up to him, Who when he 
was reviled, reviled not again: He will turn 
their reproach into a bleſſing. They perſe- 
cute thee: the goodly fellowſhip. of the pro- 
phets carried the ſame croſs; and- found it 
no hindrance to their ſpiritual Joy. They 
-fay all manner of evil of thee: Take heed 
that they ſay it falſly, and for Chriſt's ſake; _ 
and if thou + ſuffer for him, and art evil 
ſpoken of for thine attachment to him, then 
'xejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is 
thy reward in heaven. Thou art a ſufferer 


-with him, and thou ſhalt alfo reign witng 


him. Look forward to the promiſed king- 
dom. Expect it in fajth, and the proſpect 
will give thee at every ſtep Joy TIEN 
_ full of glory. © 3 
Perhaps this perſecution may be carried 
on to acis of injuſtice, even to the depriv- 
ing thee of thy property: thou mayeſt Make 
fer the loſs of all thy worldly goods for Chriſt's | 
fake. When God calls thee to this trial, he 
will 10 855 thee N to bear it, 20 thou 
i ſhalt 


„ + 
11 


ak; hh, 5 
malt be a great gainer by thy loſs. So Paul 
found it T have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and I do account them but dung 
No that I may win Chriſt.“ So it was with. 
he Hebrews—® They took Joyfully' the 
Ceiling of their Soc, knowing in them- 
ſelves, that - they had in heaven a better 
and an enduting ſubſtance. 5 Wbat love 
was here! God was their portion, and their 
Freat reward. He had made them happy 
the ſenſe of his love; and to manifeſt the 
reality, po to demonſtrate the power of 1 it. 


what great things love can ds for his names 


ſake, 12 took away all their earthly delights. 
Let them go, ſays Paul, I part with them as 


J would with ſo much dung, for [ have ex- 


perienced that the loſs of them has brought 
me to nearer fellowſhip with my precious, 
moſt precious Jeſus Happy parting, ſay the 
Hebrews, farewel goods and chattels— we 
1 oice in the ſpoiling bf our goods: becauſe 
we have got f faſter hold of — ſubſtance by 
the Joſs of the ſhadow - outward comforts 

are gone, but inward richly ſapply their | 


place—we are robbed of our earthly poſſe 


lions, thank God we cannot be robbed of 
our better and enduring. ſabRance : for it is 


releryed in heaven for, us, Where no motli T 


or ruſt can corrupt, and Where no thieves 


Can break. through or ſteal": in this Faith: we 


find our hearts free and tight and haf 
in | running het race that is ler before us. 
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Thy trial may be ſomething ſtill nearer. 
It may be the loſs of thy deareſt relations. 
The wife of thy boſom is taken from thee. 
Thy favourite child is dead, perhaps drown- 
ed, or burned, or killed at a ſtroke: the 
delight of thine eyes is gone, and thine heart 
is ready to break. All ſorrow is not forbid- 
den, 1 ſorrowing even as others, wha 
have no hope. Tears may flow, but chriſ- 
tian hope keeps them within their proper 


"bounds: it reſtrains and ſanctifies them. 


Thy wife is dead: thy child is dead. The 


He requires thee. to forſake living wife 451 
children, be they ever ſo dear, if love of 
them cannot be enjoyed without forfeiting 
his love. And there were great multi- 
44 tudes with Chrift, and he turned and ſaid 

unto them, if any man come unto . me, 

and hate not his father and mother, and 
wife and children, and brethren, and ſiſ 

« texs, he cannot be my diſciple.” The 


p 0 


diſeiple gives up himſelf to the maſter's dj 
ſal to ſearn of him to believe in him 

and to love him. My, fon, ſays he, give me 
thy: heart. He has a right to it, and he will 
admit of no rival. It is his temple and bis 
throne; in which he alone will be worſhip- 
ped, and honoured, He is à jealous God, ald 

if, any love hinder love to bim, it muſt be 
ſcripture, ſtudy it carefully, auc it may be 


* 


the 


po- 


\E 
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the means of ſhewing thee the true cauſe of 


thy great ſorrow about worldly relations: it 
is becauſe thou haſt little love to' thy beſt 


relation and friend, Jeſus Chriſt. If thy love 


to him was what it ſhould be, thy heart 
Vuould not be ſo grieved. at thoſe loſſes ; but 
would in patient ſubmiſſion acknowledge— 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 


Perhaps thou art mourning for the loſs of 
living friends, They have forſaken thee; 
Old connections, as dear to thee as thy own - 
foul, are broken. Perſons; whom thou 


hadſt known from thy childhood, and with 
whom thou hadſt grown up in ſtrict friend- 


ſhip, are now thine enemies, and become fo 
without any offence or fault of thine. They 
- hate thee, becauſe thou art a real chriſtian, 
and their hatred is harder to bear, becauſe 
the world joins them in it, and thy name is 
every where caſt out with contempt. 


It muſt be fo. The decree cannot be 


altered I wirLt ror enmity between the 
ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the ſer- 
pent. God put it, and put it for ever. The 
enmity broke out, as ſoon as there were tẽ .o 
born into the world. Cain hated Abel, and 
flew him. Ever ſince, he that was born 
after the fleſh perſecuted him that was born 
after the ſpirit. There has been one, and 
dut one perfect man upon the earth fince 
the fall, and the enmity of the world yo" 
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ed him unto death. Leſt we ſhould marvel 
at its following us, he has ſorewarned us — If 

** the world hate you, ye know that it hated. 

* me before it hated you: if ye were of the 
* world, the world would love its own, but 
* becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have 
© choſen you out of the world, therefore the 


« world hateth you.” What a ſtrange reaſon 


is this! Becauſe I love you, therefore the 
world hates you. What God chooſes, the 
world rejects. Why then, O my ſoul, doſt 
thou court its ſmiles, or fear its frowns ? 
- The world, which lieth in wickedneſs, cannot 
love thee, and its enmity cannot hurt thee, 
Remember the words of Jeſus—*<* Theſe . 
* things have I ſpoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace: in the world ye 
* SHALL have tribulation, but „be of good 
„courage, I have overcome the world.” 
I have overcome it for you, and I will over- © 
come it in you: tribulation from it ſhall not 
hurt your peace in me, but ſhall increaſe it: 
I will make my love the ſweeter for its en- 
mity : troubles from it ſhall be well repaid 
with my joys: and when it quite caſts you 
out, then will I take you into my boſom, 
and let you know what the affection of the 
heavenly bridegroom is. 
Why then, 2 my ſoul, art thou afraid of 
ſuch an exchange? Is it not for thy profit 
to part with the world for Chriſt, and to 
give up its joys for his? What greater ug | 
19. a 2 75 9 canſ 
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canſt thou expect, than to win Chriſt, and 
by him to be crucified to this preſent evil 
world? Dying to it thou wilt be more alive 


to him, and therefore happier in him. As 
other ties are diſſolved, thy heart will be 


knit clofer to thy divine lover. Warmed 
with his precious love, cloathed with the 
* {un and the moon under thy feet,” thou 
wilt haſten thy ſteps heavenwards; yea, thou 


wilt be ready to take wing and to fly to the 


embraces of thy dear, ever, infinitely dear 
Jeſus. Thou wilt want no comment upon 
the words of the bride the Lamb's wife, but 


wilt gladly uſe them after her“ Make 
*haſte, my beloved, and be thou like to a 


© tains of ſpices,” “. 


* roe,' or to a young hart upon the moun- 
In former ages the children of God were 


often deprived of their liberty, caſt into 


priſons, and bound in chains. This ſeems 


to us an heavy croſs, To be ſhut up in a 


dark dungeon, put into fetters, and deprived 


of every worldly comfort, requires great 


patience : but even this did not ſtop them in 


their way to heaven, nor in the enjoyment: 
of God by the way. Paul the priſoner of 
the Lord often mentions it amongſt his high- 


eſt honours, that he was accounted worthy 
to ſuffer for the name of Chriſt. He and 


Silas were cruelly beaten with many ſtripes 
at Philippi, were put into the inner priſon, 
and their feet faſtened in the ſtocks; but the 


— 


Lord 
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Lord was with them, and he turned their 
priſon into a paradiſe: his joy made them 
forget their wounds and pains: for at mid- 
' night Paul and Silas prayed, and sax 
PRAISES unto God, This has often been 
the cafe ſince. their time: the Lord has often 
viſited his priſoners, and the” light of his 
countenance has made them happy in their 
bonds. Indeed we are not called to this 
kind of ſuffering at pręſent; thanks be to 
his grace. This is a day of ſuch uncommon 
mercies, that we have more to fear from 
our want of thankfulneſs, than from our 
want of liberty. I pray God we may not 
grow licentious,. and abuſe our great. privi- 
leges, but may he enable us ſo. to value 
them and live up to them, that he may be 
: hogoured for continuing 1225 to us, and to 
our poſteritʒ. | 
"The . times alſo believers were ofien 
foreed to ſeal the teſtimony of Jeſus with. 
their blood, And even this did. not ſtop 
them in their walk, nor hinder their com- 
munion with God Hear one of his martyrs 
— The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, that bonds 
and affictions wait for me in every city: 
e but none of theſe things move me, neither 
account I my life dear unto myſelf,” ſo that 
„ may finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 
N — which I have received of the 
„Lord Jeſus.” This was not a vain; brag. 


He aner in humble faith, depending 12 
5 18 
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bis mater s Promiſe, that he would ſtand by 
him, when his blood ſhould be ſhed, and 
would make him an happy conqueror in the 
hour of death. And he was more than con- 
queror; but the grace, which made him ſo, 
was not peculiar to, or the privilege of, an 
apoſtle: the ſame was given to a noble army 


2 


of martyrs; who overcame ſatan by the 


blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their teſtimony, and they loved not their 
lives unte the death. What a triumph of 


patience was this! They were enabled to 


bear any thing, even the loſs of life, rather 
than ſuffer the loſs of their Lord's favour. 
Examine, O my ſoul, whether thy faith be 
like theirs. Canſt thou endure, as they did ? 
How is thy patience under the croſs ! Read 
what they went through, who are well re- 
ported of by the Holy Ghoſt for their faith, 

and remember the fame grace is promiſed to 
thee to carry thee patiently through all thy 

ſufferings— They had trials of 01 


* mockings and ſcourgings, yea, moreover 
of bonds and impriſonments: they were 


e ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were 


<6. tempted, were ſlain with the ſword ; they 


« wandered about in ſheep ſkins and goat 
« ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 


„ed; of whom the world was not worthy, - 


255 they wandered in deſerts and in mountains, 


and in dens and in caves of the earth, 


Ls and theſe all obtained a good report 
| 1 — 
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e through faith.“ » They are celebrated by 
the holy Spirit for having patiently endured, 
till they had run their race, and finiſhed 
their courſe with joy. He ſets their example 
before thee, that thou ſhouldſt not be ſloth- 
ful in running the ſame race, but a follower 
of them, who through Ot and patience 
inherit the promiſes. _ 
Meditate ſeriouſly, O my ſoul, and reflect 
again and again upon the great need thou 
| haſt of patience. Remember the croſs lies 
in thy way to the crown, and thou canſt not 
avoid it. The Lord has appointed it to be 
thy portion, and it is entailed upon thee, as 
much as the kingdom i is. When he exerciſes 
and tries thee with it, he does not act merely 
as a ſovereign, but as a Father. He deals 
with thee, as with ſons. His children want, 
and his children have correction. None are 
Without it. But they find it hard to bear. 
The will of the fleſh is impatient under the 
croſs. Self Iove hates it. Carnal reaſon can- 
not he reconciled to it. If it be thus with 
ſons, what muſt it be with baſtards? The 
natural man, when he is brought into great 
trouble, is like a mad beaſt, If his pains 
be ſharp and acute, he rages, ſtorms, and 
blaſphemes: if they be allo laſting, having 
no God to go to, he often gives way to deſ- 
Pair, and diſpatches himſelf with a piſtol, 
running to hell for relief. O my ſoul, mar- 


vel not at this. If God had left thee to 1 | 
| * 
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cell, the ſame trials might have brought 


thee to the ſame unhappy end. How neceſſa- 


ry then is patience? without it thou canſt 


not bear the croſs, nor hold on thy way 
under it, nor profit from it. And how ne- 
ceſſary are the doctrines before inſiſted on, 


for the practice of patience? No one can 
ſubmit to bear the crols, unleſs he be firſt 


perſuaded that God is reconciled to him and 


loves him in his Son. When he is ſatisfied 


of this, he will ſee all things (the croſs a- 


mong the reſt) well ordered for him in the 
covenant, and alt working together for tlie 
halt. The croſs is mercifully ſent to make 


a trial of theſe docttines: by it God would 


manifeſt the truth and bring forth the power 


of them, that it may appear they were not 
learned, as notions, but experienced by his 


1 almighty grace. His end is anſwered. The 


trial of faith eſtabliſnes the peace of God in 


the conſcience, and confirms the love of God 
in the heart, and thereby keeps patience 
Waiting for ſtrength to hold out, and for a 


bleſſed iſſue. The believer made ſtrong in 


the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus endures pa- 
tiently. He knows from w/ hom his croſs 


comes. It is the appointment of his Father; 


5 who As not ſend it in hatred. He never 


afflicts his children, but in perfect love. He 


never puts a heavy croſs upon them to break 


the back of their patience, but to ſtrengthen 


"iy and to train them up to bear greater 


burdens. 


FA 
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burdens. He would teach them their weak - 
neſs, and his ſtrength— their wants, and his 
ſupplies— he would call forth their faith for 
the honour. of his word - and their patience 
- for the glory of his faithfulneſs, Lord, teach 
me thele leſſons. I want the experience of 
them every day. O my God, make me an 
humble diſciple in the ſchool of Chriſt. 
There only can I learn to ſuffer thy will; 
to thee I come for this grace. Aſſiſt me, O 
fthouspirit of wiſdom and revelation, in read- 
ing thy word, that through patience and 
comfort of the ſcriptures I may have hope. 
Enable me to meditate night and day on 
| the doctrines of grace revealed in them, and 
to mix faith with, them, that I may be ſtrong. 
in the patience of hope. O merciful God 
and Father, Ideſire to þeftrengthened migh- 
tily by thy Spirit in the inner man to bear 
thy croſs. I would live in a continual depen- 
denee upon thine arm to carry me through 
every trial. O thou God of patienoe and con- 
ſolation, enable me to bear thy croſs daily to 
the praiſe of the glory of thy grace, and to 
bear it patiently to the end, that I may finiſh 
my. courſe with joy. Be it unto thy ſervant ac- 
_ cording to thy word, wherein thou haſt cauſed 
me to put my truſt. Amen, ſo be it Lord, Amon. 
To receive benefit from afffictions is a great 
bleſſing. To ſuffer them with a reſigned 
will, yea to rejoice in them, as if all the joy in 
the world was come to us, iscontrary to m_ 
| A Ae and 
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and feeling; to carnal reaſon and to buman 


philoſophy ; therefore onr heavenly: Father 


has graciouſly informed his children of his 
love in affſicting them: Theſe informations 


are the ground of their faith, and were given 


to ſilence murmuring in their hearts, and to 
keep them waiting patiently for the promi- 


ſed fruits of ſuffering. Among which this is a 
Tulip, and not the leaſt, namely, the 


crucifying of the fleſh, and the deadening of 


it in thoſe affections and luſts; which if not 
daily mortified, would ſtop the believer in 
his walk, and would hinder his holy com- 
munion with God. When faith has been 
tried, and is come out of the fire, proved to 
be the faith of God's elect, and when pa- 
tience has gone through the fiery furnace and 
has found no harm, then it is the Father's 


will to advance and to improve his children 


in the doctrine of the croſs. They have a 
carnal mind ftill, which is enmity againſt 


God—a body of fin—an old man of ſin 


the fleſh in them luſting againſt the ſpirit. 
This their fleſhly nature, which doth remain, 


yea in them that are regenerated, is the great- 


eſt enemy to their holy walk with God in 

conſtant peace, and growing love : Beans 
it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. The life of ſenſe in them is 
always oppoſing the life of God. Hence the 
continual war between nature and 
which if a man does not find i in himſelf, he 

Vor. „„ 


grace, 


may 
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n may a upon it, he either never was a- 
live to God, or elſe at that time h 
to God. If. he be living by the faith of the 
Son of God, he. will alſo be fighting the 
good fight of faith againſt all the, enemics of 
his, ſalyation. He will never think of putting 
off the whole armour of God, until he put 
off the body of ſin and of death: And un- 
til that day, come, he will be ſtriving. for 
the maſtery. over his body, that-he 0 75 


e is dead 


eep 


it under and bring it into ſubjection. How 
_ abſolutely. neceſſary, this riving is appears 


from the tender compaſſion of our God and 


Father, who has, appointed and decreed in 
covenant love all the croſſes, which were to 


be laid upon, our rebel- nature, and which 


were to be kept upon it, till death. It is his 
holy will hereby to reſtrain its affections, to 


mortify its luſts, to hedge up its way by 


thorns and afflictions, and by theſe means 


he would weaken its power. Is not this 
mercy unſpeakahle ? And what more, likely 
method could he contrive thus to crucify the 
fleſh, than to put it, and. to keep it upon 


the croſs? For as the ſinful nature is deaden- 


ed, the new man is s tenew ed day by day. The 


/ | 


one, grows more alive. by the maortification 
of the other. The. ſubduing of unbelief, 


pride and ſelf.ſecking is the frengthening 


ol faith, humility N OB= cook God. This 
command thereforeis frequently given to be- 


lievers—Put off the old 2 on the 
new 


t 


/ 


E 


new—mortify your members which are upon 


the earth—crucify the fleſh with its affections 
and luſts. And this is ſpoken to believers high = 


1n grace, as high as ever any went, or can 


go. The Spirit of God ſays to the SAINT 


at Rome—* Let not ſin reign in your mor- 


e tal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the 


« laſts thereof, neither yield ye your mem- 


bers as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs un- 


e to ſin.“ The infallible Spirit ſpeaks to 


the Saints at Epheſus “ Put off concern- 


“ jng the former converſation the old man, 
« ho is corrupt according to the deceitful 
+ luſts; and put on the new man.” The 
ſame precept is given by the ſame Spirit to 


the s Al N rs at Coloſs “ Mortify your mem 
* hers which are upon the earth.“ This is 
an holy war; and all the ſaints of God are 
engaged in it. They are fighting againſt 
every thing ſinful, but more particularly 
watching under arms againſt their on cor- 
rupt nature, which is their hardeſt warfare: 
Becauſe thite is no releaſe from it, and it 


is carried on by continual ſelf-denial, by re- 


ſiſting the affections and luſts of the old man, 
and by oppoſing his giving up the mem 


bers of his body, as inſtruments of unrighte- 


ouſieſs unto ſin. But as good ſoldiers of 


Chriſt Jeſus they reſiſt unto blood ſtriving 
againſt ſin. The captain of their ſalvation 


is always on their ſide to encourage them 
with his promiſes, and to help them with 
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tile ſtrength. He intends to lead them on con- N 
quering and to conquer, therefore he lays the 
croſs upon their corruptions, as the moſt ef- 


fectual means of ſubduing them, and to re- 


cConcile them to it, he ſpeaks unto them, as 


unto children 
My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening 


of the Lord. I do not afflict thee in hatred, 


but in covenant love, My deſign is to mor- 


titfy the body of ſin, and therefore I give 


thee this wholeſome phylic. Thou. haſt 
many bad humours and corruptions, for 
which I have appointed this ſovereign me- 
dicine. Truſt my ſkill believe my love— _ 
depend upon mine arm—and thou wilt in- 
fallibly find it profitable to the ſpirit, how- 


ever painful to the fleſh, Wait, and the . 


ſhall be bleſſed. 5 
Jo this truth the prophet Iſaiah 1 a 5 


clear teſtimony. He explains the Lord's de- 
ſign in afflcting his people, and tells them, 
it was to purge them from their iniquity, to 
keep them from the love of ſin, and to reſtrain 
the practice of it. He afflicted them in mercy : 
But he afflicted their enemies in juſtice. Hath 
he ſmitten Iſrael, as he ſmote thoſe that ſmote 
him? No, he has not. Or is he ſlain accord- 
ing to the laughter of them that are ſlain by - 
bim? No, he chaſtiſes his in love; he has ap- 
pointed the mealure, the time, the degree of 
their correction. In meaſure when it ſhoot- 


N ein forth, thou wilt debate with it; he ſtay- 
— 


P's 


« eth his rough wind in the day of his caſt 
* wind: by this (moderate affliction) there- 
fore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purg- 

„ ed, and this is all the fruit to take away 
his ſin!— to keep him back from ſin in 
general, and from the fin of idolatry in parti. 
cular, as it follows in the prophet “ When 
he maketh all the ſtones of the altar like 

* chalk ſtones that are beaten in ſunder, 
MN then the groves and images ſhall not ſtand 
up.“ The altar, at which they offered 


their idol- -worſhip, ſtrall be broken don. 


like ſtones burnt in pieces for lime, and the 
groves and rmages fhall not ſtand up, but 


ſhall be broken down alſo. Tleſe happy 


effects ſhall be brought about by ſanctified 
affliction —iniquity ſhall be purged—fin ſhall 
be reſtrained—idolatry ſtrall be thrown down. 


And God fays, this ſhall be ALL the fruit 


and end of his chaſtening. He tells his peo- 


ple of his deſign, that they might know 
their affliction would bring forth good fruit, 


and that they might wait fatiently for the 


fulfilling of bis promiſe. Bleſſed are all they 


that wait for him: they ſhall never be diſap- 


pointed of their hope. 
Ho gracious is God in his dealings with: 


his children! He provides the beſt for them, 


informs them of it, and becauſe they have 
a fallen nature oppoſite to his holy mind: 


and will, an enemy to his glory and to their 
| own Tus he acquaints them with his de- 
bee E 3 7 ſign. 8 
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6 ign in ſubduing: it. He appoints aMiQion 
for this end. It is the chaſtening of the 
Lord. He promiſes them ſtrength to bear 
it, and comfort under it. Nothing but good 
ſhall flow from it. Iniquity their worſt ene- 
my ſhatl be crucified : Actual fin, ſpringing 
from the iniquity of their nature, ſhall be 
mortified: the heart ſnall be deadened to its 
old idols, and as it dies to them it ſhall be 
happier in the love of God. O bleſſed croſs! 
what mercies doſt thou bring with thee? Is 
not that bleſſed · indeed, which under God 
produces ſuch unſpeakable mercies? Take 
it up then, O my ſoul, bear it patiently, and 
expect the choiceſt bleſſing s of the Father's 
love from it. Why doſt yo 0 refuſe ? It is 


FF yr al- 8 


heavy. It is an. True, but What aa 
it ſo ? Ae 8 ae is from thy rebel will. 


Tie pain comes from thy corruption unwil- 

ling to be mortified. Take it up in faith, 
and thou wilt find ſtrength enough to bear 
it, and bleſſings enow to make it a matter 

of all joy. Lord God, reconcile me to my 
daily croſs. May thy will in it be done. 
Miortify ſin, weaken its power, deaden its 

affections and luſts. Only Lord, whatever 
croſs thou ſendeft, give grace with it, that! 
bear it patientiy, and may wait for its pro- 
miſed fruit, Thou knoweſt what would ftop 
me in my heavenly journey, if it be my bo- 
ſom favourite, the deareft object of my love, 


1 O tc tear it from my heatt. Thou haſt given me 
a deſire 


"10 + 

| a deſire to have every rival dethroned. 
come, and reign alone ia me, Almighty Je- 

ſus, and ſubdue Whatever oppoſes thy lawful 
government. My Saviour and my God, make 

all within me feel the power of thy croſs. Cru- 

cify the body of fin. Spare nothing that 


would hinder my walking with thee, or would 


deprive'me of thy friendſhip and favours, I 
bleſs thee, I worfhip'thee, I glarify thee for. 


this infinite grace, tliat thou haſt made me 


willing to have all mine idols pulled down. 


Oa thee I depend every moment for keeping 


| ther dowh, O my Toving Jeſus, carry on thy 


work, and in thine own wity ſubdus fin in me: 
let me be planted together in the likenels of 
_ thydeath;thatTthay,be alfo in the likeneſs of 


thy reſutrection Dead to ſin, but alive to. 


God. L aſk this for thy great names ſake. Let 
it be thy good pleaſute to hear and anſwer. I 
believe thou wilt. I have thy word for it. 
There 1 reſt. Amen, and Amen. 1 
With this fafth review thy mercies. Con- 
ſider, O my foul, what a good God has done 
for three, and what greater things he has ſtill 
in ſtore. He has in forne meaſure- reconciled 


- thee to his croſs.” + Thou art convinced, it 


is thy Father's appointment, contrived for 
the beſt by his infinite love, and ſettled on 
thee for thy richeſt portion in time—He ſends 


it for the trial of thy faith, that it may be 


found unto praiſe and honour and glory 


for the exercife and for the improvement of 


* 


1 E 
thy patience — for the mortifying of the body 
of ſin, and for the deadening of the life of 
ſenſe. This is the will of thy moſt loving and 
tender Father. He ſends the croſs to be the 
means of theſe bleſſings. Certainly then it 
cannot hinder thy walk with him, but in all 
theſe reſpects will tend to keep thee in the 
way, and to help thee forward in it, and thus 
Fourthly, It will aſſiſt and promote thy 
holy fellowſhip and communion with God. 
This is the principal thing in religion. We 
fell from God by ſin, and it is the greateſt 
mercy to be brought back to him again, In 
ttgßis point all religions fail, but the chriſtian, 
Chriſt is the way. No one cometh to the Fa- 
ther, but by him: for there is ſalvation in 


only can juſtify ſtnners. And this way 
was -contrived in the covenant of the 
Trinity for the higheſt diſplay of their di- 
vine perfections: Which begin to be mani- 
felted, when the Spirit of, life enters into 
the ſinner, and quickens him; when the 


= Spirit of adoption enables him to truſt in 


the atonement and obedience of Immanuel, 
and thereby to ſee God reconciled and to call 
him, Abba, Father. With this faith in Je- 
- ſus he expects from the Father's love all his 
promiſed mercies. Thus he has fellowſhip 
with the Father and the Son by the holy. Spi- 
Tit. He ſtands related to the eternal Three 
in their covenant offices, and he receives 
G1 DES 8 freely 
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no other. He only can forgive ſins: he 


, HEH 
freely in believing the covenant bleſſings of 


each. 


Among theſe bleſſings the croſs is not the 


leaſt: for it is mercifully appointed to be 
the means of bringing ſinners to this divine 
fellowſhip. They go on ſtubbornly after their 
 ownhearts, and in the errorof their own ways, 
until the Lord ſend ſome trouble to ſtop them. 
They look wiſhfully at the gilded cup of plea- 
fure, and drink greedily ofiits ſweets without 
any fear ofithe deadly poiſon mixed up with 


it. But when God convinces. of fin, then 


comes ſorrow; they feel the poifon working: 
in a ſenſe of guilt, and dread of puniſhment,, 
which teach the want of a Saviour, and are: 
a good.ſchoolmaſter to bring themunto Chriſt.. 
So God dealt with the chief of the old teſta- 
ment finners—a giant in iniquity, who ſur- 
paſſed all that were before him in Jeruſalem : 
for idolatry and blood-ſheding. The Lord 
ſent his.prophets to warn him of. his guilt. 


but he would not heaken. He hardened his. 


heart, till the Lord brought upon. him the 
= captainsof the hoſt of the kingot Aſſyria, u ho 
took Manaſſeh among the thorns and bound 
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon :- 
And when he was in afffiction, he beſought 
the Lord his- God, and humbled himſelf 
greatly before the God of his Fathers, and 


prayed unto him, and he was intreated of 


him, and heard his ſupplication, and brought 
him again to Jeruſalem into his kingdom: 


* & SE then 
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cen Manaſſeh knew that the Lord he was 
God. His caſe was not ſingular. It is a 
common thing with the Lord to ſend afflic- 
tion to make fin bitter, that he may lead his 
people to true ſorrow for it, and that they 
may ſeek, until they find ſalvation. And 
when they have found it, he ſtill uſes the 
croſs to keep them near to himſelf. Indeed 
the croſs alone has not this effect, but ra- 
ther the contrary. The natural man has 
his fretfulneſs ſtirred up by ſuffering, and 
.cannot help murmuring at the will of God. 
But grace ſanctifies ſuffering. - God makes it 
a. bleffing to his children, as by it he exer- 
ciſes their faith in ſuch general FOR, 
as theſe, 
_ If God ſend great and many troubles; 
they ſhall not ſeparate believers from him : 
becauſe he will then be with them; as 
he ſpake unto Iſrael] — . Fear not to go 
down into Egypt, for I will there make 
„of thee a great nation, I will go down 
c with thee into Egypt. lt was the 
houſe of bondage, in which che taſk= 
maſters heavily affſicted his deſcendents with 
their burdens, but the more they afflicted 
them, the more. they multiplied and grew. 
So it is with the Iſrael of God: They need 
not fear any afffiction: for their God has pro- 
miſed to be with them in it, and by it to. 
make them great chriſtians; the more they 
are afflicted, the more ſhall their graces mul. 

tip 


(gt 3] 
tiply and grow—* I will be with thee in 
& trouble, ſays God! will redeem, I will 
< ſave thee from all thy troubles—many are 
&« the troubles of the righteous, but I willde- 
„ liver thee out of them all—yea, when thou 

* paſſeſt through the water and through the. 
“ fire, I will be with thee, and will preſerve- 
ee thee from all evil—i will make all theſe 
e things work together for thy good.” Theſe - 
- promiſes are a great ſupport to fa ith: for God 
engages to be with his children in every af- 
| gelten. He does not intend that any ſhould 
ſeparate them from him, but that all ſhould - 
keep them near to himſelf. He ſays he will 
ith them; they therefore expect his pre- 
ſence, and if their afflictions be very great, 
they may on good grounds wait for his time 
of- deliverance. . And as his word cannot be 1 
broken, their truſt in it will be confirmed, 
and their hearts will be eſtabliſhed in Waiting 0 
upon the Lord. If their afflictions continue | 
long he is with them all the time, making 
them ſenſible of their own. weakneſs, and 
putting forth his promiſed ftrength, both - 
that they may endure, and may alſo perſe- 
vere in enduring: thus he improves their pa- 
tience. And becauſe they have fill a carnal” 
nature, which cannot bear the crols, God: 
therefore keeps it upon them, in order to 
crucify the fleſh with its affections and luſts, 
that as they die unto {in they may live unto - 
3 Such is the declared ee | 
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of God in affliting his children: he would 
hereby cheriſh theſe graces in them, by which 
communion with himis kept up ; —1 as theſe 
grow, communion with him will grow in pro- 
portion. Faith will look more at the truth, and 
live more upon the faithfulneſs of God. Pa- 
tience will depend more on his arm, and the 
leſs happineſs the believer can find in the 
Creature, he will ſeek and will find the more 
in his God, The mortifying of the'old man 


will of courſe make the new man more alive: 


for as the power of the croſs of Chriſt is laid 
upon the former, the power of the life of 
Chriſt will be experienced in the latter. 
But ſuch is the goodneſs of God to his child- 
ren under the croſs, that he has given them 
ſeveral very particular and expreſs promiſes, 
in order. to ſtrengthen their faith and pa- 
tience. He has ſhewn them what fellowſhip | 
they are to expect with the eternal Three in 
their covenant offices; for promoting which 
he moſt mercifully provided the croſs. O 
my ſoul, attend to this: carefully ſurvey this 
rich contrivance of divine love, and when 
the croſs is ſent, take it up in faith, and ex- 
. pert to bea partakerof its coyenant bleſſings. 
| Remember, it is laid upon thee. to pro- 
mote communion with thy God and Saviour. 
The appointed trial comes, It is to give 
thee Nef of the ſoundneſs of thy faith in 
Jeſus, and to let thee ſee by experience, that 


. thou haſt not believed in vain. Tou fed 
e 


E 93 ] 
led to him for refuge, from ſin and guilt, 


from Wrath and helft: He took thee into his 


protection; and now thy ſafety in him is to 
be attacked. It will be ſeen, that the foun- 
dation upon which thou ftandeſt will bear 
thee up in an hour of temptation. If thou 
haſt indeed fellowſhip with him in his glori- 


ous ſalvation, it will now be made manifeſt 


to thy great profit. The croſs is laid upon 


"thee, an heavy, a bitter croſs: it deprives 
thee of all ſenſible comfort; and is kept: up- 
on thee till thou haſt no 3 of any. 


Hope in creature comfort is failed! This 
is a ſweet ſeaſon for ſpiritual communion with 
thy Jeſus. He has deadened the enjoyment 
of other things, that thy heart might he hap- 
pier in him; therefore now thou art to bring 
the princi jples, laid down in the former chap- 


ters, into practice. Here is a fair opportunity 
to make uſe of them: for without them a 


man muſt fink under ſiictt a croſs but thro' 
faith in the righteouſneſs of thy God and Sa- 
viour thou wilt not only have powerful ar- 
guments, but wilt alſo have powerful grace, 
to bear thy ſufferidgs, patient under them, 
and thankful for them = 
Under them thou wilt be tried is it good 
ground, upon which I have buitt my. hope 
of ſalvation?” Is it the rock of ages? Does it 
bear me up ſafe, and keep me unſhaken in 
this time of trouble? Les, bleſſings, eter- 
nal. bleſſings ont my Precious. Jeſus: I have 


fled | 
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fled to him for refuge, and he has ſet my 
feet upon a rock, that never can be moved: 
Chriſt my paſſover is ſacrificed for me: in 
the blood of ſprinkling T have put my truſt, 
and I am ſafe from the deſtroyer : he is my 
propitiation, in whom I haye redemption 
through faith in his blood: He is mine ad- 
vacate alſo with the Father, ſtanding in his 
| preſence. as my ſurety : while the Father ſees 
him and loves him, he will ſee me in him and 
love me with the ſame love: Jeſus is mine 
atonement with him, my righteouſneſs, my 
ſanctification, and my full redemption. 8 
thou moſt lovely loving Jeſus, have often 
been happy in the ſenſe of mine intereſt in 
thee, but never ſo happy as now. This croſs 
is ſaniified indeed: for it has removed what 
hindered my communion with thee, and has 
brought me to ſeek thy preſence, and to en- 
joy thy ſupports and thy comforts. I was 
fooliſh enough to wiſh it might paſs from 
me; but this was mine infirmity. Pardon it, 
my ſweet Jeſus, and accept mine unfeigned 
thanks for thy late mercies. Never in my 


life did I find the virtue of thy ſacrifice in 


the peace of my conſcience, nor had I ſuch 
intimate communion with thee in thy finiſh- 
ed ſalvation, as I have had under this croſs. 
It tried me indeed, but the trial was to thy 
glory, and to my profit. Il am now more 
fatigfied. than ever, that thy ſalvation is infi- 
nitely perfe , and that I. have my ſhare in | 
1 . 


„ 1 , 
it: I have it indeed now: for I am a parta- 

ker of the things which accompany (alva- 
tion. I am making uſe of them l find their. 
reality I enjoy their ſweetneſs— bleſſing and 
thanks and praiſe without ceaſing be unto 
thee, my adorable God and Saviour. 
Ils it not, O my ſoul, thy fervent prayer, 
that thou mayeſt live in holy friendſhip 
with Jeſus? Why then doſt thou fear his 


cC.roſs, which is his appointed way and means 


of improving thine intimacy with him, and 
| likeneſs to him? O ſtudy the diſcovery of 
his love in the ſcriptures: and' take par- 
ticular notice of the--promiſes, which he 
has made to his fuffering brethren. Read, 
mark them, mix faith with them, that they 
may be fulfilledꝰ in thine experience, Remem- 
ber, thou canſt not ſuffer, but by his will, 
to which he expects ſubmiſſion : he ſends the 
croſs to teach thee this leſſon. It cannot 
hurt thee, if thou doſt not quarrel with it: 
but if thy will be reſigned to his, herein 
thou wilt have fellowſhip with him; and 
thou wilt have reaſon conſtantly to be pray- 
ing to him—Not my will, Lord, but thine: 
. . e 
Conſider for the improvement of this fel- 
lowſhip, that thy Lord himſelf was exer- 
ciſed with the croſs. He has gone before 
thee bearing it. He has taken the curſe and 
wrath out of it, and has ſanctified it:toall his 
followers. In faith they muſt take it up, 
. SOS he per 71:7 5217 8: 
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and in patience carry it, or they will not 


come to the kingdom. Certainly then their 
crucified Lord wil be with them: yea, he 
has promiſed— I will be with thee in trou- 


| ble”—ſeek. his preſence, O my ſoul, under 


the croſs—wait for communion with him 
he has ſaid he will be with thee: expect 
therefore the light of his countenance, which 


is better than life. Do not fear the croſs, 


ſince it is to bring thee ſuch a bleſſing: it is 


to be the means of thy fellowſhip with Jeſus 


in his ſenſible ſupport, and heavenly com- 


fort, take it up then. Suppoſe it removes 


all thine earthly joy. Let it go. The pain of 
its loſs is not to be compared with the joy of 
thy ſpirit. Jeſus will give thee pure holy joy, 


and by his divine art will extra® it out of pain. 
He afflicts, that he may comfort. He takes a- 
Way ſenſual, that he may give ſpiritual plea- 
ſure. He removes creature. love, that he may 


communicate more of his happy. love. In 
ercy he chaſtiſes.. He ſees there is need 


to mortify ſin. He ſends the croſs for this 


rpoſe, and. bleſſes what he ſends. It 


pur 
works like wholeſome phyſic. But oh! it is 


bitter, it is nauſeous to the taſte, Why do 
you chew it then? Swallow the pill, The 
benefit-is-not to be found in the mouth, but 
in the ſtomach. There it will purge bad 
humours. The ſovereign phyfician intends 
it ſhould operate upon every evil temper, 
which would hinder; your bleſſed commu- 


nion with Him ard. ſhould be the means of 
exerciſing 


— 
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exerciſing thoſe graces, by which that com- 


munion is maintained, and may be improved. 
Such is the croſs of Chriſt - taken up in 
faith, and carried in patience, it promotes 


daily fellowſhip with him; which is the 


greateſt bleſſing upon earth. There is no 
greater in heaven: only they enjoy it by 
ſenſe, and we by faith. But we have the 


ſame fellowſhip with them in Jeſus, and the 


ſame communion with them in the graces of 


his ſalvation. And for theſe he makes way 


by his croſs, He deadens the foul to the 
life of ſenſe, that it may feel more of hap - 


pineſs in him. When. he has withdrawn 


other joys, he often ſhines into 'the heart 


with joy unſpeakable. He generally vouch- 


_ ſafes theie His love tokens to his ſuffering 


_ brethren, and gives his richeſt cordials in 


6. 


God almighty, I bleſs thee and adore thee 


their deepeſt diſtreſs. Each of ſuch happy 
ſouls can ſay—It is good for me to ſuffer 


with Jeſus. Yes, Lord: I am thy witnels : 
thy croſs is good: it has been the means of 


my greateſt good : for thou haſt brought me 
by it fo forſaxe communion with other ob- 


jects, and to enjoy communion with thee 


in thy precious love. If thou haſt been 
pleaſed to take away any of my beloved ob- 


| jets, thou haſt in much mercy ſupplied 


their place with thy preſence. -T have found 
my loſſes my chief gain. O my Jeſus, Lord 
to 


for the diſtinguiſhing grace vouchſafed 
e „„ !!!. 
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me under the croſs. It was entirely from 


thee, and the effect of thy love, that I had 


any patience, or any fellowſhip with thee in 
the way of ſuffering: It was thy doing, and 


I glorify thee for enabling me to maintain 


peace with the Father through faith in thine 


obedience unto death, and for ſatisfying me 


that my croſſes were appointed and ſent by 
covenant love. Thou art the giver of theſe 


bleflings, and on thee I wait for the conti- 


nuance of them. Whatever thou calleſt 


upon me to ſuffer, order it and me, as ſee- 
meth beſt to thy godly wiſdom; but leave 
me not to myſelf. Be always with me, iy 


good Lord, that 1 may bear thy croſs, -: 
carry it patiently. and profitably, thou ſuſ- 


taining both mie and it Ever y ſtep of 2 way 


to heaven. Hear me, my Jeſus, und anſwer: 
for without thee I can do nothing; but 
ſtrengthened by thee I ſhall be able to bear 
all things, and my daily croſs will keep me 
in daily communion with thee to my profit 
and to thine eternal praiſe. Amen. | 
Thus the croſs of Chriſt is functifled, and 


keeps up communion with him in the 'bleſ- 


ſings of his ſalvation. So it does with the 


Father in his love. In the covenant his name - 
is expreſlive of his office. He is a Father, 


who has every holy affection and feeling of 
love. He embraces in the bowels. of the 
tendereft parent all. his family—Chrift the 


head, and all the members of his body, the 
church. 


TN 


church. With one undivided love his heart 
is ſet upon Chriſt and them, and with the 
ſame bountiful hand he bleſſes him and 
them. What Chriſt is, they ſhall be. In 
this moſt gracious relation he ſtands to the 
whole houſhold of faith. He is their Fa- 
ther, who loves and accepts them, pardons, 
juſtifies, ſanctifies, ard bleſſes them with 
All ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings in Chriſt 
Jeſus. | 
It is hard to believe this under the 0 
To cleave to him in love, as our Father, 
when his hand is lifted up to ſmite, yea when 
we ſmart under his rad. then to ſee love in 


his heart and love guiding his hand, is Lal 
very triumphant. We are apt to look upon 
our ſufferings as coming from the wrat kr | 
God. We think he muſt be diſpleaſed, or 
elſe he would not delight to put us to pain: 
upon this account we are not reconciled to 
the croſs, but would ſhake it off, if we could. 
The ſeripture gives us a different view of this 
matter, and repreſents God in a more ami- 
able light, even in the ſevereſt chaſtiſement 
ol his children. He is their Father, and they 
are his ſons. This relation cannot ſubſiſt 
without his chaſtening them. He informs 
them of the neceſſity of it; he declares to 
them his purpoſe and grace before the chaſ- 
tening, and he aſſigns the motives and ends 
of his proceeding. He has always the fame 


Father's * and is ns dealing with 
| them 


— 


. 

them as with ſons. His croſs is one of the 
chief marks of it. He ſends it with a meſſage 

ot love, and it comes to them big with mer- 

cies. When the Father intends an abundant 


communication of his love, he generally 


makes way for it by ſome heavy croſs, and 
. When he would continue, or increaſe his fa- 
vours, he keeps the croſs upon them. It is 
his appointed means of promoting fellowſhip 
with him in the graces and bleſſings of his 
fatherly love. And it anſwers this end, 
when it is received by faith, and carried by 
patience: for then the believer, reſting on 
the ſure foundation laid for him in the holy 
life and death of Immanuel, ſees the Father 
reconciled, and expects every ' promiſed 
bleſſing from his love. Whatever: croſs 
comes, he receives it from his Father in 
Jefus. He holds faſt this truth God is my 


God he loves me perfectly in his Son, and | 


therefore I ſhall find ſome proof of his father- 
ly love in this affliction. But if his faith be 
weak, if he forget, or forſake for a time his 
foundation, then the croſs will become into- 
lerable. Murmuring will ariſe. © The fleſh 
will hearken to unbelief. Fretfulneſs will 
take place, and thus God will be robbed of 
his glory, and the believer of his comfort. 
It has pleaſed God therefore, in order to 
ſtren prev his childrens faith againſt theſe 
attacks, to give them many plain declarations 
of his invariable intention to do them good 


_ 
* 


We 
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in all their afflictions. The Son is a witneſs 
for him: he was in the boſom of the Father, 
and knew all the purpoſes of his heart. He 

has given us a moſt deli htful account of the 
Father's deſign in afflicting his children 
W am, ſays he, to his diſciples, the true 
1 vine, and my Father i is the huſbandman : 

t every branch that beareth not fruit in me, 
«* he taketh away, and every branch that 
4 beareth fruit, ER PURCETRH fr, THAT 


„Ir MAY BRING FORTH MORE ul T.“ 


The Father looks upon all his children, as 
one with Chriſt; as much united to him, and 
in him, as the branches are in the vine, 
therefore as a wiſe huſbandman he takes the 
ſpecial charge and care of them. Every branch 
that does not bear fruit in Chriſt— it is not, 
as we read it, every branch in me, but every 
branch that does not bear fruit 1 x 
whatever it may ſeem to be in profeſſion, a 
branch in \ſhew, a fruitful branch, yet it 
has no life; it was never cut off, from the old 
dead ſtock, nor grafted into me the life-giv- 
ing vine. The huſbandman knows this well. 
X 1 plant which my heavenly Father hath 
t planted, ſhall be rooted up. He does 
this in an hour of trial. Then it appears, 
| that ſuch branches were only in appearance 
united to the vinè: for if he had made them 
part of i it, he would no doubt have continued 
them in it, but he took them away, that they 
might. be manifeſt that they were not one 
. e with 
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1 
with the vine. This is a great part of the 
vine: dreſſer's buſineſs—he ſuffers no rotten 


branches upon his vine. He goes over his 


charge and attends to every branch. If any 
ſeem to men, or to themſelves to be in the 
vine: for hypocrites are great ſelf-deceivers, 
and the ſelf.righteous love tobe deceived, and 


proud nature is fond of growing into Chriſt 


by ſomething of its own; the vine; dreſſer 
in due time diſcovers their miſtake, and ma- 
nifeſts to the world that they were not 
branches of his grafting: for he zaketh them 
away: but every branch, ſays Chriſt, that 


beareth fruit by its communion with me, 
he purgeth : by his divine huſbandry he re- 
moves every thing, Which would ſtop its 


rowth and hinder its fruitfulneſs. The 
ranches of the vine are ſo weak that they 


always want a prop—he ſupports them. 


They often run very luxuriant— he cuts them 


with his pruning-knife. They have many 


bad humours' and juices in thetn—thoſe he 
corrects: He purges every noxious quality, 
and whatever is contrafy to the holy nature 
of the heavenly vine he ſubdues. Moft mer- 


_-ciful is his purpoſe herein. He would have 
the branches of his own grafting to be lively 


and flouriſhing— like the ſtock upon which 
they grow. I am the vine, ſays Chriſt, ye 
are the branches, God's huſbandry . is to 
make the branches like the vine; there- 


fore he purgeth them, in order that they may 


_ brig 


— 
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bring for” mucb fruit. And is this his de- 
ſign ? Does he afflict them entirely for their 
good? Does he ſend every trial and trouble 
to purge their corruptions, . and to quicken 
their graces? Has the, Lord Jeſus given us 
ſuch a pleaſing view of his Father's love, 
aſſuring us that all croſſes are ſent by him to 
9 N us more lively and more fruitful? 
Since this is the caſe, what great reaſon haſt 
thou, O my ſoul, to expect theſe ger, - from 
the croſs ? Here is a promiſe for thy faith to 
| reſt on. A promiſe, . which diſcovers. the. 
heart of thy Father, and his abundant love in 
afflicting thee, He would have thee not 
10 to belieye in his love, but alſo to enjoy 
| He afflits thee; but it is in order to 
ty keeping up, communion with bim under 
the croſs, and he knows it is the beſt nta 
of keeping it up and of promoting it. O 
ſeek then by faith for the promiſed fruit. 
Expect in e rich harveſt, And 
that thou mayeſt quietly ſubmit to the Fa- 
ther's.will in purging thee, as a branch, ob- 
ſerve how exactly the apoſtle Paul agrees 
with his bleſſed maſter—* Furthermore we 
have had fathers of our fleſh, who correct- 
ed us, and we gave them reverence, ſhall. 
“e not much rather be in ſuhjection unto: 
_ © the Father of, ſpirits, and live? For they 
« yerily for a few days corrected us, after 
their own, pleaſure; but he for our profit, 
that we might be PARTAKERS OF His 
„ HOLINESS,” There is a reverence due to 
WE n 
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earthly parents, and children are required 


to ſubmit to their corrections; although 
herein they often conſult their own will. and 

pleaſure more than their childrens profit. 
And is not greater reverence due to the Fa- 
ther of our ſpirits, and ſhall we not ſubmit to 
his corrections? Eſpecially ſince his deſign 
in them is to promote the greateſt dignity 


and higheſt happineſs of his children, even to 


make them partakers of his holineſs; For to 
partake is not only to give them a title to, 


but alſo to give them poſſeſſion of, to commu- 


nicate, to have fellowſhip with him, to ſhare 
with him, in his holineſs, Holineſs is the Father's 
image in hischildren, by which he makes them 

like him, and capable of enjoying him. He 
choſe them in Chriſt before the foundation of 


the world, that they ſhould be holy. He choſe 


them in Chriſt, and made Chriſt their ſancti- 

fication; In him they partake, as branches 
in the vine, of his holy nature. They are one 
with him in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


He is the divine root, from. which all the 


branches by the influence of the holy Spirit 
derive their nouriſhment and growth. From 
him is their fruit found. And the heavenly _ 


huſbandman, purpoſing to make the branches 


very fruitful, has provided effectual means. 
Among which the chief is his fatherly cor- 


rection. This he ſends to all his children, 


and in the tendereſt love. He would have 
them to bring forth much fruit, that herein 
wee be ee en Ira, eee, 


1 0 
by his care and culture, and ripened by daily 
communications of his grace. Therefore he 
appoints many heavy trials and croſſes, oy 
which he deſigns to bring them not only to 
believe in his love, but alſo to a growing en-. 
joyment of it. He would communicate to 
them an increaſe of its bleſſings. He would 
have them nearer to himſelf and more like to 
himſelf— Holy as he is holy not in degree, 
but in likeneſs. He Loan teach them then 
more ſubmiſſion to his will, for which he 
wiſely and mercifully ſuits the croſs. He 
would improve- their love to him, which he 
does by manifeſting his to them: therefore 
he ſends his croſs to deaden their hearts to 
other love, that he may give them a happier | 
ſenſe of his. And his children have found 
ſuffering times bleſſed times. They never 
had ſach nearneſs to their Father, ſuch holy 
freedom with him, and ſuch heavenly re- 
freſhments from him, as under the crots. It 
only took away what ſtopt the increaſe of this 
happineſs, which thereby was made more 
ſpiritual and exalted. The croſs thus ſane- 
ted is the greateſt bleſſing on this fide of 
| heaven, Becauſe by it the Father keeps his 
children in the cloſeſt communion, that they 
have with him upon earth; by it, he purges 
them, makes them fruitful, and partakers ct 
his holineſs; by it he crucifies the life of 
| ſenſe, deadens them to the world, mortifies 
beit luſts and paſſions, and by it as the out- 
Var. Sd ED: ia. Ward 
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ward man periſheth the inward man is re- 
newed day by day. Moſt bleſſed renewal ! 


Daily the Father communicates, and bj 
means of the crols, new life, new ſtrength, 
and new comfort to the inward man. By 
the right ſpirit renewed within him he learns 
the neceſſity of the daily croſs - he ſees the 


merciful appointment of it to teach reſigna- 
tion to the Father's holy will, to work a con- 


formity to the firſt born among many bre- 


thren both in ſuffering and by ſuffering, to - 
bring in ſenſible experience of the Father's - 
ſupport and comfort. What bleſſings are 
theſe? How great, how precious? To be 


branches in the vine, and to have the Father 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the huſbandman, 


v ho grafts them into him—O what an infi- 
nite mercy is this! And to be under his ſpe- 
cial care, faithfully watched over in order 


to remove every thing hurtful, and. to beſtow 


every thing uſeful, this love paſſeth under- 


ſtanding : And to have this love to feaſt up- 
on in the abſence of other comforts, to have 
them taken away only to make room for this, 


to enjoy this moſt plentifully, even under 
troubles and afflictions, and to be only purged 
by them in order to bring forth much fruit; 
theſe are triumphs of divine love. Omy 
God and Father, I confeſs and deplore my 


frequent miſtaking thy dealings with me: I 


did not ſee they were all in love. Through 
mine ignorance and ſelf-will I thought thy 


cCroſs 
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croſs was a puniſhment, and I uſed wickedly ö 
to deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord. Par- 
don thy ſervant concerning this thing. For- 
give mine oppoſition to thy croſs, and ſubdue 
mine impatient deſire to ſhake it off. Holy 
Father, mortify my will, and make it bow to 
thine. Thy will be done i in me, and by me. - 
Parge me, 205 make me fruitful under tlie 
crols. : Chaſten me, that I may be a partaker 
ol thy holineſs. I bleſs thee, O my God, for 
the thts which l have to keep up commu- 
nion with thee ia my ſufferings: I believe 
thou art my perfectly reconciled Father in 
Telus, and therefore truſting to thy love in 
mm, I would take up thy croſs, and expect 
under it thy covenant bleſſings. Yes, 
Lord. This is of grace. Thine be the 
praiſe for ſewing me the need of ſuffering, 
and of renewing me by it #1 the inward man 
to a conformity to thy holy will. I now lee 
N love herein. It. is as much love to cru- 


cify the outward” man as to fenew the in- 


; Ward man. I believe it in my judgment; 
O bleſſed God, let me experience it in my 
heart and walle. Order all my croſſes, that 
they may work together under thee for thy 
glory and for my good: And if afflictions 
abound, let conſolations abound allo. I have 
thy promiſe, and I rely upon it. Let it be 
fulfilled unto thy ſervant for thy dear Son's 
lake. Amen, and Amen. e 

125 2 . 48 his 
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This bleſſed communion with the Father 


and the. Son, which the ſanctified uſe of the 


croſs is made the means of promoting, is 


maintained by the holy Spirit: He is a per- 
ſon in the Godhead coequal and coeternal 


with the Father and with the Son. It is his 
office to apply and to make effectual all co. 


venant bleſſings. Faith in the Son, and 


thro' him love to the Father are from his in- 


fluence. He is the Lord and giver of all 


ſpiritual life, and of every | piritual enjoyment: 
For ſo the apoſtle teaches in his prayer for 


the Corinthians — The grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God the Father, 


and the communion of the holy Ghoſt be 


with you all. This communion of the holy 


Ghoſt conſiſted in partaking by his means 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his grace, and 
with the Father in his love. The Holy 


Ghoſt made the application. He quicken- 


ed the ſoul, and inſpired the breath of life 


into it, and on him it depends for every ſpi- 


ritual act, as much as the life of the body 
__ does on its breathing. Whoever ſtedfaſtly 


believes in Jeſus under the croſs, and expe- 


2 


riences under it the Father's love, has this 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son by the 


operation of the holy Spirit: 3 that 
ſweet grace, which bears up with faith in Je- 
ſus, and with patience under the Father's rod, 
is ſaid to be from him—* The fruit of the : 


” m_ is tg JR '—He cnn 
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| ſoul to wait quietly. And if the time be 
long and the ſuffering hard, he gives long 
_ Patience. He does not take away the ſente 
of pain, but he beſtows ſtrength to bear ir, 
and by it he produces a plentitul harveſt of 
graces and bleffings. Thus he teaches us 
himſelf Now no chaſtening for the pre- 
@ (ent ſeemeth to be Joyous, but grievous : 

e nevertheleſs afterward it yieldeth the 

© peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, unto tbem 
Who are exerciſed thereby.” — Theſe are 
the fruits of the Spirit: They are all of his 
producing. And they are fruits of righte- 
oufneſs, which none can produce but thoſe, 
| who are one with Chriſt ; and in him righte- 
ous before God. Although ſenſe cannot 
perceive, how they ſhould grow or ripen 
upon the croſs of Chriſt, yet faith can, The 
promiſe is Fare. And waiting faith exerciſed 
with ſuffering finds many promiſed fruits. 
O my ſoul, conſider this precious ſcripture, 
and with cloſe attention. Study it. Trea- 
fare it up in thy heart. It contains a rich 
cordial for the afflicted. Obſerve there is 
love in ſending the croſs, love to be mani- 
feſted by it, and heavenly fruits of love to 
grow upon it. Why then is ſuffering ſo 
hard ? Why art thou ſo little profited by it? 


Is it not generally barren, becauſe thou art | 
not looking to the word of promiſe, and de- | 
pending upon the holy Spirit to give thee the 1 
Fe fruit ? Aſk thyſelf therefore, eſpe- | 

| F 2 cially } 
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cially in the hour of ſuffering—Am I now 
expecting the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that by his grace I may partake with the Son 
in his ſalvation, and with the Father in his 
love ? Is this my preſent experience? There 
is no bearing the croſs without. it. Art 
thou then, O my. ſoul, truſting to him for 
- this happy fellowſhip, and hoping that as 


- 


thou art a branch in the vine, and the huſ- 


bandman is now purging thee, thou mayeſt 


bring forth much fruit? And obſerve, 5 85 ; 


kind Re fruit it is. All the effects of being in 


union with Chriſt, and of having communi- 8 


on with him, are called fruits of righteouſneſs. 


Chriſt is the vine. The branch muſt be 


one with him before it can live and grow— 


one with him in his life and death—a par- 
taker of his divine righteouſneſs—and_ then 
the branch abiding in him by the influencę 


of the holy Spirit will be made fruitful in 


love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 


goodneſs, faith, meeknels, temperance : For 


the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs, and 


_ righteouſneſs,” and truth. He brings forth i 


all the fruit, that is io the glory of God 


And it is all peaceable fruit: for it is produc- 


ed by him in conſequence of covenant- love, 
by which the Father is revealed as the God 


of peace, and the Son as the great peace- 


maker; and when the holy Spirit enables the 


poor finger to believe this, then he gives him 


Joy and Peace in believing — being * 


%% 
by faith he has peace with God through 
Jeſus Chriſt. The croſs ſoon comes aſter 
tnis not to deſtroy, but to try this faith 
not to take away, but to confirm this peace 
it is ſent to give proof of the ſoundneſs of 
faith, and to manifeſt the ſweetneſs of di- 
vine love: for it comes from the God of 
peace, and all the fruits which he intends to 
produce by it are peaceable, ſuch as ſhould 
increaſe the happy ſenſe of peace in the minds 
of his children. And for this purpoſe the 
holy Spirit abides with them. He has reveal - 
ed the Father's love in ſcripture, and he is a 
faithful witneſs of it to their hearts. He 


ſheds it abroad, and ſatisfies them of it. Yea | 


he gives them ſenſible experience and enjoy- 
ment of it- under- the croſs This produces 
a quiet ſubmiſſion to his will, and an humble 
dependence upon his power: Which are 
manifeſted by waiting upon God in all ways 
and means for the grace promiſed to his at- 
flicted children. The croſs requires great 
grace, and therefore calls forth much prayer. 
Suffering times are praying times. The 
croſs brings ſinners upon their knees 
Manaſſeh in affliction entreated the Lord 
So did Paul- Behold he prayeth. It keeps 
believers upon their knees, as the prophet 

witneſſes Lord, in trouble have they viſit- 
ted thee, they poured out a prayer when 
thy chaſtening was upon them.” The 
: Lord himſelf declares the ſame — I will go 
e if en N and 


* 
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&« and return tomy place, till they acknowledge 


their offence, and ſeek my face; in their af- 


4 fliction they will ſeek meearly.” According: 


 Iy they did ſeek him, “ Come, ſay they, and 
_ let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn 


ec and he will heal us, he hath ſmitten, and he 


V will bindus up.“ O bleſſed fruit of affliction! 


grace to help in time of need. As prayer is 


without a belief of the Father's love in Je- 


when ſanctified by the Spirit it teaches the 
children of God to pray fervently, and to con- 


tinue inſtant in prayer: It diſcovers the weak; 


. neſs of the fleſh, and the rebellion of the will, 
and ſhews the neceſſity of drawing near to 


God for ſtrength and patience. It keeps 
the mind in a praying frame, expecting by 
the grace of the Spirit communion with the 
Father and the Son. The croſs makes this 
communion neceſſary. It cannot be endured 


ſus, and therefore the Spirit of prayer keeps 
this belief in exerciſe, and enables the foul 


to plead the promiſe of ſtrength to endure 


patiently, and to bring forth much fruit. 


1 promiſe cannot fail. They who truſt 


in it cannot be diſappointed; but ſhall find 


thus neceſſary, ſo the holy Spirit generally 


makes it ſweet under the crofs, Is any at- 


ficted among you? Let him pray. Prayer 


is the appointed means of his comfort. If 
aflict ion fend him to God, God will meet 


him, and make him joyful in his houſe of 


prayer. How encouraging are theſe words ? 


* Draw 


U 113 J 
—* Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
| 6 nigh to you.” In every caſe of diſtreſs, 


draw nigh in faith to God: He is a very 


preſent help. Seek his face, and you will 
find him near unto you: For the Lord is 
nigh unto all that call upon him, nigh to 

hear, to anſwer, and to comfort, Thus his 
promiſe runs Then ſhalt tliou call, and 
* the Lord ſhall anſwer, thou ſhalt cry, and 


he ſhall ſay, Here Jam“ What is your 
burden? I am preſent to give ſtrength. to 
bear it. What is your grief? Here are my 
eomforts — Do yeur tribulations abound 7 


Here are my conſolations abounding alfo. 


Here Fam—Aſk what you will believing, 


and it ſhall be done unto you. O what times 


of refreſhing are theſe! The Holy Ghoſt 


fenſibly comforts the: afflicted. When they 


_ draw nigh to God, he is preſent to make 


their hearts joyful. He diſpels their dark- 
neſs with the light of his: countenance,” 
and turns their mourning into joy. And 
thus they have 'not only communion: with 
God in prayer, but alſo ſuch! communica- 
tions of his heavenly love, that they can of- 
ten fay, It is good for us "ey! we have been 
in trouble. 

Ir times of trouble the WORD al is g. 
nerally ſy All people in diftreſs look 
out for Gale 6 


comfort: And tlie holy Spirit 
_ directs believers to the ſcriptutes. © What- 
"mn ſoeuer e were written aforetime, were 
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„ written for our learning, that we thro' pa- 
* tience and comfort of the ſcriptures. might 
have hope.” The afflicted feel their want 
of patience. and comfort, u hich puts them 
upon careful hearing and reading of the 
good word of God. They want to know 
1 what it ſays of their caſe, and when they 
meet a ſuitable promiſe, then they have a 
ground of hope. Their preſent trials re- 
quire them to ſeek for ſomething more than 
the truth of the promiſe. This being cre- 
* dited, they therefore expect the promiſed 
bleſſing. When the famine was in Canaan, 
acob and his family could not have been 
kept alive by believing there was corn in 
Egypt: They muſt either fetch it, or die. 
Trouble calls for the experience of the pro- 
miſed bleſſings, and when they are received 
at ſuch a time they are ſweet indeed. They 
feel, as eaſe does after pain. When the 
| boly Spirit applies the comfort, the promiſe, 
by which he applies it, is precious. It is 
1 "ke a reviving cordial to Aa fainting heart. O 
how ſweet are thy words unto my taſte, yea 
ſweeter than honey unto my mouth. Honey 
is ſweet: But the word is ſweeter. When 
through patience and comfort of the ſcrip- 
tures the afflicted believer enjoys the good of 
the promiſe, then he can ſay - Now I know, 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulneſs haſt afflicted me: 
Let, Ipray thee, thy merciful kindneſs be for 


* 
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my comfort according to thy word unto thy 
ſervant, 
Sweet is the comfort which the afflicted 
receive from God the comforter under the 
eroſs: not only ix ſuffering, but alſo after it. 
AFTERWARD alſo * it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteouſneſs.” He, who car- 
ries the croſs of Chriſt does not labour in 
vain, and ſpend his ſtrength for nought: 
But he is bearing forth good ſeed, If he ſow 
it in tears, yet he ſhall reap in joy. The 
Lord looks at the fruit, and intends to bring 
forth much of it by the croſs: We are apt 
to look at the ſuffering, and to forget the 
fruit. He has the end in view in the uſe of 
all-means; and the holy Spirit has revealed 
this clearly, that we might depend upon him 
for receiving the proper fruit of affliction. 
The Lord fays, he led his people through 
the great and terrible wilderneſs, wherein 
were fiery flying ſerpents and ſcorpions, and 
drought; that he might humble them, and 
that he might prove them, to do them good | 
AT THE LATTER END. He intended to do 
them good. This was firſt in his heart. Then 
the way in which he would do it: he would | 
lead them through many afflictions; by 
which they ſhould find az the latter end, 
how good God was to them. The promiſe 
of this was their encouragement to bear the 
8 till they reaped the fruit, In like man- 
ner the Lord 1283 to the afflicted Jews.“ 1 
| "MRO 


\ 


„ know the thoughts that I think towards 
vou, faith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
os and not of evil, to give you AN EXPECT= 
„ED END ſuch an end as you would wiſh, 

and having my promiſe, ſuch as you may 


fafely hope for my thoughts indeed are not 
as your thoughts - you think I have caſt you 
off, and that your preſent croſs is to cruſh 
you—no, I mean to do you good by it and 
ſo the end will prove—wait a little in faith, 
and all will come to an happy iſſue. 
Are theſe ſcriptures the truth of God? 
Has the eternal Spirit promiſed in tliem, that 
although the bearing of the croſs be very 
_ Painful, yet it is very profitable? Will he 
afterwards cauſe them to bring forth much 
fruit, who have been exerciſed with it? Art 
thou then waiting, O my ſoul, under all thy 
troubles for the promiſed end? Doſt thou 
_ expect. it, and in patience tarry the Lord's 
leiſure? Canſt thou look back, and ſee how 
 mercifu] the dealings of thy God have been 
how gracious his rod—how loving his 
correction? Canſt thou look forward under 
every croſs, perſuaded, that God will do 
thee good at the latter end? That he will: 
. cauſe many peaceable fruits. to grow upon. 
this ſeemingly barren tree? Yea, that theſe 
lightfafflictions, which are but for a moment, 
ſhall- work for thee an eternal weight of glo- 


© God the Holy Ghoſt, I do believe it: I. 


i 
* L rs 


far more excellent than can be conceived? 


| r 55 
would not doubt of the truth of the promiſe 
in thy word, nor of the truth of thy grace 
in my heart: I therefore beſeech thee, O 
thou Spirit Jehovah, to enable me to keep up 
communion with thee in all my trials, that I 
may bring forth theſe peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs. Thon art the giver of every 
grace. I acknowledge thee to be the au- 
thor of my ſpiritual life: I was dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, and thou haſt quickened me. 
lt is of thy mere gift, that l have any faith, 
and that upon the trial it was found to be 
true faith: I bleſs thee for this grace, and 
humbly pray for the continuance and for the 
increaſe of it. Meet me in the uſe of all 
means, and enable. me to grow in faith, 
_ rooted and grounded in Chriſt Jeſus, that I 
may alſo grow in love to his Father and to 
my Father. O theu divine revealer of his 
| heavenly love, ſhed it abroad more abun- 
dantly in my heart, that I may learn more 
reſignation to his will, more ſubjection to his 
authority, and more ſubmiſſion to his rod. 1 
acknowledge thee, O holy- making Spirit, to 
be the teacher of patience, and what I have 
learnt was thy revelation, It was in th 
ſtrength that I, was enabled. to go on with- 
any quietneſs bearing my croſs. Thy grace 
made me willing, and nothing elſe can keep 
me willing, to have the fleſh crucified: with 


its affeQtions and luſts. O God, put forth 
une almighty powergand enable me to part — 
$ 5 3 ; ; 5 F Fa x > Py | | * 8 wit Ip 72 
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with every thing, which would hinder my 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son. 1 
deſire fo to walk this day, as to have grow- 
ing fellowſhip with the eternal Three, and 
1 defireit through thine influence. O God the 
Holy Ghoſt, carry on thy work. Exalt and pu- 
rity my faith and patience and every grace: 
if it be thy will to do this under the croſs, O 
make me willing and able to bear it. Let 
every croſs bring forth richer and riper fruit, 
until thou give me an exceeding great and 
eternal harveſt of glory. I aſk this in the 
name of Jeſus, and I expe&t an anſwer of 
grace through the Father's love in him, to 
| Whom with thee, O bleſſed Spirit, three per- 
ſons in one Godhead, be equal glory, Wor- 
ſhip and praiſe, now, and for ever. Amen. 
Meditate, O my foul, with ſeriouſneſs 
upon this great ſubject. Study the ſcripture 
account of the croſs. The knowledge of it 
enters into the very eſſence of the peace and 
comfort of thy walk. Thou canſt not run 
away from the croſs: thou canſt not caſt it \ 
off: remember if thou wilt be Chriſt's diſ- 4 BY 
ciple, thou muſt take it up daily, and follow 
him. If it be very heavy and very grievous, . 
et it will not hinder thee from following 
Fim. He carried the heavieſt part for thee 
Che endured the curſe and puniſhment due 
to thy ſins—he left no wrath for thee to ſuf- 
 fer—Bleſſed be his love, the. croſs has no 


curle | in it ä ſufferings are all ſent 
Oe - 


N 19 1 
8 from love and his love will. help thee to 
bear them and to profit by them: for he has 


promiſed to bleſs and ſanQify. them to his 
people. And he makes them a bleſſing in- 


deed. Never on this ſide of heaven does he 


give them ſuch near and happy communion. 
with himſelf as under the croſs. O read 
then, and ſtudy what is revealed i in ſeripture . 


concerning it. Go over it again and again. 


Learn well, and inwardly digeſt the doctrine 
of the crols of Chriſt—the neceſſity—the _ 


benefit the bleſſings of it. Meditate and 


feed upon the ang promiſes relating to it: 
mix faith with them, that they may nouriſh 
and ſtrengthen thee in time of need. But 


never forget, that thy croſs, be it what it 


Will, is appointed for thee in covenant love. 
It is the portion allotted thee by thy hea- 
venly Father decreed in weight and mea- 


ſure, to an atom thou ſhalt not bear it one 
moment longer, than he has determined 


and many precious fruits it ſhall produce. 


Thou wilt find ſuffering times growing times 
? —growth in faith and patience, in mortifi- 
cation to fin, and in fellowſhip with the ever 

bleſſed Trinity. The author of thy faith 


puts it to the trial: it comes out of the lion's 8 


den unhurt: it comes out of the fiery fur- 
pace refined. God is glorified hereby, and 
thou art ſtrengthened. He ſends the croſs to 


teach thee patience, and he continues it for the | 


exerciſe and for the e of the ſame 


grace, 


: Fa 
G r 


** Lorry 2 
— mw mw:;:!eꝛĩÜ—. . ——. RE EE. nz a a pe 


ww 


— — 


— 


5 
? 


* 


* 7 — — — — ——— TFH». 


7 


* _ — — _ 
_—  \—  — — OI — 
— — 
* 2  ___ ù— ——Ů 
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„ 1 
grace. He intends by his chaſtening to cru- 


cify the fleſh, and to mortify thy members 


which are upon the earth. In love he takes 


away ſenſual, that he may give thee ſpiritual 
Joys. He does not hate thee, but love guides. 


every ſtroke of his chaſtening. He is only 
weakeriing thine attachment to earthly things, 
that he may increaſe thy communion with 
Father, Son, and Spirit. O what bleſlings- 


are theſe! Meditate, © my ſoul; much and: 


often upon them. Pray for the experience 
of them i in time of need: and be aſſured with 
all theſe helps, the croſs will be exerciſe hard 


enough for thy patience. Thou canſt carry 


it only in the ſtrength of almighty grace. 


May the Lord ſtrengthen thee from day to 


day to run the race ſet before thee, till thou 
win the prize of the ingh gels of Coe in 
nn . | | 
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CHAP. . 


7 be believer exerciſed with the inward. 8 
learns to walk more an ola with bis God. 


Furs outward. a is not always a 
burden alike heavy. God gives his 
children a little reſpite. After they have 
been long tried he ſometimes removes their 
trouble, and gives them eaſe and outward 
proſperity. Their ſun ariſes, as it does in 
nature. After many cold and dark days a 
fine ſeaſon comes —finer for coming after 
them. The ſky grows clear and ſerene, the 
air is ſoft and — 4 ſhing, the ſun ſhines with 
_ warmand enliveningrays. Every thing, looks 


pleaſant, and ſmiles around you. Soit is in 


the kingdom of grace. 'The believer may 
not always be in | Se, through manifold 
afflictions. He has his times of refreſhing. 
from the preſence of the Lord. He proſpers 
and is in health. The bleſſing of God is up- 
on his ſubſtance, Every han that he takes 
in his hand ſucceeds. He is happy in 
his -circumſtances and happy in his family, 
He ſees the neſs of God in theſe 


- s mercies, and he is thankful. But if the 


| heavenly Father ſometimes indulge his 
children with the removal of the outward 
eroſs, yet he never does with the inward, 


; T0 carry it all their days, and an heavy 


burden 


bi Ss 4 
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burden i it is. So long as they are in the body, 


while they are in this tabernacle, they do 
groan being burdened : for 
The inwarD cRoss is the fault and cor- 
ruption of ſinful nature, which doth remain 
in the regenerate, and is their continual 
grief and plague : becauſe it is always oppoſ- 
"op their holy and happy walk with God. It 
is called in ſcripture 1 
Tue FLEs8n, the whole man being cunt; 
and full of luſting againſt the Spirit. 
TE op MAN, being the firſt in us, be- 
foie! the new man is created by the ſpirit of 
regeneration. | - 
A BODY OF six, made up completely of 6 
members and appetites, in which there is not 
only an abſence of all good, but alſo a pro- 
penſity to all evil, inſomuch that nothing 
can move or tir in this body, but what is $7 
ſinful. N 7 | 
Tur Law or sin, becauſe fin rules and 
governs the natural man. 
InDwELLING SIN, becauſe it dwells 1 in the 
| whole man, both in ſoul and body. 
 ConcueisctNCe, oR LUST, which: ors 
apoſtle ſays, he ſnould not have known to b: 
fin, unleſs the law had laid Thou ſhalt net 
covet or luſt. Pr ESE els . 
This fallen nature is alſo ſaid to be cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts, to be 
contrary to the Spirit, to rebel againſt the - 
uy "hh od, and not to be * to it, * 
Wer 


> 


* 
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ther indeed can be. This corruption of 
nature doth remain, according to our re- 
_ © formers, Art. 9. Yea in them that are re- 
generated, whereby the luſt of the fleſh, 
called in Greek, frontema ſarkos, which 
++. ſome do expound the wiſdom, ſome ſen- 
ſuality, ſome the affection, ſome the de- 
fire of the fleſh, is not ſubject to the law of 
* God: and although there is no condemna- 
* tion for them, that believe and are bap- 
 & rized, yet the apaſtle doth confeſs that con- 
cupiſcence and luſt hath of itſelf the nature 
of fin, And in the 15 Art. of Chrift a one 
+ without fin, they ſay, that all we the reſt, 
although baptized and born again in 
« Chriſt, yet offend in many things, and if 


« we ſay, we have no fin, we deceive our- 


A „ 


___ ſelves and the truth is not in us. 


. The compilers of our articles were holy 
men, and taught, of God. They ſpake his 
mind and will according to the. oracles of 
truth, And it will be a great comfort to a 
poor ſoldier, wearied with fighting againſt 
thoſe Juſts, which war againſt his ſoul, to 

find that the beſt Chriſtians in every age 

have been engaged in the ſame holy war. 
This will mightily encourage him to take 
to him the whole armour: of God, that he 
may be able to withſtand in the evil day, 
and having done all to ſtand. 1 
Attend then, Q my ſoul, to the law and 


to the teſtimony. Pray for the ſpirit of wiſ- 


dom 


} 
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dom and revelation. Deſire grace to ſub- 
mit to the truth of God, that whatever he 
. teaches plainly and expreſsly in his word, 
1 thou mayeſt believe it, and abide by it. · Read 
4 and pray till thou art ſatisfied, and the con- 
viction of thy mind, influence thy heart and 
walk. Art thou to carry the inward croſs all 
the way to heaven? Is there no diſcharge in 
= this war? No truce to be made, not even a 
. ceſſation of arms? But art thou to be fight- 

\| ing on the good fight of faith, till the cap- 
tain of thy ſalvation take thee out of the 
field of battle? O hard ſervice! To be night 
and day—at home and abroad—in the clo- 
ſet and in the church—at hearing the word 
and meditating upon it—faſting and praying 
—at the ſhop and at the exchange—every 
Wl Where and at all times forced to be in arms 

Wi - againſt the aſſaults of indwelling ſin; this is 
N 2 watfare terrible indeed to fleſh and blood. 
The length of it—never ended ſo long as 
breath is in the body. The painfulneſs of it 
—conliſting in being at war with a man's 
ſelf; and in reſiſting his boſom fins and ſtrong- 
e appetites.— What diſcouragements are 
theſe, from entering into, and from continu- 
ing in this battle? Why ſhould it be won- 
dered then that ſome perſons, who only fol- 
low the camp, and are not of it, ſhould re- 
pent, when they ſee this war and return to 
Egypt? Or that others, pretending to be on 
Chriſt's fide, but never one with him, ſhould 
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dream of making off his croſs, and of ſitting 


ds down here in a land of perfect. peace ? This 


is the cowards paradiſe. They want to reſt 
quiet on this ſide of Jordan, and would not 
go over with Jeſus to fight for the promiſed 
; 1 O dear Saviour, keep thy noble army 


from this deluſion of Satan: So long as they 
are in the body of lin and death, make them 


good ſoldiers of Chriſt Jeſus, reſiſting unto 
blood ſtriving againſt ſin. For ſo long mult 


ue bein this hot battle. It js decreed by the 


ſovereign will of God—and he is always of 
one mind. He has revealed it in his word 
of truth, that the corruption of nature doth 
remain in his regenerate children, they have 
an old man and a new, they have fleſh and 
ſpirit, they have W and grace, and he 
has deſcribed the combat, which is to laſt 
through life between theſe two. The be- 
loved apoſtle bears a clear teſtimony. He is 
| ſpeaking of thoſe whom the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, and who had 
fellowſhip with the Father and with the Son, 
and who proved the truth of this by their 
walking in the light: He puts himſelf among 
them; and declares—* If we fay, that we 
have no ſin now, we deceive ourſelves and 

the truth is not in us“ If we ſay He 
ſaith not, If 7b ſay, as if he ſpake of ſome 
particular perſon—Nor if ye ſay, if he intend- 
ed ordinary Chriftians alone — But if we 
apoſtles, or whatever we be ſay ſo, if any of 

n ; us, 
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us, If I for inſtance ſhould think I had no 
| fin now, who am a ſaint of an hundred years 
old: Becauſe I was a great favourite of the 
Lord Chriſt, and have been a great ſufferer 
for him: Or becauſe l have lived blameleſs 
before men, and have been a witneſs ſor 
the truth in my writings, and am ready to 
ſeal it with my blood: If upon account of 
any thing done by me, or in me, of any real 
excellency or attainment, I ſhould fancy wy 
ſelf in a ſtate of ſinleſs perfection, the holy. 
SGhoſt charges me with ſelf-deceit. A dread- 
ful deluſion! ariſing from the pride of my 
heart, and its rebellion againſt God, and 
diſcovering the moſt groſs ignorance of God's 
righteouſneſs in the holy law, and of Chriſt's 
righteouſtieſs in the glorious goſpel : But if 
I was to ſay, as well as to think it; if 1 ſhould 
tell any body-—Now 1. have no fn=1 am 
rfect Now, at this time, I have received 
the N Des 120 a ans heart: F of Ever 


do his will in earth, as it is done in heaven: : 
If I ſhould ſay fo, I ſhould tell a great lie: 
For I ſhould 85 8 myſelf ag; the truth 
would not be in me. 

Are theſe indeed the very words of the 


| apoſtle ? 5 Il. we this Tat we N no ſin 
N now, 8 


k 
+ * * e 4 . K nn Kb 
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- 
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© now, we deoeive ourſelves, and the truth 


is not in us.” Can no other ſenſe be fair- 


ly put upon them, but that the holy John | 
had fin in him at every given moment of his 


life? Is this the plain literal meaning of the 

paſſage? As it certainly is, obſerve then, O 
my 01 the decilive evidence given here by 
the Holy Ghoſt concerning the inward cro(s. 
baz for his teaching that thou mayeſt un- 
derſtand, and pray for his grace that thou 


_ mayelt profit from, this ſcripture, Here is 


his infallible record concerning St. John and 


all highly favoured believers—He aſſerts, * 


that there was no time of their lives, in 
- which they were free fiom indwelling fin 


God forbid then, that I ſhould think I be 


no fin, He avers, that if they ſhould ſay they 


had none, they were deceived, and that if they 


ſhould ſtand to it, as popiſh myſtics, and pro- 


teſtant perfeQioniſts do, the ſearcher of hearts 
declares that they lie, and do not the truth— _ 
the truth is not in them: For the father of 
lies has flattered them and drawn them into 
ſelf. idolatry, with a wicked deſign to corrupt 


their minds from the ſimplicity that is in 


Chriſt. Beware, O my ſoul, of this deceit : 
The Holy Ghoſt has warned thee of it. He 


 foreſaw Ns the firſt lin would break out in 
after times, and pride wonld perſuade men 


that they were perfect; he therefore ſo guard- ; 
ed this ſcripture that none can miſtake it, but 


"eu as turn away their ears from the truth. 
| He 
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He put all the words in the 1 tenſe, 


left any ſhould think he was ſpeaking of 


time paſt, or of what men were before the 
blood of Chrift had cleanſed them. If we 
now 8Ay—Wex, who now have fellowſhip | 
with the bleſſed Trinity, and are walking in - 
the light of their countenance — ſay that wz 
Now HAVE NO SIN, not had none formerly, 


he is not ſpeaking of that: If he was, the 


Holy Ghoſt underſtands grammar; and can 


make no miſtake in expreſſing himſelf, he 


would certainly have uſed the paſt tenſe, bur 
he uſes the preſent, now Have No $IN, fo 


as not to want the cleanſing blood of Jeſus 
this moment as much as ever—if we have 


any ſuch thoughts, WE NOW DECEIVER OUR- 
_ SELVES, AND THE TRUTH is NOT Now 
1N vs. How forcible and ſtrong is his teſſi- 
mony from the mouth of John? And the 
ſenſe, as well as the grammar ſhews, that 


he is ſpeaking of believers, and that there 
is ſin in them: For throughout the chapter 


ſcribes not what they were before, but what 


them, 7 


he treats of the very ſame perſons, and de- 


they are ſince they received the grace of 
SGod. They were cleanſed from all fin by 
the blood of the lamb, were admitied into 

communion with the Father and the Son 
by the Spirit, and they enjoy this commu- 
nion, walking in the light as God is in the 

light —theſe are the perſons here mentioned 1 


0 Whom God E "Wo. OY in fil in 


129 1 : 
them, Ls the fault and corrup- 


they 
ly e e would entirely miſtake 
the covenant of grace, which was to bring 

ſinners ſenſible of their wants and miſeries to 
live out of themſelves upon the fulneſs of 


= God-man—they would forget their own. 
7 under which alone they can be 
ſav 


lalvation bein only for ſinn 18 
they would fall into the crime of the 0 

by pride exalting themſelves againſt the per- 
ſon and work of the incarnate God-and 
they would quite pervert the law and tlie 


goſpel : For in order to maintain their inhe- 


rent perfection, they are forced io legalize 


the goſpel, and to make it conſiſt of certain 


terms and conditions, upon the performance, | 


of which ſinners ſhall be ſaved, and then in 


order to comfort themſelves Hh theic hav- 


ing performed theſe terms and conditions, f 


they are forced to turn rank Antinomians: 


They leſſen the evil of fin, they excuſe it i 


in themſelves, and make juſt nothing of it. 


They call it b by ſeveral pretty ſoft names, ſich 


as infirmity, frailty,” excreſcence, and at laſt 


they get quite rid of it, by layiag it upon 


the devil, and by terming it an injection of 
old ſatan. And thus they deceive themſelves 
into perfection, and lot upon it that they 
have ho fin, altho” they have enough in then 
to damn the wbele vod 0 0 open the 
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tion erg ſtill remained 1 in them, and if 
cied it did not, they would be ſad - 


3 


* . 
I 4 hd. 
r 
E — 
— — _ 


evil, 


N 


— 


— arenas 


= 2 — — — - * 
2 — nnCb_ rr 9 


G5 £4" 03+ 3 
8 os th. . 
— 


e ber N oa: rae ade 


. Ee ]§—,L... . — 


23 


water Fa Gag x — bn — + 8 
S = 


IDES TS 


r 


r 


. 130 ] 2 
eyes of theſ: 58 8 and eee them. 
ing the UE of truth. Fi 11 


14 f % # 


1 1 5 3 thee yg; om race, 
that thou canft not run ſo long, orſio Faſt, 
as thou couldſt waſh,? Since this is indeed 
thy daily croſs, and the bearing of it the 
hardeſt part of thy warfare, O read with di- 
ligence the ſcripture account of it. Take no- 
tice of the Lord's champions, how they, felt 
under this burden, from whence they, de- 
rived: ſtrength to bear it, and had comfort | 
under it. " Hear, the man after, God S O. w 
heart crying e out Mine iniquĩties are gone 
„ Over my head, as a heavy burden, they 
Date 800 heavy for me. David haq a hea- 
IV 308d: He Was ready. to ſink, and he FR 1 


| Ui or to. the houſe .c f God: "He 8990 | | 
not. ſit upon his l KO. in, and out 
before his family, but, this grievous croſs 


ſo bowed _ down greatly, that he 
went 


L 1 
went mourning all the day long. The bur- 


den of it was intolerable, and wauld have 
cruſhed him under it; if he had not learned, 


how to caſt it on the Lord “ Make haſte, 


i fays he, to help me, O Lord my falvation.“ 
Here he found ne, The prayer of faith 


was heard, and God was the ſtrength of his | 


ſalvation. 


Under the ſame burden a new eeftunient- 


tät went groaning/all his days, He had 


a hard: confſict between the fleſhi and the 
ſpirit, and he has left the account of it 


1 record. Bleſſed be God for the ſeventh 
he Romans. We there read of the in- 


ward croſs, with which all the children of 
God are exerciſed. In tlie very ſame Paul 


there was delight in the law of God after the 
inward man, but he found another law in 
his members, rebelling againſt the law of 


God — the fleſh, in which dwelleth no good 


thing, never ceafed to aſſault the ſpirit with 


its vile thoughts, legal worki ngs, and rebel- 


lious inclinations—when he had a will to do 
, he could not do it ſo perfectly, as he 


Aeſited His beſt moments were never free 


from the intoads of | idd welling ſin: there- 
fore in the bitterneſs of his ſoul he cried out 


« O'wretched man that I am“ - Ol that ſigh 


came frorn the bottoni of his heart—l know 
what he felt—he groaned, being burdened 


weary and tired with this'continual conflict 


lic looked out for det 
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20 deliver me from the body of this death * 


He ſaw by faith his almighty Saviour, and 


in him expected. everlaſting victory“ I 
<« thank God through Jeſus Chriſt: our Lord.” 
He. reſted upon Chriſt - in the battle, and 
through him waited for deliverance, knowing 
that one day he ſhould be made more than 


COHMNueror. 


Well then, O my foal, 1 pleads 51h 


If the corruption. of nature by thy 03x 
it was to David, and ſo it was to Paul. Thy. 
caſe is not Gogular. It is common to every © 


ſoldier who is fighting under the banner of 
Chrift. This croſs is unavoidable : becauſe, 
it is in thy boſom. I is thine inmoſt ſelf— 
thy whole nature, which is corrupt accord-, 
ing to the deceitful luſts. Thou haſt not an 
atom of thy body, nor the leaſt motion ot 
ftirring of any faculty. i in thy ſoul, but fin is 
init; and therefore it is capable of being a 
plague to the new man. The Holy Ghoſt 


ſpeaks thus of the inward warfare “ This 


* fay then, walk in the ſpirit, and ye ſhall not 
< fulfil the luſts of the fleſn: for the fleſh. 


1 < * Jaſteth againft the ſpirits and the ſpirit a- 


6 gainſt the fleſh, and theſe, are contrary 


„ the one to the other, ſo that ye, cannot 
% do. the things that ye would.“ Theſe 


words are addreſſed to the Galatians, who. 
were believers, and called into the liberty of 


the goſpel, but by falſe teaching By _ 
d __ ea They bad begun 


4 


1 1, 


in the ſpirit, butt they thought bf being per- 
fected in the fleſn. They let out with ſal- 


vation by faith, but expected ſalvation at 


laſt by works. Among other arguments to 
convince them of their miſtake here is one 
unanſwerable, namely, No works of ours 
can ſave a ſinner but ſuch as ate perfect, no 
works of ours are perfect, therefore they 
cannot ſave a ſinner. And that none: of 

them are perfect is certain, becauſe in every 

one of them there is ſomething of tlie fleſn, 
of corrupt nature as well as ſomething of 


the ſpitit and of ſpiitual nature., Theſe two: _ 


are conttary as life and death. aud illey are 
always in ackion, every moment the one 


luſting againſt the other: ſo . that no believer: 


can do the things, which he would, ſo Pore 


1 as the holy law requires. 
ow grievous. muſt this inward. erals. be: 


to a real „e For it conſiſts in the op- 


poſition, which he finds within him, o God, 


and to the: things of God, the fleſh ever luſt- 
eth againſt the ſpirit, the old man againſt: 
the new. There is a continual war between: 
theſe 2 powers. The fleſh, is a com 
plete body of ſin armed with every mem 


ber and inſtrument of rebellion, that can 
| 'Y the motions and actions of the new 
| There is darkneſs in the underſtand- 
200 always clouding the light of the glorious 


Seipel, 88 . we know: but in pair. 
e 1 
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in thee always refiſting and weakening [the 


tul nature, daily 7 — 
PY 


t 1 


The with of the fleſh always oppoſes, the ho- 
ly will of: God. There is enmity in the heart 
working againſt the love of God and of his 


will. There is pride to weaken humility>> 
. ſie e meekneſs the carnal mind 


to fight againſt ſpiritual-mindedneſs. When 


the ſpirit is willing the fleſh is weak. When 


you draw near to God jn prayer, the ima- 


gination will not be. confined: it will wan- 


der after a thouſand vain objects. When 
you are hearing the word, it will diſturb 


your attention with its unaccountable excur- 


lions, It is ſo ſportive and flighty, that you 


cannot keep it within any bounds, Is it not 


fo, O my foul? Art thou not ſenſible of this 
heavy croſs? Hoſt thou not find ſo 


exerciſe of thy graces? and is not this the 
great plague of thy life? Can there he a 
greater, than to carry about witli thde a ſin- 
og to hinder thee mithy 4 
holy walk, and happy/cominunion with Sac ö 
O how much does it concern ther then to 


be well killed in beating this crbſs, and in 
behaving under it as a good ſoldier of Chriſt 
Jieius? And to this end the principles before 
laid down are abſolutely neceſſar). With- 
out them thou canſt not rightiy underſtantt 


the nature of indwelling. FA and cahſt not 
poſſibly gain victory over it. Only the dog- 
trines of grace rectived into thy heart can 


enable thee to walk with God under this 


croſs. 
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craſs. Call to mind then what was agreed - 
upon p in the covenant of the Trinity, and 
was Fall d in the perſon and work of Imma- 
- nitel for y peace with the Father, and for 
thy returning 1 him in Fenz and has been 
lied to thee b 1 holy Spirit, Who has 
gien thee kaich l. eſus, and has manifeſt- 
ed el love of the” ather in him: thou art 
therefore no one with thy covenant-head— 
in bim le ete and petfect, although thou 
Art in thyfelf ſtill a Puder Th halt a 
ody of fin, through the . luſting of which 
thou art not. able to keep: the holy law AC- 
cordirig to its full demands in any one in- 
ſtance. But chou art before the Father, w Hat 
thy ſurety i is. He ſees thee in him, without 
fpot,'or 'wribkle,'or ahy ſuch thing—accept- 
Ed as te is Beloved with che ſame love— 
oke ed upon with the fame Joy and bleſſed 
with all 5 ritual bleſſings in him. K ry ſure- 
Wel r thee: . thau halt the f , teouſ- 
neſs pf Sock för thy juſtification. Thy f 
750 ed for 1 in 1005 thou, rt 48 truly 
dead upto © Bn, as Chrift bimtelf is. "Thy 
furety rofe ag, ub 15 palfe Mon of ſpi- 


155 rant and*eternal WE for thee. He was. 


4 5 for thine offences, and raiſed & 
r thy uftjfication.”” Thou ſhalt rei 
5 Ain Rieß * Kertalnly as . he. has HOW. t 
| ou) 1 Bis“ own bead. ach is ls "the et. 
ft fat Vation, Which is for thee; .although | 
Ivy © Rt Ba ſuby "Ts of fir ft; for thy. par- 
| I ht HET: don. 
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don is without exception or werbe All 


treſpaſſes are freely forgiven. Thy Juſtifi- 


cation to life is abſolu 1. for it is God him- 
ſelf that juſtifieth. 


e choſe thee in Jeſus, 


that thou ſhouldſt be holy and without blame 
before him and fo ho art. As a mem- 


ber in his body thou art without blemiſh. 


Here is thy. relief under the inward, crols. 


The Father choſe thee in his Son, looks up- 
on thee in him, and deals with: thee accord 
ing to covenant love: there is therefore now 


no condemnation. to thee, who art in Chriſt 
Jeſus. With the ſweet ſenſe of this upon thy 
:onſcience, perſuaded that God is at pe 10 
with thee, take up the inward croſs. 


this. delightful view lee. the curſe en 
FF hou haſt no reaſon to fear Wrath or death 


or bell. 58 over all ſins and enemies is 


certain. Daily, eternal victory is promiſed. 
In this faith fol 


low the noble 5 190 Who 


carried this croſs. to thei graves. ight as 
they did, Jook jag unto, Jeſus. Pl is in these: 


it was” in them: but they looked upon 


it as 4 v anquiſhed foe, Dain, and. put to 
death, When oe died for ſin once. _ Like- 
wiſe eon thou alſo thyſelf to be in him 


dead unto ſin—freed 8 the condemning 


ſentence of the law—tfreed. from the dread- 
ful e of juſtice, by his, death—freed a as. 
truly as he is — and therefore thou art ne 
more liable, than he is, to de condemned 
$09 puniſhed. Ang for the — 


E 37 * 

of this faith, ſeek for fellowſnip with him 
in his death. It is thy privilege, as thou art: 
planted in the likeneſs his death, to derive - 


power and efficacy from it daily to put ſin 
to death, . The more. ſtedfaſtly, thou belieyeſt, 
that thou art one with him in his death, the 
more wilt thou find thy ſinful nature cruci · 
fied with him. Communion is always ac- 
cording to the faith of union wih Chriſt. 
The ſtrongeſt faith muſt bave the ſtrongeſt 
hold of . and thereby draw the moſt vir- 


tue from him. It is true às our faith increaſes,,, | 


we become more ſpiritual; and we ſee cor-- 


ruption more, as we ſee motes in ſun-beams. „ 


The ſenſes of the new man by exerciſe gain 
a. quick er perception of fin—we become all? 


over tender as the eye —jealous of the mo- 


ea of the appearance of evi This. ; 


tions- 7 
is real growth. Sin is more felt, 1 in order 


that the power of Jeſus may be put forth+ 


to make us hate it, reſiſt it, and overcome 
it more. As believers are more ſenſible of 

their ſinfulneſs. in the firſt Adam, fo. they 
grow, up into the ſecond Adam the Lord from 
heaven: they bear, the croſs of the corrup- 


tion of the firſt, which. leads, thens.t ſtant: 


fellowſhip with the ſecond in his Ja for 


the pardon of their corruption in the power” 


of his death to mortify ſin, that it may not 
have dominion over: them. 
Corruption is in thee, and it will ive. 


for * Thy ſins will ſometimes fierce-- 
K * 
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| hy affoult. Their allies, the world and the de- 
vil, willjoin them with ſtratage ems and force ; 

| when the battle is hor, and” thou! art weak; 
then it behoves ttice to live by faith upon 
Jeſus as thy ery. now acting for thee in 
heaven, as he acted for thee upon; earth. He 
is gone up, as thy high-prieſt, to carry thy 
name within the veil. He bears it upon the 
ephod on his ſhoulders, and upon the breaſt · 
Plate on his heart; bis power and his love 
are en gaged far thee, now he is in glory. He 
ſtands in the preſence of God, as thy re- 
preſentative. Thy Father fees thee in him; 
and thou art in his ſight what thy farerun- 
er is. As he ftands there, fo off thou 
ſtand — righteous as he is righteous—holy as 
he is holy — beloved as he 1s eiern and 
| ſhalt be bleſſed as he is bleſfed. 'View by 
faith thy nature in him, exalted and -glorifi- 
ed, and for the joy ſet before thee in him 
take up thy croſs. It is a heavy burden— 
it is a hard warfare. True. But conſider, 
who ſhall' lay any thing to thy charge for 
indwelling 4 5 Ri is God that juſtifeth thee 
from it. Who! is he that condemneth ? It is 
Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen a- 
gain, who is even at the right hand of God, 


5 who alſo maketh interceſſion for thee. He 


appears in the preſence of God for thee, as 
thine interceſſor. He is always in court to 
repreſent thy perſon, and to carry thy cauſe, 
8 as to what Nen lin. * a _ 

. © 


— ; 


VVV | 
e an advocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt 


e the righteous,. and he is the propitiation 


++ for our ſins: in this office he is . ſkilful 
and faithful, and compaſſionate. - He has 
thine intereſt at heart thy ſafety, thy com: 
fort under this croſs, and thy victory over it 
His very. glory is:ſo interwoven with .thing;. 
that they are one: yea the advocate and his 
clients form hut one myſtical body, of which: 
every member. js. what the head is, O my 
God and. Sax wur, 4 bless. thee, and worſhip 
thee for acting for me ag mine ad vocate and 
interceſſor in heaven. Increaſe, I beſgech 


the, amy faith, that I may; ſee more of the 
glory of thine office; and may make mote 


uſe of it, in he bearing of mine inward croſs. . 


O let thy faithful witneſs abide with me % 
enable me without doubt or waverigg te 


truſt} in what thou haſt done for me upon 
_ earth, and to draw comfort from hat he 


art now doing. for me in heaven. Into thy 
hands I deſite to commit my qauſe. Lord, 


ory for me. Be ſurety for thy. ſenyant 
for good, and guide me with thy counſel, till 


thou bring me to thy glory. I. aſk this far 
thy mexcies-fake. Amen. ls this the true ſtate 
of the caſe? ls it certain from the. word of 


Did the higheſt believer upon earth exparj-- 
enee tbis in ward croſs? When his conſcience: - 
ſumtmoned him to the bar of God, and put 
N e 4 25 him 5 
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him upon enqu ting what he. would Pied 8 
there for his juſtification, had he any thing 
to urge © bit the ſacrifice” and e ef * 
of the ever blefſed Immanuel? And is not 
this thy plea; O my ſoul? Doſt not thou find 
ſo muell weakneſs and infirmity in thy holy 

things, that "thou 'wouldſe: leet atonement 
for the iniquity of them through the intercefs 


fion of the great high - prieſt? And thou 


Wouldſt not think of ſtanding before the 


throne to claim eternal life, as the reward 
due to thine own holineſs 7 ls not this thine 
experience? If "It des then ne 10 crols 

in this : IEF TEA en e ENS . 
Fri. ieder zielt that fin is in thek. 
The motions and Me ings of it are thy hur- 
den. The reſiſting and oppoſing them is 


thy continual- warfare. ee thou haſt: no 


profpect before thee of enjoying perfect de- 
liverance from this heavy cfoſs, ward death 
releaſe thee. | Bleſſed be God forithe. falva- 
tion that is in Chriſt Jeſus: There is a pro- 
viſion made in the covenant of grace for the 
rdon of indwelling fin, for victory over it 
daily, and for the eternal deſtruction of the 
has body of - fin; It ſhall have no exiſt- 
ence in the anne any more than it has 
in their glorified head. Here is eomfort for 
thee; O my foul; of God's own: providing, 
and of God's own applying. When it is ap- 
Pe wo 25 1 the croſs: 1 be light. 
80 . 9 1 . N es 


- 
/ 


Obſerve carefully oo 3 revealed concern 


ing the being of ſin in the beſt Chriſtians, 
and concerning the pardon of it. The Ho- | 
ly Ghoſt deplares, it dwells in them, but 
they are forgiven ALL: treſpaſſes they ate 
in Chriſt without ſpot or wrink le or any ſuch 
thing —in the firſt Adam they are heirs of 


Re e ee eee ee 


Lord from heaven they are heirs of righte- 
ouſneſs; life and glory. e is their covenant? 
head: And they are before God, what he is. 
This is the record of truth IE ARE com. 
PLETE/IN HIM Abide by it, O my ' ſout: 
Give it full credit, and boldly: plead it againſt 
"all the charges of guilt, and fears of wrath | 
tis true; I have fin in me, but it is 
« pardoned, God has forgiven me ALL 
4 treſpaſſes. - I ſtand before liim in my 
N who undertook for. me, and I am 
perfect in him. The Father choſe me 
jn his Son: He looks upon the face of 
< his beloved, and ſees me in him. In 
| 4 him he is well. pleaſed, ſo he is with me. 
As he loves him, ſo he loves me. This 
“ is the gloxious prjvilege, which by faith 
I now enjoy. I feny ſight and Genie and 
I ſüick to the bond of Sed adhere 
. ſtrictiy to its eſtimony, concerning me; 
+ believing myſelf to be dead indeed 1 


* 


ein in Chriſt, and in him abſolutely free 


. n ps and W eee fe Fa- 


0 4 1. 
« me in his Son, and with the fame love 
& with Which be loves him His Father 
and my Father. With this perfuatian 1 
„ go to war With my eorruptions: /| I ſee 
$;;their traiterqus deſigns. They are; fight- 
. 5 ing:againſt every :thing that is dar and 
5 precious to in ſaul. But havingithe pro- 
4 miſed: grace of the almiglity Saviaur for 
© my help; I:defire to ſet upon them in his 
% name. I know he has them among mine 
& other enemies under his feet, and I have 
„ his word for it that he will put them under 
& mine. Yea; Lord, I believe, and on thy 


r faithful promiſe. 1. truſt this day. 100 5 


«though I muſt' carry my groſs, yet 1 
ct bleſs thee and worſhip! thee for removing 
ec eurſe and wrath from it: I can now take 
« it up as thy ſoldier, and fight againſt it 
4 thy ſtrength, expecting victory from 
44 thee; and to thy glory. O my God, ſave 
1 me from indwelling gin Let me feel it 
my burden. Glorify thy grade in me, 
and by me, that being endued with pow 
her from on bigh I may hold out reſiſting 
* and conquering it, till thou Sie me euer- | 
* hſting victory?? | 
WD 2 this, O; my ſoul, be thy Aist de: 
pendence, Sethe crols will become light. 
Guilt makes it heavy. The curſe in it 
makes it intolerable: But if by faithi thou 
canſt ſee guilt and curſe removed, then it 


ert be no * * in thy hea- 
venly. 


- 
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venly Walk, but wilt daily call forth into uſe 
and ee thoſe graces, which will - help | 


thee forward, and eſpecially 
"Pxprence. Here isigreat ed ß pati- 


| thine oi boſom the ſeat of it and thine 
- own laſts carrying it onrangd/ maintaining it. 
Fhe more ſpilituat 1 thou art,; the more wilt 
thou feel this inward conflict. The mare 
thou gtoweſt into Chriſt, the more will thy 
corruptions ſtir and nove they will be thy 
continual. plague, ſo that thou wilt not be 
able te draw any comfort from vrliat thou 
art in thyſelf. - Here is exerciſe for patience. 
Every where indwelling ſin is preſent with 
thee: Upon every temptation ready with its 
flatteries to entice, and with its power to 
| break. out into act and deed. The appoſing 
itz is 1 off a right hand, and pluck-- 
ing our a right eye as contrary to na- 
ture, and as pa inful⸗ Phe hand and the eye 
cannot be Utroyes twice, but inbred 
luſts overcome a thoufand times are not 
in the leaſt diſcouraged from warring againſt 
the ſaukl Like the troubled ſea, never at 
reſt, they are always caſting up (ſome! ſinful 
miire and dirt. What canſt thou do without 
faith in the Redeemer's blood, without pa- 
tience to wait for the Redeemer's ſtrength? 
Every moment there is need of faith and pa- 
tience, and every moment if theſe graces he 
exereiſed they will be improved. The bear- 
ing. of the croſs enn, and fighting * 


enee a Sontin⁰¹lt War — and within the- 


dued in its ren Wy the believer does not · 


| 1 144. E 


dcr it on the: ſide of God vi aleo be (the 
means bf teaching the 


TRE TRUE 5PIR1TU AL MOR TIFIOATION,. 


which does not conſiſt in {fin not being in 


thee; nor in its being put upon the eroſs dai-- 


ly, nor yet in its being kept upon it. There 


muſt be ſomething more to eſtabliſn perfect 


peace in thy conſcience; and that is the teſ- 


timony of God. concerning the body ef ſin. 
He has provided for thy perfect deliverance- 

from it in Chriſt. Every thing needful for 
this purpoſe was! finiſhed by him upon the, 


_ croſs. He was thy ſurety. He ſuffered; for 
thee. Thy ſins were: crucified with him, 
and nailed to his croſs. They were put to: 
death, 'when he died: for he was thy cove- 


nant head, and thou as a member of his 
body waſt legally repreſented. — him, and. 


art indęed dead to fin by his dying to ſin 


once. The law has now no more right to 
condemn thee,” a believer, than it has to 
condemn him. Juſtice is bound to deal with. 
thee, as it has with thy riſen and aſcended . 

Saviour: If thou doſt not thus ſee thy com- 
plete mortification in him, ſin.- Will ręign in 
thee: No ſin can be crucified.,cither , in 


heart or life, unleſs it be fliſt pardoned in 


conſcienee: becauſe thens: will- be want of 
faith to receive the: ſtrength ef Jeſus, by 
whom alone it can be erucified. If it be 
not mortified in its guilt, it cannot be ſub- 


— - 
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ſee his perfedl deadneſs 1 in FE „ae he will 
open a wide door to unbelief: and if he be 

not perſuaded of his completeneſs. in Chriſt, 
he gives room for the attacks of ſelf-ri 
ous and legal tempers. If Chriſt be not all 
in all: ſelf muſt ſtill be looked upon as ſome- 
thing great, and. there will be food left for 
the pride of ſelf· importance and ſelf· ſufficien 
cy. So that he cannot grow into the death 
ol Chxriſt in ſenſible experience, farther than 
he believes himſelf to be dead to fin in Chriſt. 
The more clearly and ſtedfaſtly he nd 
this, as the apoſtle did-— 
IAM CRUCIFIED WITH Cunisr, in pro- 
| gt will he cleave. to Chriſt, and 5 bu. 
im greater power to crucify ſi 

This 18 believing | 175 his abſolute 1 
cation in Chriſt is the true goſpel method of 
mortify ing ſin in our own perſons. ; 
_ Examine then, O my foul, the miſtakes 
| which thou baft made, and. the. tem ptations 

which, thay: = 1 9 55 8 150 F 
ing truth in thy wa ra or 
h wWiſdom t to Moog Wear en 
wilt be afraid, Where no fear 1 is. Thou wilt 
be enclined to think this doctrine rather en- 
couraging to ſin: becauſe it ſeems to carnal 
ua to take off thy mind from the  watch- 
fulneſs againſt, it, and from praying for vic- 

tory oder it. But be aſſured this is a great 
error. If thou art not complete in Chriſt, 
thou never canſt be complete. Seek for the 
deen 


| hee to be, under the law. 


* 
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death of hn. where thou yilt it is is not to be 
to conquer it 


ion any hes principle, To 1 5 in his 
tf 


the very attempt is ſinful, and proves 
Viet 125 art 
me with him in his death, there can be no 
9 of fin, and cone equently no victory 
over! t. 4 fear not Meh. to. lay the whole 
Fo of thy ſalvation"! upon Jeſus, © Depend 
im, as 4, in 5 Bo ſin for thee, and look at 
el dead to ſin in him, a as corp pletely dead 
it, as he is. Read the teſtimony of the ho 
Spie Study the infinite; the everlaſting ſu 
CIENCY. of his death for thine abſolute ech 
Tres guilt and condemnation., Truſt with-. 
Kin ok : be not afraid to view the ever- 


Pan 3 a0. deliverance i fe ſus, 


0 wil TEA let ran ja an d wil eru- 
8 t 


wer of fin. T is will, a id nothin 1 
elſe can. bee the ſixth pf the tomans, 
y for the Spirſt of r Fete che open 7 to 
1255 There thou wilt diſſ over ett e way to 
ror ſig. It is b bene; "that thou art 
Belts top ether ah Chtiſt 115 death from 
ence only thy ardon flows, from thence 7 | 


| daily victor ory, 18 122 and from thence th 


tere! victory will be per fected. | Fight ON, 
5 thou ſhalt he, what Chriſt now is, Th 
like the bes d. 1 


ber ſhall be pe eftly 
oſpect! . hou fha 

Fa] 0 5 Late e 
righteous holy, . nd 
5 c 8 y wed FASL! "The 5 


— 
- 


1 9 3 
Thou ſhalt FR him as he is, 255 aw aking 
hoy, his likenels thou, ſhalt be fatiafed with 
Take up thy croſs for the joy here Ft 
Bete th thee, Brar it in faith. It will he light 
and eaſy. to, thy pardoned conſcience : * IM N 
the carrying of it in patience will bring rth 
many peaceable ble fruits of righteouſneſs: A 
mong the relt. there. is one, which in the 
fight. of Hod is, of great price, and which, is 
daily improyed by the inward croſs, namely 
übt. which conſiſts in the Ti Ht 
knowledge of .qurſelves, not only of what 
we haye been, but alſo f what we 4" are. 
The beſt and beſteg man apon earth bas a 
ale ing ag e eſh ſtill, Fug 
is always inſt the irit. 
ee cl ee A. Ne on 
the inward conflict Dead men indes be 
nothing A dead — 5 has no ſgnſe. 10 oo 
worins which are eating it ug. He that has 
theſs luſts in him and. 2185 Apaigſt, b, 
ul, and yet does hot feel them, canngt be 


2 15 e. natural man has no ſenſe, 
hey are, in m, as Worms 


i on 4er beg $4 IY Jo is it With the perfec- 
tiagiſt. "But fa 1 and ſo long. by he 2 


. »4 „ 


| happy ——— with ( ad, in jr 175 ng, fin 

is prgſent to. interxupt the em 8 24 4 
Kern any, . this . in as to 
weaken its adi t. apgut any du. 
un be a tom s 1 ir as. 
Ys 


: -Þ 148 ] : 
ig! God requires, and as he could wiſh. 
4 25 abiding ſenſe of thefe truths will keep 
down pride. The believer will fee nothing 
of his own to truſt in, no faith or hope or 
love, no faithfulneſs to grace, no holy obe- 
dience : all is ſtained and polluted. He is 
forced to cry out of his beft duties — uncleun 
unclean. In this ſchool the difciple learns 
to walk humbly with his God. The more 
he knows of himſelf, the mote humble he 
becomes. And he grows in chis heavenly 
grace, the more he is acquainted with the 
mercy of God in Jeſus. This learnt” by di- 
vine Teactiing, keeps the believer meek and 
- lowly, in his own eyes. Nothing ſoftens and 
melts the ſoul into holy tenderneſs ke the 
ſenſe of God's mercy. A man who feels the 
plague of his own heart is never truly hum- 
| bled, until he be pardoned. But when he isjuſ- 
tified from all things in Chriſt, in him a par- 
taker of all 1 b 0 115 incarthand | hea- 3 


WY 


ed. bee ies taught f G04 beg e e 
high thought into fubjection to Chrit Jeſus. 
The ſoulbows before him; lies low at his feet; 
pftoſtrates itſelf before the throne of grace, 5 
and deſixes to be kep t willing to take all its 

e out of his hiatids, and to uſe them 


to: 
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to his glory. This is goſpel humility, the 
true abaſement of ſpirit, with which a man, 
ſenſible that he is ſaved by mere merc . 
loaths himſelf, And While the experience 
of indwelling fin humbles him down to the 
duſt, it produces through God's grace the 
happieſt effects : for it keeps him in his ſtrong 
tower and ſanctuary, in which alone he is 

_ Sapx,- It is ever reminding him of his 
. need of the blood of ſprinkling ever ſhew- 
ing him his, want of a perfec righteouſneſs 
—and ever preaching to him the neceſſity 
of his being, kept by the power of God. 
And while he hearkens to theſe leſſons, truſt- 
ing to Jeſus, he will ſtand, faſt and be eſta- 
9 The arm of the Lord God almigh- 
y will. . hold him up, and he hall be fal fe. 
While | he lives' thus, ut, Of. himſelf, the ſet le 
of indwelling ſin will lead him to his true 
Hapeiness, which is all i in the fulneſs of 
the God man. He will enjoy | the more of 
this, the leſs he finds i 10 Himſelf. When he 
cannot. draw comfort f com any thing of his 
own,. he Will ſeek It more. in "God. W hen 
all the ſtreams are dried u up, | will ger near- 
er to the fountain head, and live more upon 


it. This is the portion 97 the Lord's 1 
and the inheritance of all his ſaints... 0 
this view indwelling | ſig 1 is made the me: 180 
; of promoting their 


.Hotinpss, * They ſee their Ada eu 


| of wake fy. can do POE without | 
45 kim; 


[ 15h J 


hi but. believipg their oneneſs! with Him, 
they deſire to [rave it in experience, " Bve- 
ry thing they do keeps them ſenſible of their 
fins and Gas, and ſhews them the neceſfity 
of living by the faith of the Son of God. This 
is true humility. The more they are hum- 
bled, the more-they receive out of the ful 
neſs of Jeſus: For he giveth more grace 
more, to produce nearer , fellowſhip with 
him in his death, "whereby ſin will bę more 
dead, and in bis reſurrection, whereby the 
foul will be more alive to God. So that the 
| humbleſt believer is the neareſt to God, and 
is the ſafeſt, happieſt, and holieſt of all the 
men upon earth : Becauſe he Has moſt fellow- 
ſhi with, God, dwells in God, and God 
in Fin © Meditate, O my ſoul, upon this uſe 
of the croſs. Ts fin i in ' thee? ? Poſt thou fee 1 
it, and art 1 8 25 ngag gainſt it? And G58 ; 
not this humble iz Art chou freely. for- 
wen, all treſpaſſe es, indwelling ſin among | 
5 e reſt ? Doſt thou know that thou art a 
ae de brand plucked out of hell? 
be nd. N 7 rhis Körne thee ? I ſee reaſon 
| eh, to. be humbled, bur I feel, pride in 
uſting againſt; hvitn! flity, Oo my Preci- 
„ humble, me under thy mighty 
e 44h Ta t hee 1 look: for all my van, : 
Lord, fave 15 from pride. Thou haſt made 
vi g be taught of thee to be mcek 
| and. lowly, and I, come to thee praying, that 


the lep be as his maſter, Oo 2 5 5 
* rin 


3 


or deep. into, thy Spirit, In every 1 8 
warfare, againſt. my corruptions; enable me 
to renounce myſelf that I may find thou art 
carrying both me and my croſs. Keep me 
humbled at thy feet, that thou mayeſt ex-. 
alt me in due time. I pray to thee, my pre- 
cious Saviour, for this grace, to mine eternal 
| humbliog,, and to thine eternal exajtation. 
5 ar Lath, and; for evermore I hope; 
glory only in the Ford. and to hump: in- 
55 God of my ſalvation. 1 
hus the believer. learns to walk W 
under the inward croſs. He is brought, to; 
truſt all in the Saviour s hand. Daily, he 
diſcovers more of ne ruins of the fall; which 
leaq him to, 115 diſc ane of the perfect 
reren ic in Jeſus. If he attend to what is 
paſſing in his own breaſt, he finds his need 
ofa. Saviour every moment and for every 
thing. by which means. he grows in grace 
and in the ;qxegllengy'.c the, knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus his Lord: - Je learns, to put no 
confidence i in the fleſh Jae to rejoice only in 
his completeneſs in Jeb, from uhom all his 
| ts and victories: are. received. Thus 
While ſelf is laid low, the Saviour is exalted, 
and his perfect work is more depended on. 
The baligyer by hope and love attains more 
delightful communion with his God. In- . 
dwellipg fin, is, hjs 7 byt, he bears Hit, 
looking unto Jeſus: from w hom he receives 
ſtrength to go on, yea to run the race ſet 
| before 


; 
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before him. By faith he ſees in Jeſus the 
corruption of his nature condemned and dead 


in law: he beholds himſelf freed from this, 


as well as from his other ſins. Guilt is the 
moſt galling part of this croſs; but when 


tilt is thus removed from the conſcience, 


then the croſs grows light. When taken up in 
faith and carried in love to the almighty Sa- 
viour, then it does not ſtop the believer in, 
his fellowſhip with Jeſus, or in his happy 
walk with him. Glory be to thee, my Lord, 


of this I have ſome experience. Ves, pre- 


cious Jeſus, I know the infinite value of 
that ſacrifice, ' Which -pur away ſin. 1 bless 
thee for that offering, Wich perfects for 


ever. Intereſted in it, I would, not diſtruſt 


my vip 0 in thee. ' Through thyhbly 


nature, I expect to be renewed after thy 
likeneſs. The fountain for cleanſing from 


the filth of fin ſands open: in it daily waſh. 


my ſpotted ſoul. In thy divine righteouſneſs 


I fee the law and jilſtice (of the Father infi 
nitely honoured by juſtifying me, and deal- 


ing with me, as perfe ily righteous. Com- b 


plete i in thee Tam. In thy work finiſned 
upon earth l am perfect, and am repreſented 
as ſuch by thee in heaven. 1 believe thou 
appeareſt there as my divine interceſſor, bear- 
ing my name upon thy ſhoulders wh upon 


thy breaſt with a ry! beyond all the preci- 


ous ſtones in the World. G my bleſſed Jeſus, 


| increaſe this faith.” Lead me from faith to 


e 193 faith; 


1 

faith; that while I am 8 hegven- 
| wards, mine eye and my heart may be more 
ſimply fixed upon thee. Come thou glorifi- 
er of the Saviour, and diſcover to me more 
of the ſinfulneſs of ſin, and of my need of 
his ſalvation. Holy Spirit, teach me in the 
deepeſt ſenſe of indwelling fin to trult 
wholly to the offering of the body of Jeſus, 
O lead me to his croſs, there to ſee all my 
ſins nailed, crucified with him, dead in his 
death, buried in his grave: in this faith 
ſtrengthen me mightily to reſiſt and to con- 
quer my corruptions. Enable me to expe- 
rience the power of hiscroſs, that I may feel 
fin weakened in the love and in the practice 
of it. Almighty Spirit, in my daily warfare 
| find no ſtrength leſs than thine can make 
me conqueror : and therein thou haſt cauſed 
me to put my truſt. Awake, awake, put 
on ſtrength, O arm of the Lord ; awake as 
in the antient days in the generations of old: 


Art thou not it that cut the pride of nature 


to pieces, and wounded the old dragon? O 
my God, magnify thine arm in ſubduing e- 
very fin. Thou ſeeſt my naked heart, and 
its lighings are not hid from thee, My cor- 
ruptions are indeed my croſs: and they 


would have been a fore burden tooheavy for 


me to bear, if the curſe had not been taken 
out of them. But ſtill pardoned as they are, 


et in this tabernacle I do groan, being bur- | 


"Vos. I. © H  dened 
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C 
dened. I believe the day is coming, when 
I ſhall have perfect and eternal freedom 
from fin and ſorrow. The firſt fruits of this 
only make me long the more for the bleſſed 
harveſt. But I deſire to wait in hope, bear- 
ing my crofs, till thy will be done. O Lord, 
make me willing to reſiſt, give me power 
to overcome indwelling fin, till the day 8 
of redemption, and mortality be ſwallowed 
up of life. Hear me, my good God, and 
anſwer me for thy name's ſake, to the glory 
of Father, Son and Spirit, the three in one 
Jehovah, to whom my heart now bows in 
e and my ſoul hopes ſoon to join the 
ny of never · ceaſing praiſe. Amen, and 
+” e e FOAM 
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CHAP, XL 


7 he believer fights the good fight of faith, and 


| goes forih couguering and io conguer, 
VE N the believer has been diſc 


learned to bear it with patience, the captain 
of his ſalvation has other exerciſes far him. 
He has choſen him to be a ſoldier, and he 
intends to teach him to endure hardneſs. 
His life in Chriſt is one continual battle, not, 
oaly againſt fleſh and blood, but alſo againſt 
principalities and powers af earth and hell: 


He cannot diſever their ſtratagems. nor 
overcome their aſſaults, but by being ſtrong 


in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, His war- 


fare is therelore to be carried on Entirely bx 


 faigh, The principles before laid daun mult 


be braught into uſe. What the Spirit af S 


had diſcovered to him of his {alvation in ge- 


ſus is to he tried in every battle, and if it be 


maintained, it will he improved. If he hold 


faſt the confidence of his faith, he will be- 


have. like s gd faldier. If he always take 
up arms in an abſolafe dependencę on his di- 


vine General ig give him .courage, ta order 
hum has to attack his enemies, a beſtow - 
ſtrengtk upan him daily to refiſt them, ihen 

victory will be certain: Yea he will be in- 


H 2 Vvincible, 
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vincible, while he ſtands ſtrong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might. He will me- 
ditate upon the principles, which he had 
been taught of God, and will find peace in 
bis o.] 5 conſcience, and joy in his heart, by 
bringing them into daily experience. His 
believing views of the warfare to which he 1 Is 
called will be ſuch as theſe— 
I am through ſovereign grace called 10 
fight under the banner of Jeſus—He has not 
left me to fight as ee but he has 
conquered all mine enemies for me, and he 
has undertaken to conquer them all in me. 
It is true, I am weak, but my Redeemer i is 
ſtrong, the Lord of hoſts is his name. He 
has ſaved me from ſins, from the ſname and 
pain of them, from the wicked one, and the 
wicked world, from the curſe of the law, 
and from the 'wrath of God. He has given 
me a divine righteouſneſs for my juſtificati- 
on, and in it I am accepted beforethe throne: 
He has put it upon me for ornament and de- 
fence—it is a garment of ſalvation—which 
cannot be loſt upon earth, and which will 
ſhine with never-fading beauty in heaven. 
The Father is perfectly reconciled, and loves 
me with a love that paſſes knowledge. I be- 
lieve it. God is on my ſide: need not fear 
what any enemy can do unto me. He has 
taken me into his protection. By his all wiſe 
counſel I am guided; by his almighty arm 


5 I am defended. "v7 battles are the Lord's. 
| | Indeed 


FE m9. + 


Indeed mine enemies are many, and they 
are too-cunning and too mighty for me. But 
why do they now fight againſt me? Is it not, 
becauſe God is my friend? They hate me, 
becauſe he loves me. While I lived in friend- 
ſhip with them, and was at war with God, 
they were always trying to make me happy. 
But ever ſince I fled to Jeſus for refuge, and 
ſought redemption. in his blood, they have 
taken up arms againſt me: And they have 
raged more furiouſly, ſince I was enabled to 
believe in him. But have no reaſon to fear 
their oppoſition. With them is an arm of 
. fleſh, but with me is the Lord my God to 
help i me, and to fight my. ks I may 
therefore go to my daily warfare in faith, re- 
garding the commands, waiting for the ful. 
filling of the promiſes of my God, and rely- 
ing upon the proviſion, which he has made 
for my preſent and for mine eternal victo- 

u. 

Are thy meditations, O my ſdul, like 
theſe upon the Chriſtian warfare? Examine | 
thyſelf. If thou art at peace with God, thou 
muſt expect war. It is unavoidable. If it be 
in thy heart to pleaſe him who hath choſen 
thee to be a ſoldier, then all the powers of 
wickedneſs will be in arms. Night and day 
with never ceaſing rage they will purſue 
thee. Deeplaid plans will be formed, and 
fierce aſſaults will be made againſt. thy true 
e They woes be — ſo 2 


3 


Addy of his power te take hitn'for thy God. 
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as thou art in the world, by ſome cunning or 
force to draw thee from thy God. Thy life 
from henceforth is to be one continued bat- 
tle. Thy victory depends every moment 
upon holding faſt thy confidence in God: 
And therefore thou muſt bring the principles 
bol the doctrine of Chriſt into exerciſe. Thou 
haſt een how neceflary they are for every 
ſteßp of thy walk, and thou wilt find them 
equally neceſſary for evety part of thy war- 
fare. This is a leading truth Thine ene- 
mies are God's enemies. Once thou didſt 
join with them, and waſt on their fide fight? 
Wis againſt God, but he has ſaved thee fromm 
theguilt of thy rebellion. In free love he 
choſe tlhiee in his Son, and in ſovereign mer- 
ey gave him for thee. © The Son rejeiced to 
d his Father's will for thy falyation : He 
dich it in his life: He fuffered it in his death. 
FT be ever glotious work is finifhed. And it 
has been given thee on the behalf of Chriſt 
to believe. The Lord the Spitit has ſatisfied 
thy conſcience, and has tornforted thy heart 
with the knowledge of this perfect falvation. 
The Father is thy Father in Jeſus tine by 
his own free gift—thine by his own unchan- 
geable purpoſe and now thine by thy free 
Choice. He has made thee wffling in tle 


Ne is perfectih reconciled unto thee in Tris 
Sh { And fkould not this perfectſy recon- 
ee tee to Him ? His love to . 

't 3 E 
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derful in all its properties, in its riſe and ori- 
gin, and in its free and full eemmunication 
of every covenant bleſſipg: And does not the 
belief of this engage thy heart in love to 
God ?. Doſt thou not love him for his love to 
thee, and is it not thy daily prayer, that thy 
love may abound yet more and more? Has 
vat the ſenſe of this peace and love been im- 
proved in thy daily walk with him? Haſt 
thou not found the truth, and enjoyed the 
_ camfort of theſe graces in thine experience ? 
O fear not then, fince God is on thy fide— 
fear not, O my ſoul, to go to war with any 
enemy, who would rob thee of the peace of 
God in thy conſcience, or of the love of God 
in thy heart. This is the deſign of all thoſe 
who 1 1 againſt thee. They want to ſhake 

thy confidence in God, and to to draw thee 
from him. They know they cannot ſucceed, 
while thou ſtandeſt ſtrong in the Lord, truſt- 

ing to his being thy reconciled God, and lor- 
ing Father. O keep this truft in him, as 
the apple of thine eye— bind it continually 
to thy heart in love and fight for it as for 
thy precious life. Be aſſured, no enemies an 
prevail againſt thee, until they have firſt o- 1 
vercome thy faith: beeauſe while thou mak- 

eſt God thy refuge and ſtrength, his almigh- 

eh aum Vill be thy defence. Be not afraid, 


 fays he, Tam with thee, and I will keep 
_ thee by my power through faith unto falva- 
„ e, 


* 
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In this warfare it is the chief buſineſs of 
the believer to have reſpect to the orders giv- 
en him, 7 1 is entirely to depend on the 
captain of his ſalvation. What has he ſaid, 
O my ſoul, to encourage thee to go to battle 
without fear? Mind his deſcription—it is 
HRE GOOD FIGHT or FAITH, in which thou 
art Engaged. By faith thou art to attack thy 
foes: by faith alone thou canſt conquer 

them: and faith muſt have his 

Coktu AN DS, or elſe it can have no lawful 
| warrant to fight, and no juſt ground to ex- 
pect victory. Indeed, if he bad ſpoken no- 
thing, there could have been no faith : for 
his word comes firſt—it is ſpoken—it i is 
heard and then faith comes by hearing. 
Look well then to his word. Study it care- 
fully. If thou obey it right, thou art abſo- 
lutely ſafe in the hotteſt battle, and thy vic- 
tory is as Certain, as if the crown was already 
upon thy head. Theſe are his ſtanding or- 
dels“ Fear thou not, for J am with thee : 
* be not afraid, for I am thy God: | will 


5 will uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteouſneſs. Behold all they that 
© wereincenſed againſt thee ſhall be kai: 
ed and confounded : they ſhall be as no- 
thing, and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall 
% periſh, Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and ſhalt 

not find them, even them that contended 


* with thee: they that war * thee 
| | © ſhall 


« ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea 


4 


U 16x 2 | . 
& ſhall be as nothing, and as a thing of 
* nought: for the Lord thy God will hold 
thy right hand, ſaying unto thee—fear 
* not, I will help thee. Fear not, thou 
vorm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael : I will 
help thee, ſaith the Lord, and thy Redeem- 
er the holy one of Iſrael.” Are theſe in- 
| deed the words of God ? Does he command 
poor worms, weak and defenceleſs, to go to 
war without fear? Does he encourage them 
to look up to his arm, promiſing to be on 
their ſrde ? Yes, the Lord of hoſts fights for 
them. All their enemies are his, and there- 
fore they may fafely truſt, and not be afraid. 
-Q” my ſoul, read carefully, read again and 
- again, mark and inwardly digeſt every: word 
"of this divine command; and in obedience 
to it expect his help. Face. thine enemies, 
uv hoever they be, with holy boldneſs: For 
God is with thee. He hag: undertaken to 


2 


N fight thy battles. Look at this ſcripture. 


Canſt thou meditate on it, and yet be afraid? 
"Of whom, or of what? O vile unbelieving 
fear! Beg of God to fave thee from it. Ho- 
- nour the captain of thy ſalvation. Truſt 
him. Deubt not but thow art as ſafe, obey- 
ing his orders, and expecting his help, as 
almighty power can make thee. Obſerve 

the courage of one of thy fellow ſoldiers. 
Obſerve his victory When I cry unto 
„ thee, then ſhall mine enemies turn back: 

es this! know, for God is for me. In God 
$ 95442 1 * e 
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6 wil [ praiſe his werd; in the Lord will l 
& praiſe; ths Word: in God have I put my 
* xruſt, I will not be afraid what man can 
„do unto me.” Phe enemies of David 
dame to fallow him up, but he encourag- 
ed himſelf in the Lord his God. He attend- 
el de his orders. He econfidered the word 


which was cpcken to him. He depended 


upon it, and had reaſon to praiſe God for 


His faithfulneſs: for God fulfilled it unto 


him. There was in it a 


Pon ler, as Well as a 1 this 


ad i wilt be with thee, The promiſe is 


ahyynys mede.good to them that keep the 
command in faith, The one is our divine 


Warrant to fight, the other is our encoura A 
met #0 fight in certain hopes of victory. 

tend, O my foul, to the promiſe, and fear 
not the accompliſhment of it In righte- 


% ouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſned: thou 


0 ſhalt be far from oppreſſion, for thou 
6 ſhale not fear, and from terror, for 
it ſhall not come near thee. Behold, they 
„ ſhall ſurely gather together, but not by 
4. me: whoſoever ſhall gather together a- 


gainſt thee, ſhall fall fon thy ſake. Behold, 
. Phe created the .ſmith that bloweth the = 
40 coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth 


40 an inſtrument for his work, and I have 


4 ercated the waſter to-deſttoy. "No weapon 
that is formed againſt thee fhall proſper, 


© ant] eyery tongue that ſhall riſe in judg- 


10 ment againſt thee thou ſhalt condemn. ' 


8 Ma * This 
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M This i is the heritage of the ſervants of FR 


Lord, and their righteoufneſs is of me, 
faith the Lord Thou art here forewarn- 
el of thine enemies: they ſhall gather againſt 
ow But the Lord is not with them, He 


ts thy defender and mighty deliverer, and 


he vil bring all oppoſition to 'nought fer 


thy fake. However numerous their hoſts 


may be, yet they ſhall fall. Whatever wea- 


pons of war they may form, yet none of 
them ſhafl proſper. This is the certain he- 


ritage of all believers. Their righteouſneſs 


anch their firength is of me, faith the Lord 


Iwill ght their battles, and 1 will never 
leave them nor for fake them: 1 will make 


them Gally conquerors, and beheld the days 
come, faith the Lord, that 1 will perform 

that good ching which I have promiſed them, 
| Twilt make them more than conquerors, 


Is this, O my foul; the infallible word of 
ebene? Has the Lord of hsfts undertaken 
to ſtand by his people? Has he engage» to 


: lead them out to war by his wifdem, ' to de- 
fendichem in battle by is power, and to 
give them eternal victory webe praiſe of bis 

1 kn grace? O what motives are fheſe to 

| engthen thy hy heart and thy hands. What 

900 thou teaſon to fear, ſince the Almighty 


is on thy ſide? The battle is his. If hoſts | 


of enemies oppoſe, yet following his orders, 
and truſting to his ſtrength, thy victory is 


n fure: For then, thou will fight a- 
| e Bainſt 
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gainſt them, ſtrong in the Lord, and. in \ the 
power of his might, and thou wilt be invin- 

Able 5 5 | 

| In THE WHOLE ARMOUR or ' Gop. This 
armour is the proviſion, which God has made 
for the ſafety. of his: ſoldiers, He puts it on 
them, and he keeps it on them. It is a whole 
- armour, a complete defence from head to foot, 
In great mercy their God, who provided it, 
has revealed to them the uſe of every part. 
In the ſixth of the Epheſians the apoſtle. has 
_ deſcribed it at large He ſuppoſes. them to 
be acquainted with the chriſtian doctrines, 
and to have walked in the comfort of them, 
and he calls upon them to bring them into 
Practice! in their daily warfare.- © It only 

+ remains, my brethren, ſays he, that ye be 


4 ftrong in the Lord, for no ſtrength leſs 


chan his can keep you, .** andin the might 
&« of what he is able to do” by faith relying 
-ugon his promiſe, and truſting to his power, 
putting on the whole armour of God,” 
that being ſtrengthened mightily by the 
Spirit in the inner man, ye may be preſerv- 
ed dependent upon the Lord, and enabled 
to engage in his ſtrength, and to conquer to 
his glory. Unleſs. you thus rely upon his 
word and arm, you will not be able to ſtand 
ainſt the wiles of the devil: for we wreſtle 
not only againſt fleſh. and blood, but alſo a- 
gainſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt 
the rulers of the darkneſs. of this world, a- 
gainſt 


f 165 RR. 


cainſt ioiritual wickedneſs in | bigh places: 
therefore take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye be enabled to withſtand in the 
evil day againſt the combined legions of 
earth and hell, and after ye have done all, 
to ſtand conquerors in the field of battle, 
when your enemies are driven out of it. 
Stand therefore, having your loinsgirt about 
with e is the firſt grace in 
uſe— 3 Fa 
SAVING KNOWLEDGE ; ; which the holy Spi- 
rit teaches: He guides - believers into all 
truth neceſſary” for their ſalvation. As the 
military girdle went round the loins, and 
bound all the armour together, ſo the know- 
ledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, binds ko- 
gether all the graces. It is of the eſſence of 
every one of them—itis light in the ander- 
ſtanding to diſcover what they are, that they 
may be received into the heart in | love, and 
that in obeying. the truth their influence may 
operate upon the life and converſation: 
When a man is thus taught of God, then he 
ſees his need of the break plate of righteouf* 
neſs, and he puts it on, namely the 
| Iururzy RIGHTEQUSNESS of the God: 
man, The breaſt-plate was armour for the 
Vital parts—fo is the righteoufneſs of Chriſt 
Did is a perfect protection from every ſtroke 
ck every. enemy. He that wears it upon his. 
heart, believing i in the life and death of Im- 
manuel, has armour proof againſt all wee. 
| | Ws | 
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pons. If the ſtrength of his adverſaries could 


* 
” 


| | ö lerens 
the truth 


with bel boldnels, 4s the Tier 


or briers, of rough roads of ſharp ſpikes. In 
hke mafiner the peace, which the goſpel 
brings, carries the Chriſtian loldier fearleſs 
threugh difficulties, | He will march on con- 
quering, if he keep on his greaves If he main- 
tain peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt, he 
will not be ſtopt by war, or trouble, or temp- 
tation. But he muſt remember, that to eve. 
ry piece of armour faith is eſſentially. ne- 
_ ceflary—the girdle is good for nothing with- 


1 


eas, 36 
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0 out the belief of the trah—the breaſt-plate 
is no defence without faith in the righteouſ- 
neſsvf God our Saviour—the greaves are no 
more than if the feet were covered with a 
bit of thin gawze, unleſs faith be mixed 
with the goſpel: © Therefore To ALL THESE 
take the ſhield of faith,  wherewith ye 
call be able to quench all the fiery darts 
& of the wicked one.“ What excellent things 
are here {ſpoken of 
 FarrH, as a grace of the he Spirit! 
When they uſed to fight with bows and ar- 
rows, the ſoldier could hold up his ſhield 
and keep himſelf ſale: ſo the . ſal- 
dier, if th the fiery darts of fatan fly thick about 
him, by faith will quench them all. He has 
much combuſtible 3 and one ſpark 
would ſet him into a flame if he bad not his 
ſhield: but armed with it and oppofing it to 
the arrows of the wicked, one, he may lift 
up his head with y J For he has the hel- 
met of alvation” 00 it. The grace here 
Manat, nes 410 1111 
Hep, and © it. is fly UI" Toan hel- 
dss which was armour for the Head, and a 
defence for all the ſenſes which are ſeated in 
the head. It is called the helmet of SA LVA- 
Tor, becauſe it ALWAYS: SAVES. It never 
can be deſtroyed: None of the ſenſes of the 
ſppiritual man can periſn in this. Warfare: and 
therefore it is a hope that maketh not aſham- 


ed. Hope with Its helmet on fears no blows. 
It 
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It can truly ay, I am commanded to he. 
ſtrong and of good courage, not to be a- 
fraid or diſmayed : for the Lord my God is 
with me, whitherſoever I go. Fruſting to 
this command, hope is in wars and fightings 
full of glory and immortality. The Lord's 
orders to march forward are the ground 
of hope: and this ſupplies him with a wea- 
pon, which none of his enemies can with- 
ſtand, even the ſword of the Spirit,“ whieh 
« js the 
Worp or Gop.” The ſcripture is . 
led a ſword—(an offenſive weapon —and i 
is the only one, which the chriſtian ſoldier 
_ hag—all the reſt being for his defence) be- 
eauſe it is mighty through the Spirit work- 
ing by it to cut off all oppofers. © Our Lord 
in combat with the old peur defeated him 
' with this ſword; And the noble army of 
- his followers, now crowned in glory, over- 
eame him by the blood gf the lamb; and by 
"the word of tbeir teflimony—they held faſt 
their confidence in the word, and with it, 
' as with a two:edged ſword, they flew the 
old dragon, and gained eternal victory over 
him. Fight againſt him, O my ſoul, with 
the ſame weapon. Keep the ſword 1 in thy 
hand. Thou wilt ſtand in need of it every 
moment againſt that ſubtle foe. The word 
is the means of overcoming the devil, and 
it is mighty through God, when beard and 
read in faith, and. inwardly digeſted by prayer. 
5 e he 


[G3 :; 
The beſt ſoldier in the Lord's s army is bell 
acquainted with the neceſſity of prayer: 
he not only believes what God ſays of 
his armour, but he depends upon mir for 
the daily experience of it: and therefore 


when he has put his armour on, in the 
Prayer oF FAlrH he calls upon the 


captain of his ſalvation for orders, courage, 


2 victory, and every thing needful 
© Praying always with all prayer and ſup- 
* plication in the Spirit, and watching there- 


. ©. unto with all perſeverance.” O my God, 
teach me thus to pray. I would depend 


on thee, and expreſs my dependence without 
ceaſing: for I am ſenſible that without thee 
I can do nothing. Although thou haſt cho- 
ſen me to be a ſoldier, yet | have neither 
| counſel nor ſtrength for war. My fooliſh 
heart loves eaſe: it would have the crown, 
but it would be excuſed ſtriving lawfully for 


it. I find nothing in myſelf that diſpoſes me 


to endure the hardſhip of the chriſtian war- 


fare. My whole truſt therefore | is in thee, 


Jeſus, my Lord and my God. Thou 


haſt called me to the battle: thou muſt 


fit me for i it, and make me conqueror. 
All is of e The whole armour of 
God, which I have received, the ſaving 


knowled po. the righteouſneſs and the peace, 


that precious faith and glorious hope, that 
ſure word, wherein thou haſt cauſed me to 


put my truſt—theſe' are the- gifts of thy 
grace: 
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grace: and on thee, my Jeſus, Tentirely, ge 


pead, for the right. uſe of them. Thau nu 

ftill cover my head in the day of battle. 
Mine eyes. are lifted up to thee, my hopes 
centre in thee, from whom : cometh all my 
ſalvation. O Lord of hoſts, keep me in this 
ſimple dependence upon thy word and arm, 


that I may exerciſe thy graces in fighting thy 


battles: and if thou art pleaſed to give me 
daily victory, I may be willing to return thee 


all thy glory. O faithful e 


God, ſtand by me, and enable me to hold 
out, till I finiſh my courſe with joy, and 


my warfare being ended; I may bleſs thee 


for evermore for that peace, Which paſſetn 


all underſtanding. © grant me this Ee my 


mercies fake, Amen. 
if this be thy dependence, if thou art 
ſtanding, in the Lord's ſtrength, and; truſt- 
ing entirely to his armour, then conſider, 
O my ſoul, ty ſafety in every battle. If 
thou go to war, calling upon thy God to be 
with. thee, and to give thee victory, then 
vieory | is certain. Thou canſ not be oom 
quered, if thou fight. in faith, relying upon 
1 orders of thy General, expecting his 
promiſed help, a waiting for it in prayer, 
truſting to r which he has put 


upon thee. Is this th e Polt 
thou pray alwmays— wid E 2 7 
t 


carry it omvand end it, with prayer of 


a Blelled be his holy came, nc his i 
| I 


<5 
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in ſerne meaſure thy caſe: go on in his 
{trength, and fear not to fight his battles, 
who oY choſen thee to be a ſoldier. Be 

of good courage, and he ſhall ftrengthen 

thy heart. The more bold thou art in thy 
- faith, the ſtronger ſhalt thou be in thy war- 
fare: for Whatever thou haſt courage to do 
at his command, thou ſhalt perform in his 
ſtrength. And Why ſhould a' doubt ariſe? 
Haſt thou forgotten, that the great decifive 
dattle has been fought and won? Immanu- 
el ſtood up, the great champion for his peo- 
ple. The almighty warrior entered the 
liſts with their enemies, and he conquered 
all their hoſts. He triumphed over ſatan 
and the world, over ſin and death; and he 
led -captivity eaptive. Remember, he calls 
upon thee toſhare in his victory, by faith 
to partake with him of the ſpoils, and to 
keep the vanquiſhed enemies daily under thy 


| four. He has made then his footftooh, nnd he 


will make them thine. This is thy warfare. 


And what haſt thou ito feat in it? What hurt 


enn u dead man do to thee? H he has u gun 
Charged in his hand, be cannot fie it. He 

is not able 1 tir a Enger. No more able is 
amy adverſary to deſtroy thee. Whilſt thou 
wet truſting to the complete victory of Jeſus, 
thou wilt daily ſhave with bird's it. And 
the mere fimple thy eraſt is in him, the 


greater Conqueſt will ne ipive e thee, berge 


he Wikitien” receive een ane greater glo- 


ry. 


* 


1 L: 1 
ry. Howſhould this conſideration inſpire thee 
with courage —it / is for his glory that - thou 
ſhouldſt conquer. Thy God commands thee 
to fight on his ſide, promiſes to aſſiſt thee, has 
| provided invincible armour, and has in his 
: own perſon engaged and defeated every ene- 
| my, againſt whom thou art to fight; and there- 
fore he requires thee, in obedience to his or- 
ders, depending on his promiſes and armour,to 
bring him glory by conquering in bis ſtrength. 
O my ſou], haſt thou not a zeal to promote 
the honour of thy Saviour? Is not his fame 
and renown very near thy heart ? Doſt thou 
not think it a privilege to be any way in- 
ſtrumental in exalting his great name? Les, 
Lord, thou haſt made me willing to glorify 
thee. Thou art my lawful king, and I de- 
lire to honour thee by following thine or- 
ders, fighting thy battles, and relying en- 
tirely upon thy promiſes. I would not 
Ne thy faithfulneſs to them, nor fear 
any enemy againſt whom thou haſt com- 
manded me to fight. I would not doubt. of 
thy ſtrength to carry me through the battle, 
or to give me the promiſed victory. In this 
faith I conduct my war fare, and I would have 
all my ſucceſs. to bring freſh glory to thee. I 
know that the courage, which I have in the 
field of battle, is not from nature, but from 
grace. It ariſes from the belief that I am 
armed with the whole armour of God, and 
179 MEIN e | is, 
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bis, as well as mine —his whom he con- 
quered for me and is now conquering in 
me- and all to his own praiſe. From hence, 


Lord, ariſes my ſure and certain hope of 
victory. I ground it on thy word. I fight 


in faith. 1 truſt to thy complete victory, 
and now am ſharing in it. My daily vic- 


tories are only the fruit and effect of thine. 


O my almighty | Jeſus, give me grace to 


aſcribe all the glory to thee. It is thy due. 


Make me willing to give it thee for the 
victories obtained for me, and in me. 0 


keep me by thine almighty power through 
faith, till I bave fought the good fight and 
won the prize. Grant me this, bleſſed king 
of ſaints, to thine eternal bonour nA glory. 


Amen. c | 
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of nature, not the earth only, but 
alſo the prefent conſtitution of the univerſe, 
f animate and inanimate beings: All 


of 

winch were ereated good at firſt, but through 
che ſin of man, and the juſt ſemence of ate 
are now ſubje&'to vanity.” . 

Fhe world is become 2 peat enemy: to 
fallen man: Becauſe it is always preſenting 
ſomething to his ſenſes, Which is a ry 
tion to fin. It keeps him from God by it 
flatteries, promiſing to make him happy 15 
its enjoyments. It ſets them before him. 
He looks and loves. He gives his heart a 
willing ſacrifice to the world, and ſuffers 
himſelf to be intirely influenced by its hopes 


and fears. 

While man was innocent, every object 
raiſed i in him ſome ſpiritual idea, and there- 

led him to contemplate and adore the 
great Creator in his works: But upon the 
fall he loſt this uſe of natural objects: 
T hey did not, as they ſtruck upon the ſenſes, 


excite correſpondent ideas in the mind: Be- 
cauſe 


Pax ch Gavifies u hs viſible 3 


Mn tf 1 8 . 
cauſe the man was alienated fern the life of | 
 Godtthrough the;ignorance that was in him. 
His under! anding was im darkneſs: He could 
not ſee the things of the ſpirit of God;. 
neither indeed could he know them 17 
want of ſpiritual diſcernment. Being thus 
deprived of the image and likeneſs of God 
in knowledge, having no will but the will 
of the fleſh, and his heart being at enmity 
with God, he ſinks into communion with 
| the creature. His very mind is carnal, His 
affeckions are earthly. His purſuits are af- 
ter temporal things. His enjoyments are in 
the delights of ſenſe. In this Rate. he lives 
2 mere animal le without, God in the 
world. f 105 
Indeed he" bis within him an immortal 
foul; but it is apoſtate. Te is fallen from 
God, and has no more commumion with him 
by nature, than the devil has, The law has 
coͤndemned it to death he ſoul that ſin- 
neth, it mall dic—and 1 it is already ſpiritual- 
Ty dead to God, being as Tidal. <>: quick- 
ening itſelf as a dead corpſe 1s. Therefore 
it cannot attain of itſelf any true knowledge 
of God, or have any rea fellowſhip with 


E-4; £* 


the things of God. While fallen man is in 
this ſtate, his earthly and ſenſual appetites 
take the lead; and all the light in his mind 
and the deſires of his heart Sly diſpoſe him 
to ſeek for their preſent gratification. Out- 
ward 885 offer themſelves to him; they 


make 1 


make an impreſſion upon his ſenſes, and 


act upon them very forcibly, ſo- 
liciting and enticing to the enjoy ment of 
ſome fancied good, and fo Jong as he con- 
tinues an unregenerate man, theſe tempta- 


- 


ſometimes 


* 


tions prevail, and keep him rom God. He 
does not Tee God in outward; objects. ' He 
does not love God for them. He does noi 
enjoy them to the glory of Go 
not in all his thoughts. 
Man has been called a microcoſm.” He is ſc 
wonderfully made, that the, whole creation 
comes under the obſeryation of, Torne of his 
ſenſes,, His eye, þy means of fan Wiſe 
ver the form and ſurface, of alf objedts. The 
ear takes in all ſounds. The noſe; perceives all 
vapours and ſmells, The palate taſtes all forts 
of Huids. All ſorts of ſolids come under the 
* r IRIS SITE 6 
ſen ſe of feeling, which is 1n.every part of the 
body, for the benefit, and preſeryation of the | 
whole. Thus every object in the univerſeis fir- 
ted to act upon ſome of the Tenſes, and was in- 
tended by the Crea tor, to excite ſome ſpi- 
ritual idea. But this uſe was loft by the 
fall. The impreſſion made by qutward ob- 
jects does not raiſe up the mind to God, and 
excite” adoration and piaiſe, but keeps the 
heart from him, and. affords 4 continual 
temptation to live to the world, and to the 
things of it, Whatever is preſented to the 
eye, to the ear, &c, can ſtir up and bring 
forth evil. And actually does, according W 


LE + 
the ſeripture: For © the * world (as fal- 
<* {en from God) lieth in wickedneſs,” and 
is at enmity with him; and therefore be- 
levers are commanded—** Love ye not the 
«world, neither the things that are in the 


« world; if any man love the world, the 


© love of the Father is not in him: og all 


<« that is in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, 


and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of 


< life, is notof the Father, but is of the world. 
Mind, ALL that is in the world is the means 


of feeding ſome luſt: For which reaſon the 
apoſtle calls it—* this preſent evil world 
evil, becauſe of ſin, and becauſe of its temp- 


tations to keep the heart in love with Its 


and to ſhut out the love of tlie Father. + 
Hlow awfully ſolemn are theſe rien 
What ſtrict examipation. O my ſoul, ſhould 
they put thee upon! Search, and try thy- 
ſelf by: them; and ſee, whether thou art 


ſaved from the love of the world. It is a 
| bleſſed part of redemption, and it is one of the 


brighteſt jewels in the Redeemer's crown, 
How. infinitely glorious is this character 


* Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for our fins, that 
he might deliver us from this preſent -evil 
world. This deliverance is worthy of God. 


We had ſinned by loving this preſent. evil 
world, and he came to ſave us from our fins: 


It ruled over our hearts and lives, and kept 


us under its tyranny, and he came to de- 
liver us from the love and from the power 
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of it. Thrice happy. are they, for hoch he 
thus g gave himſelf. O my ſoul, read 4 


. ſtudy the everlaſting: honours -of this grea 


5 109 and fee, whether thou art indeed a 


partaker of them. Jebovah was made fleſh 


for his people, and as their divine ſurety 


came to conquer their enemies, the world 


among the reſt. He was in their nature o 
enter into open wat with it, and to over- 
| come, every temptation,” by which it had 
drawn Adam or any of his deſcendents from 
God. 7 Thus he Was to conquer the world for 


. 4 1 


them, a and then by his Spirit he was to con- 
quer it in them. He began the battle with 
his firſt breath, and every' moment of his 
life he 1 was victorious. The world has its 


| ſnares. for. every age and ſtate,” but he fell 
into none of them. His hands were clean. 
His heart was pure. He never lift up his 


. | ſoul. to vanity. He was in his infancy be holy 

chila Jeſus: And he 'grew'in wiſdom and 
ſtature. When he was twelve years old he 
Was wiſer than his teachers: For he fat in 


the "midſt of the doctors both hearing them, 


and aſking them queſtions: And all that 


i pes” 15 were aſtoniſhed at his under- 
ſtanding and anſwers. His delight was in 


the lav of the Lord, and in his law did 4 


meditate day and night—He ſaw things as 


they are there deſeribed in their true nature. 


The world could not impoſe upon him. 
He lived above its offers of good, And 


feared 
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feared. not the worſt of, its, threatened. evils... 
When he began his miniſtry he, fought 4 
pitcht. battle; and became an eternal con 
queror: The prince of this world was per- 
mitted to try every. oye by, which the luſt 
of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, or the pride 
of life, had ſeduced mankind. They were 
preſented to © 1k in their richeſt dreſs. The 
1 the pleaſure, the honour, and riches 
of the world were ſet before him in all their. 
glory: But t made no, impreſſi lon, They. 
did not darken his nnderfeanging, ne or influ-, 
ence his heart, 101 Pproyoke any aſl 1470 
petite. He rejected every pleaſ 158 0 95 
5 withſtood ever) flattering alluremcnt. Thus 
he conquered the world; but not for him-" £ 
_ His, victory - over all its temptations. 
was for his people, 8. He accounted their ene 
mies his. He fought .their. Hatdles, He coi 
quered, as a king for his. ſubje& 5. And he | 
gives them to ſhare with him in his tri- 
umph, When they believe f in him: for thus : 
he encourages them—* Theſe things h 
AIſpoken unto you, that The me; © migh 
„have peace, in the world ye ſhall” 175 
00 * tribulation ;, but be of good courage, ho. 
HAVE OVERCOME, THE wore,” The 
c 1 is your enemy. It had you in bondage, a 
| * yqu: could not free yourſetves: therefore 
I-came. in your nature, Bod manifeſt 1 in the 
fleſh,; to 105 wet it for Jou, and 1 have ob. 
tained a e oþ When x i have, 
© RD. 12 proclaimed 


Fo } 
proclaimed it to your conſciences, and par- 
doned your 1dolatrous attachment to the 
world—when ix me ye have found peace, 
yet ſtill the world will be your enemy. Be- 
cauſe I have choſen you out of it, therefore 
it will hate you. My peace will occaſion 
and increaſe. your tribulation in it. But fear 
not. Remember! it 1s a-vanquiſhed foe. At- 
rack it in my ſtrength, as partakers of my 
victory. Fight againſt it, and treat it, as un- 
der my feet and made my footſtool. When- 
ever it tempts you, depend abfolutely upon 
my conqueſt, and you will find my grace 
almighty: e the world to you, and 
you. to it. . 

How animating are theſe words! with 
what courage ſhould they inſpire the Chriſ- 
tian ſoldier! although the world be his ene- 
my, yet it cannot conquer him, and rob him 
of his crown. The main battle has been 
fought, the victory is gained, and the con- 
queror is already crowned in the name and 
perſon of all the redeemed. By faith he 
gives them their ſhare in his victorg, as it 
is written Whatſoever is born of God 
overcometh the world, and this is the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.“ Every perſon who is born again 
by the Spirit has a new nature ſpiritual and 
heavenly; and has new ſenſes to exerciſe a- 
bout ſpiritual things. His renewed faculties 


are formed for heavenly things, as his bo- 
| dily 


— 


dily ſenſes are for material. By faith he 


ſees a better world than this, and ſurveys 


its beauties and glories. He has ears to hear 


the joyful ſound of goſpel. grace, and to re- 


4 ceive it. When that name, which is dear 


and precious above every name, is preach- 


ed, it is to him. as ointment poured forth: 
the ſweet. ſmelling ſavor refreſhes his heart 
and: exhilerates his ſpirits. Then he taſtes 
that the Lord is gracious—foretaſtes his hęa- 
venly love, and as truly, lays hold of and 
enjoys its ſpiritual bleſſings,. as he ever did 
of any thing material. He is. created anew: 
in Chriſt Leds, not only that he may know: 


4 theſe things, but may alſo partake of them. 


—as truly now by faith, as he ever will by. 


| ſenſe: And the more he knows and the K 
more he partakes., of them, the. more will 


he be delivered from this preſent evil world: 

For this is the victory that overcometh the 
& world, even our faith.“ By faith we ſee 
the victory of Chriſt; and reſt upon it, and 
the more ſafely we put our truſt and confi- 
dence in it, the more fellowſhip we ſhall 


have with him in its fruits more wiſdom 
to ſee. the vanity of the world, as he ſaw it 


more grace to deliver us from the love of 
it —and more ſtrength to ſubdue its tempta- 
tions, Theſe are {ome of the happy effects 


of his conqueſt, which he left us to enjoy 
here, as pledges of our being one day What 


he now is. He is more than conqueror, fo 


I'3: | 5 ſhall 
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mall we be through him that loveth us. . 
our faith Rercaceg we ſhall ſhare more with 
him, and triumph more over r the imiles and 
the frowns of the world. ; 

Since this is the only way to conquer the | 
world, art thou, O my ſoul, conquering it 
In this way, and haſt thou faith in the vic- 
tory. of Jeſus? Doſt thou depend on him 
for the pardon of thy former love of the 
 yorld, and for the crucifying the love of it 
in thy. heart? Art thou relying upon his 
| Vieren grace ti to make thee a daily con- 
queror over all its temptations ? Examine 
thy watfare, and ſee whether it be carried 
On 8ccording to the ſcripture rule, and with 
the ble ſucceſs. Look at ſome of the 
Lord champions. © Survey the triumphs of 

10 60 mand, remember the Lord's hand is 
16 9045 ened d— “ BY FAITH "Moſes when 


1 { ag 1 come to years refuſed to be called 

; 1 ſon of Patsch daughter, chooſi 

6 of 
"Father fo \Cuffer : affliction with the people o 


15 30d, ' than, to enjoy the leaſures of ſin 
4 | or, 4 ſeaſon, eſteeming” ne reproach of 
4 my SS ' riches'than the treaſures of 


od Eg : for he had reſp & © unto the re- 
4 eie "of the reward.“ How great 
Was this faith! how _ glorious its victories! 
It was a divine grace, and exereifed by a 
divine yerttiba—Hnighty through God. By 
it Moſes faw the reality 97 Feavenly things : 


by it he taſted their ſweetneſs, enjoyed their 
: 1 


HS 0 1 83 1 
bleſſedneſs, and Y a hope full of glory and 


immortality. The world made him its 


higheſt offers, hut he rejected them. His eye 
was kept ſwgle, his heart chaſte towards his 


God. The bonour of Pharaoh's alliance he 


deſpiſed. He preferred affliction with. the 


people of God to the pleaſures of fin.” He 


embraced reproach, when it came on him 
for following Chriſt, and he eſteemed it be- 
yond all the treaſures of Egypt. He ſaw the 
vanity; and emptineſs of earthly enjoy ments, 
and he trampled upon them, having reſpect 


to the recompenſe of reward. Thus he was 


erucified to the world. What an exalted cha- 
rater! There is no ſuch hero in the tecurds 
5. prophane hiſtory, but tha k Goc there 

reat numbers in ſacred, who follo ved 
the ews of his faith, Every ſoldier of Chriſt 


ring is T called to war againſt the world, and | 
every good. ſoldier is a daily conqueror. 


The world is always preſent, and has its 
temptations ready to ſtop him, but he meets 


them ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 


of his, might, truſting to the whole armour 


of God. Then victory is certain. And in 


order that the Lord may. have all the glory, 


he will keep him fighting and praying in. 


this manner 
This world is not my portion, My haps 
| pineſs does not conſiſt in loving and en- 
Joying the things of it, It is an evil world 
* * in wiekedneſs— Satan has his ſeat 
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and throne in it and it is eondemned to fire. 
Thank God, mine eyes are open to ſee a 
better world than this, and J am travelling 
to it. I believe it was the purpoſe, and will 
of the eternal Three to chooſe me to be an 
heir of the world to come. Glory be to 
the Father for his free choice, and for all 
the bleſſings of his love. Glory be to the 
co- equal Son, for his complete and everlaſt - 
ingly perfect ſalvation. Glory be to the eter- 
nal Spirit, to whom I am indebted, for what 
1 believe of the Son's ſalvation, and for what 
J have experienced of the Father's love. On 
thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt, I place my 
dependence for carrying on the work which 
thou haſt begun. I would be, guided by thy 
counſel every ſtep of my walk, and ſtreng- 
thened by thee: for every part of my war- 
fare. Keep me in the right way, and make 
me conqueror over all the enemies wo 
would flap me in it, or turn me out of it; 
_ eſpecially deliver me from this preſent evil 
world. While I am going through it to a 
better, preſerve my heart from the love of 
it. O my God, give me a ſtranger's temper, 
and a pilgrim's frame. Let me live as a ſo- 
journer here below, that the good things 1 
meet with on my journey may not tempt 
me to make this my reſt, and the evil things 
L meet with may not lead me to fret and. 
murmur, as if God was not my father, and 
his heaven my home. O thcu divine 8 4 


— 
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ſhew me daily the glory of my Saviour $ vie- 
tory over the world, that I may ſhare with 
him init; and enable me to go forth con- 
quering and to conquer in his ſtrength, and 
to his praiſe. Help me to look upon the 
world, and to treat it, as he did, that feel- 
ing the emptineſs of its offered happineſs, I 
may with ua ſingle heart cleave to my Fa- 
ther in: Jeſus, and may be ſaved from the 
ſpirit of the world. Keep ms: Waiting for 
my appointed time, ſitting quite looſe and 
free to the things about me And let hea- 
venly and eternal things be always preſent 
to my faith, in their reality and Sleſfedneſs, 
that I may grow more alive to them and more 
dead to every thing elſe, Preſerve: my heart, 
O my gracious God, that it may be imple : 
 with'thee, when Iam in my worldly buſineſs. 
Enable me to caſt all my cares and burdens 
on thees..believing-- thou careft for me.. 0 
daily: crueify the world to me, and me to 
ity that when its offers ſtand in- competition | 
with thy love, I may have grace to reject 
them. In this holy war carry me on gſori- 
fying him who hath called me to beta fe 
. Fang Gar me this for e fy un, 
aud Amen. 75 ee 
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68 Atan i ins — deten - He rebel 
led againſt the. \ { ſovereign will of the 
Dol high in heaven and was caſt out. As 
ſoon 42 man Was formed, he- began to 
tempt him to rebel against God, and he 
ſucceedecd. Ever ſince the fevelation was 
made of the divine purpoſe ty-redeem ſin- 
ners, he has ſet himſelf up againſt it. and 
with impotent rage oppoſed it. ble is always 
trying: to hinder ſinners from coming to the 
Savicur, and when they are eome tochim, 
e kinder them from liring by faith upon 
his fulneſs. On the fide'of ſatan are prin- 
Cipalities and powers, combined armies and 


United legions of apoſtate for mida- 
ble to man for their number —more ſo ſor 
their ſubtlety and cunning they have ſtra- 


2 dagems and wꝛiles, depths. of fail to de- 
ceive Ein which they are ſo ſucceſsful that 
25 they have deceived:the: Whole world. Their 
courage is deſperate. They fear nothing: 
for they were mad enough A take up arms 
da gainſt the Almighty. No wonder then that 


1 they thould be unwearied in their attacks 
| againſt 


3 . 
againſt man. They are always upon 0 


watch — ready as one temptation fails to pre- 
ſent another. Their ſtrength is very great 
E they are called principalities and powers“ 
rulers and princes— yea the god of this 
world: becauſe they work, as they pleaſe, 5 
in the children of Alobeckenee; whom they 
keep ſo faſt bound in the chains of fin, that 
no human arm can break them aſunder, And: 
it is. the only qoy they know—the joy of hell. 
to rivet the chains of fin; upon. thoſe poor. 


_ captives, till they. hind n in Exerlaſti 
1 chains of, ;darknels; :. ui 3G 


Ng. 


oy 


Theſe, O m e are 7 enemies. 


| 2 hey had drawn thee into their. rehellion, 


and they are begins to draw. thee into 


 - their. terments. They have free acceſg to 


thy fallen nature: The 


y: know, how to make 


ſeo the objects. in the werd to work ur- 
b mo. e e eee ent 1 


3 
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\ Bleſs tho bord): 0 my 5 ow oh 


-# om me bleſs his holy name for, under 
taking to ſave thee,fromithoſe enemies. The 


love of the Father gave his Son, to be the W·—- 
man's ſeed—Jehovah-incarnate— far his pect-„ 


ple. In their nature he was to bruiſe the head 


"n his. N $0: ee ka-Bi8 


* 


of the ſerpent: his cunning. his Na anck f 


£705 
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this is bruiſed, he is defeated. The battle 
to be fought was foretold, and the victory 

to be won was promiſed, to Adam; and 
by faith in it, he and all the redeemed. in 
the old teſtament conquered ſatan. In the 
fulneſs of time God was manifeſt in the fleſh:: 
be came to deſtroy the works of the devil, 
Sin is his great work; by it he drew man 
from God, and by it he keeps man from 
God. Immanuel began the deſtruction 
of the works of the devil: by taking hu- 
man nature. , His manhood was perfeclly 
holy—it had not, it could not have, any 
every thing in his holy life, which. the law 
could require. He obeyed all its precepts 
with uninterrupted conformity, and being 
co-equal and co- eternal with the Father, his 
obedience was therefor E divine, abſolutely 
complete, and infinitely ſufficient to juſtify 
for ever. He was tempted indeed, but he 
overcame every. temptation. He; defeated | 
fatan in all his attempts, inſomuch that when 
he was entering upon the laſt ſcene ' of his 
life, he could declare“ The prince of this 
| © World cometh, AND HATH NOTHING IN: 
| * mx.” He did come, and the great pitched - 
battle was fought, which was to decide for 
ever, Whether the ſeed of the woman, or 
the ſerpent, ſhould be crowned conqueror. 
The battle began in the garden of Gethſe- 
mane, and was finiſhed upon mount Cal- - 
wary. Every ſtratagem o f infernal policy 
yh £ e Mas 
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esc tried: every aſſault of. deviliſh m ma- 
lice was exerted againſt the captain of our 
ſalvation: but he conquered them All, as it 
was foretold Thou ſhalt tread. upon the 
lion and adder; the young lion 105 the 
dragon ſhalt' thou trample under thy feet. 
He trod upon the ſerpent's head, pn ſs 
ed it, but at the ſame time the berpent bit 
his heed; The heel i is his loweſt rt, bis 
5 body this fell in the Conflict, but po com- 
p50 his vietor by the loſs of his life, The 
_ apoſtle--ſpeaks of the Groſs, Robe which, ha. 
| bled and died, as the great r Teenie. of his en 
gagement, and on 'which he vanquiſhed and- 
triumphed for Ever over the powers of , hell, 
having ſpoiled Principalities and powers, 
and taken away all their armour Whereig. 
they truſted, he made a ſhew of. them up 
on the Kiels leading them as you Wau 
captives in chats rebels ſtill, but ynabl 
— rob che Lord Chrift of the glory of any 
park of his: : conqueſt Thus through $174: 
bo ore GCN” and bim that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil. O blen ed. 
and almighty: Jeſus, eternal thanks Are "due 
to thee for this moſt * glorious Victory. 9 
tan is no-. Wai foe. He 1s. under, . ; 


thy feet, thou high exalted head 'of the re- 


deemed. Fheu haſt for them, and in their. 
ſtead overcome all his wiles and abauks: "ow 
He may tempt, but he cannot conquer them. Int 
He hag. ho right to accuſe them thou haſt 

made 


FFF 
made an end of fin, He has no power to 
torment them thou haſt brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. He cannot pluck them 
out ot thy hands they are dear to thee, and 
kept as the apple of thine eye. Glory be to 
thee; thou wilt ſoon bring them aut of thereach 
of his temptations, and thou wilt be to them : 
an eternal and infinitely: perfect Saviour, | 
In this faith, O my ſoul, thou art callec 
upon to take up arms againſt the old fer- 
pent. Thou art to fight againſt him under 
the banner of Jasus—a name terrible to 

the devil and his angels. Truſting to the 
victory: of Jeſus for thee, and tothe ſtrength: 
of Jeſus working in thee, 'thon art daily: to 

bring him honour and renown. ':How ſafe; 
how Spleſſed is fuch a warfare! Thou: haſt 
the wiſdom of thy God and Saviour to diſs 
cover to thee the wiles of Satan. Truſt to 
it, O my foul» Leave thyſelf fimply to: his 
direction; and although Satan be e and 
and plans out af un ber, yer hon halt net 
be ignorant of his devices. Thy alt Know]. 
ing Saviour will detect his- pluts, and: turn: 
the counſcbof the Al ;phel into folly. And? 
ik he attack rhee as a roaring lion, yet fear 
him not. Thy Redeemet is firong; He has 
bHruiſed the ſerpent's head; reſiſt him in 
faith, and thou ſhalt bruiſe it alſo. Eean on- 
the arm of thy Jeſus: Depend. on his pro- 
miſed Ads - Follow his orders, and thou 


. malt tread Satan —— * feet daily. 


To 
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But above all remember, that thou canſt 


| at an him by faith — by faith in the 


by victory of Jeſus, built upon thy faith in the 
word of Jeſus: For thus the ſcripture: teſti- 
fies of the conquerors now round the throne, 


4 that they overcame the devil by the blood 


aof the lamb, and by the word of their teſ- 
& Wanne they overcame him by depend- 


ing to what the word ſays of its all · ſufficien- 
9 to ſave; and they. found by experience 
the promiſed victory. To the ſame effect 
the apoſtle Peter ſtirs up believers to a ſo- 
driety in the uſe of all creature comforts, 
and to a continual watchfulneſs againſt their 
enemies, in order that they might daily con- 
quer“ Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your 
& adverſary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
.«. walketh about, ſeeking ee he may de- 
vour: whom 'refiſt: STEDFAST IN THE 


ralrz.“ This brings victory. The believer 


reſiſts the devil, and ſtands againſt him ſted- 


faſtly in the power of Chriſt. This power ĩs 
almighty, and therefore faith relying upon 


it infallibly ſecures victory. The devil may 
throw his —— darts thick and faſt, but the 
ſhield of faith is proof againſt them. It is 


able through God to quenck them; ſo that 


the fire of temptation ſhall not inflame the 
_ foul. © How precious are theſe ſcript 
How encouraging to the Chriſtian ſoldier! 
; TO . him ad ys needful for the 


battle, 


upon the atoning blood, and by truſt- _ 


ö 
Battle, and for victory. Why then ſhouldſt 
thou doubt, O my ſoul, of the promiſed 
bleſſings? Take courage. Fight under the 
banner of Jeſus. : Keep cloſe: to his colours. 


Follow ſtrictly his orders: And he will keep 


Satan under thy feet to day, and thou ſhalt ' 
be more than conqueror over him for ever. 
Conſidering thy war with Satan in this 
light, what is there in it, O my foul, to ſtop 
thee in thy way to heaven? Thou art called 
upon to fight againſt him, but then it is in 
the Lord's ſtrength, and as a partaker of 
his conqueſt. He made all thine enemies 
his. He fought thy battles. His triumph is 
thine. Thou mayeſt therefore ſing of victo- 
ry before every battle. Thou doſt not fight 
to gain the pardon of thy ſins, or to make 
thyſelf righteous; but to oppoſe thine ad- 
verſary, Who would draw thee into fin, and 
if he could, would rob thee of thy righte- 
ouſneſs. He hates thee, becauſe Chriſt loves 


thee. But his hatred is in vain. Thy Saviour 


bas conquered him for thee, and by faith 
will conquer him in thee: For thou art 
kept by his almighty power. Truſting to this, 
go forth ſtrong in the Lord. While thou 
art living in communion with him, thy 
warfare will be ſucceſsful. If thou attend 
to his. word, and follow his orders, he will 
encourage thy heart, and ſtrengthen thy; 
hands. with ſuch promiſes as theſe—- — 
Lhavez 
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L have choſen thee to be a ſoldier; and 1 
fend theę out to fight againſt all the enemies 
of thy peace. But thou doſt not go to this 
warfare at thine own charges, nor carry it on 
doubtful of victory. I have provided every 
thing needful for maintaining. the battle, 
and for bringing thee off conqueror. Thou 
ſhalt find much profit in this holy war. It. 
will be the means of keeping up conſtant. 
fellowſhip with me. Thou wilt ſee thy need 
of coming to me for courage, for.orders; for 
ſtrength; and by faith thou wilt receive ſen- 
ſible experience of my. being, greſent with. 
thee, 1 on thy fide... Only, truſt me, and 
thou ſhalt find me faithful. to my promiſe of 
help and victory. Go forth then to thy daily 
warfare, and boldly. face ſatan. Fear him, 
not in the leaſt: for that would; betray a 
doubt of my: baving him under my. feet, or 
of my putting him under thine. Give not 
place to him ;, no, not 135 a moment; but 
: reliſt him, and continue to reſiſt him, ſted- 
faſt in faith and prayer—truſting to my pro- 
miſe and depending on mine arm. Be ſober, 
be vigilant. Thus oppoſe the devil, and 
thou wilt certainly conquer him. And hav- 
ing conquered, fight an, In the fight look 
to me for victory, having obtained it, ex- 
pect a freſh battle, and look till to me for 
victory: And thus go on conquering and to 
conquer. Thy crown is in my keeping. As 


_ (are 8 I have1 it on my head, it ſhall be on 
tune. 


— 


1 1 
thine. Thou ſhalt foon ſit down with me 
on my "throne a crowned congquorer for ever- 
more. ee 
Glory be to tha: my precious Jeſus, for 
theſe farhful promiſes, - in which thou haſt 
cauſed me to put my truſt. And now, Lord, 
let the thing that thou haſt ſpoken concern- 
ing thy ſervant be eſtabliſhed, and do as 
thou haft ſaid, Fhou haſt put it into my 
heart to defire to be a good ſoldier, and to 
fight thy battles t all the enemies of 
thy crown and dignity. O thou . 4 
captain of my ſalvation, arm me for m 
daily warfare with ſatan. He is too eu 5 
for me; O my God, teach me his devices 
Fe is tay mighty. for me; but'the feed of the 
woman hath: bruiſed his head z yes} almigh- 
E thou haſt deſtroyed the devil and 
works. I believe in thy victory. O let 
me partake of its fruits, and daily bring thee 
1 and renown by my victories. © Make 
me ſtrong in the grace that isin Chrift J eſus, | 
that I may not fear ſatan: Send me out a- 
13 Him armed with thine invineible ar- 
Strengthen me, O my God, that 1 

755 not through the length or ſharpneſs of | 
the battle, but enable me to perſevere, till 
thou diſcharge me from thè war. Fhus in a 
conſtant dependence upon thee' would I fight 
the good fight of faith, keeping ip commu- 
nion LON * in SIT ONS and growing | 
WR rn: Off W 8 
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more acquainted with my wants, and more 
thankful for every ſupply. O my lovin 
Jeſus, increaſe my fellowſhip with thee. 


deſire to war a good warfare, and every thing 
needful for it is from thee. From thy ful- 
' neſs I expect it, and when I receive it, 1 


would uſe it to thy glory. Hear, Lord, and 
anſwer me for thy mercies ſake. Amen, and 


+ + 
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AF ER the believer has made a great 
& Progreſs in his walk, and has been ve- 
Ty ſucceſsful in his warfare,” yet he is not out 
of the reach of any temptation. He is ſtill 
Hable to be ſtopped in the way of duty. His 
enemies may cheat him by ſome ſtratagem, 
or gain ſome advantage over him by open 
force. While he is attending to theſe things, 
as they come before him in his daily experi- 
ence, a thought will often ariſe— -- 
I am afraid my profeſſion will at laſt come 
to nothing, and I ſhall be a caſt-away. feel 
fo much corruption working in my duties, 
and my heart is fo ready to revolt and to turn 
from the Lord in every battle, that F cannot 


\ help being uneaſy about my final ſtate. How. 


can I, it is not in me to, hold out and per- 
ſeyere againſt ſo much oppoſition from with 
in and without? What ſignifies my, reſoluti- 
on to walk forward, or to fight for an un- 
_ certain crown ? I think I gain no ground. 
Mine own carnal will plagues me, and Ilove 
eaſe and quiet, as much as ever. My cor- 
tuptions ſeem as many, and mine enemies as 
5 e mon 


— 
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ſtrong as they were: One day, I fear, I an 
periſh by their hands. My heart faints at 
the thought. My courage fails me. O 
wretched man that I am, where. to whom | 
ſhall T look for ſtrength! to enable me to hold 
out unto the end? g 
Neo believer is abſolutely: es 1 ſuch 
an attack; and there are ſeaſons very favou- 
Table to it. If his mind be in Beige 
through manifold temptations, and be rea- 
ſoning legally upon them. If he be under the 
hidings of the Lord's countenance, or in a 
time of deſertion. If he be fallen into any 
great ſin, perhaps his old beſetting fin; if 
the guilt of it be upon his canſcience, and 
the indignation of God be heavy upon him: 
Then ſuch thoughts find eaſy admittance; 
and if they be indulged, they oreatly diſtreſs 
the believer : for, they directly aſſault his 
faith, and ſtrike at te 'very being of his 
hope. As theſe graces are weakened, he 
moves lowly; and if unbelief prevail, there 
is 4 ſtop put to bis Progreſs in the heavenly | 
road. 
Bleſſed be the Lord God cf Iſrael, who 
has made ample proviſion for victory over 
this temptation. The principles before in- 
ſiſted on are now to be brought into prac- 
tice. Here is a freſh occaſion to try their 
 powerand influence, and to make it appear, 
that in theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances the Fa- 
ther has given his children good ground to 
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rely upon his unchangeable love. He has 
revealed to them the immutability of his 
counſel and of his oath, that when they 
have fled to Jeſus for refuge, they may com- 
fort. their hearts and ſay—I have been a- 
fraid of falling away, but it is without rea- 
ſon: for I have ſtill immutable things to 
truſt in although to my ſenſe, and feeling. 
every thing ſeems to make againſt me, yet 
God has promiſed not to leave me nor for- 
ſake me. O that I may honour his promiſe, 
and without doubting rely e his faithful 
arm to make it good. 
Conſider then, O my ſoul, the ol 
of the doctrine of Chriſt. Review them 
carefully. Thou ſeeſt what influence they 
have upon evety ſtep of thy walk, and how 
mighty they, are through God to carry thee 

through all thy difficulties. O ſtudy then 
He perfect freeneſs and the abſolute ſuffici- 
ey of the ſalvation of Jeſus, Read and 
müde bonds and ſecurities, which a faith- 
ful God has given thee to truſt in, and not 
eto be afraid. The time to honour them 
moſt is to believe them with the leaſt ſenſi- 
ble evidence: for that is the ſtrongeſt faith. 
If thou canſt believe upon his bare word, 
and it is a very good warrant, thy feet ſhall _ 
ſtand firm upon the rock, and thy goings 
ſhall be well ordered: and that thou mayeſt 
believe this in the hardeſt trials God informs 


thee, that thy continuance in grace does not 
depend 
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| hat on thyſell. Thou ſtandeſt by 
faith: and fanh ſnould direct thee to what 
God has undertaken and has promiſed to 

do for thee. He would have thee to place 
the confidence of thy heart upon his tried 
word, which is a. never failing foundation, 
and if thou waſt to build all thy hopes of 
perſevering upon it, it would ſtill thy re 
and comfort thy heart. Thou wouldſt then 
ſee that God N left thee to thyſelf to 
ſtand or fall, hut has engaged never to leave 
thee nor forſake thee. He has declared, he 
will not turn away from thee to do thee 
good, and he will put his fear into thy heart, 
and thou ſhalt not turn away from him. View 
thy caſe in this comfortable light, and while 
thou art conſidering the ſafety of thy perſe- 
vering, as revealed in ſcripture for the 
ground of thy faith, may every promiſe lead 
thee to truſt more in God, and to truſt leſs to 
thyſelf, and then the ſnare which was laid 
for thee will be Waben. wanne ai Wer 
livered. 3 
But take 3 7 carrying ae n AS 
to ſeripture, and of forcing it to ſpeak for 
them. Beware of that common miſtake: 
and beware of human ſyſtems. Pay no re- 
gard to men or names. Simply attend to the 
promiſes of God concerning thy perſevering. 
Thy preſent trial has convinced thee, that 
thou canſt not depend on thine own faithful- 
neſs: .this erefare is me time to learn prac- 
8 _ ically 


Which is not only the unchangeable will- of 
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dealſy he faithfulneſs of God; and to im- 


ove thy faith in it from ſuch Fen ar- 


Buments, as theſe,” 
Firſt; the Fetüre er thet divine covenant; 


the eternal Three, but is alſo their agree- 


ment confirmed by'oath Mya: me heirs 


of promiſe. 


be Fetter loved Adem a5 his children, 

5 freely, with an everlaſting love: he choſe 
them, and gave them to his ſon: he engag- 
ed to keep them by his e throughfaith 
unto ſatvation.  _ = 

The Son accepted them, and rote all 5 

95 their names in his book (not one of them 

therefore can be loſt) he undertook to be 
made man, and to hve, and die for them; 


toriſe from the dead, to aſcend,” and to in- 


tercede for them: and he ſitteth asking me- 


diator upon the throne, tl N one of 


them be brought to glory. 5 
The holy Spirit covengntce: to carry into 


execution the wenn of the Father's love, 


apy to apply the bleſſings of the ſon's falyati- 

He undertook to quicken the heirs of 
pee, to call them effeually, to guide, 
to ſtrengthen, to ſanctify, and to comfort 
them; yea he is not to leave them, till the 


number of the elect be perfected. There. 


fore HE ABIDES wW-ITH THEM POR EVER. 


In this Covenant the eternal Three — | 


| undertaken for * heir of OY 5 
9 N 
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ll ar- him, and all in him for the means, 8 


d for the end - ſo that not one of them can 


- periſh : for faithfulneſs to the covenant is one 
of the higheſt honours of the Godhead. 


40 am Jehovah your Alehim which KE EE TR 
„ covenant, I will van BE MINDPUL of 


pd the covenant—My covenant wWIEL I not” 


& BREAK, nor alter, the thing that is gone 


* aut of my, mouth.“ What ſtrong confola- 


tion is there in theſe. words! Study them, O 
my ſoul, that by them thy faith may he eſta- 


blimed, and they may do thee g00d, like a 
medicine, 


Thou art afraid of llog away.; "bar the 


bl leſſed Trinity have undertaken to hold thee 
up, and their covenant engagements are to 


be the ground of thy believing, that they 


will fulfil What they have promiſed. Ob- 
ſerve and adore the goodneſs of God; ſee, 


how he meets thy doubts and anſwers thine : 
objeftions—* An oath for confirmation is 


among men an end of all ſtrife + wherein 
6c God willing more abundantly to ſhew. to 


00 the heirs o promiſe the immurabiljty of 


« his counſel confirmed it by, an-oath : that 


KY ſtrong conſolation ; who have fled for 
- BY refuge” tO Jeſus. .. a! Thy faith ſhould run 


Parallel with his promiſe, and ſhould fafely - 


* by two immutable things, in. which it was 
< impoſlible for God to lie, we might have 


—— 


truſt as far as it warrants thee; now it gives 1 


thee ſufficient reaſon to eonclade, that thy 


— — mo oo —— — ac 
= N 5 1 


Vor. W ſtate 
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ſtate befote God: is immutable, aud that he 


has determined thou 2 not fall away aud 
periſh : For obſerve © NSD STC. 3-6 


Secondly, ' His defi ig the coyeriat. 


He knew thy frame, thine infirmities, and 
thy temptations, a 750 therefore he- provided 
the covenant, wo, promiſed the bleſſin 8 
ol it upon bath, fo thy" ale td end 4 

ſtrife in thy con —anU t6 Bie. ther 
ſtrong conſolation. Ae his mind and 
will. He reveale@'t fot theè, 10 ſettle thy 
Heart in beheving,” And to anmiſter to thee 
great comfort, Weigh attegtiwely each of 
theſe particulars, and then hit mote 
could have beep done tofatisfy thee” of thine 


immutable perſevering. me THe IT ne 


9 5 


But thou thinkeſt, . Such trials as thing 


are uncommon, and perhaps not provid- 
0 ed for in tlie cbvenant, and therefore it 
„ can be no diſparagement toi the divine 
_ * faithfulneſs if thou ſhöuldſt fall aw-ã 2 
5 How can {is be ſincẽ the everlaſting cove- 
nant is okÞi 115 IN ALL THIN Gs, and on 
the part öf God is abſolutely s KE nothing 


that concerns thee is left out of it not a ſin- 
gle hair of thy thead—thy trials are all ap- 
pointed and ordered, and the end allo which 


they ate to anſwer.” 


Perhaps from the "di whine of the 
divine record thou art convinced of the co- 
venant of God to ſave the heirs of pfomiſe, 


and of his engaging to keep them. that they 


ſhall | 


. Re 3, 
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ſhall, never. periſh, but thou art afraid thou | 


art not in the covenant, nor an heir of p pro- 
miſe. From whence ariſe thy fears? 'Fr rom 
ſcripture? No. All ſcripture is on thy fide. Hat 
not fled, as a poor ſinner, to Jeſus for re- 
fuge 2 Haſt. thou not acknowledged his di- 
vine nature, and his een work ? 
And though thou art now tempted to doubr, 
yet ſomq faith is ſtill fighting againſt aab2- 


lies? Theſe are covenant bleſſings. O look - 


up then to Jelus—why not Tay Jeſas ? But 


however look to him—keep looking on 


and he will give thee reaſon to be aſhamed 
of thy doubts and feats. 


But the Lord hides himſelf from me, 1 
therefore I fear [am not in_his favour. This 
objection i is anſwered in the charter of grace 


I WILL Nor TURN. AWAY FROM DOING 


THER .G90D. |, He has hid his face, and thou 
art troubled : this trouble is for good. It 


_ ſhould put thee upom enquiring into the rea- 


ſon of God's hiding himſelf. It ſhould hum- 


ble thee, Fon ſhould exerciſe thy faith upon 


ſuch a ſeripture as this For the i iniquity 


4% of his covetouſneſs Was J wroth and (mote 
& him, I hid me, and was wroth, and he 


event on frowardly in the way of his heart: 
+ J have ſeen his ways and will heal him, $ 


% I will lead him alſo and will reſtore com- 
« forts to him and to his maurners.“ Al- 


though HE. Tug himſelf, yet he had love to 


K 2 TB his 
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but has alſo quite forſaken thee; He may, 
as to thy ſenſe and feeling, but not as to his 
own purpoſe, which changeth not. Hear 
how he ſpeaks to thee, and fi lences thy 

doubts—* For a ſmall moment have I 2 
faken thee, but with great mercies will 
gather thee: in a litiſe wrath I hid my 
& face from thee for a moment, 'but with E- 
3 verlaſting kindneſs will L have mercy on 
59: thee, faith the Lard thy Redeemer.” How 
gracious is thy God! What infinite mercy 
3s it, that he ſhould give thee ſuch promiſes, 
1o ſuited to the trials of thy faith, to preſerve = 
thee under them, and to bring thee out of 

them! Read carefully, over 4 Over again, 
th-ſe promiſes: and may every, reading ot 
them diſperſe the cloud of unbelicf, | until 
hy ſoul be enlivencd with the light of the 
Lord! s loving countenance. | 
hut perhaps thou art in a worſe caſe, as to 

- thine e own apprehenſion :  ** Thou thinkeſt 
God is incented againſt me, and juſtly—he 
has caſt me off, and I can expect no more 
favour at his bands: once indeed I thought 5 
he loved me, but 1 have fallen into a great 
ſin—an old, beſetting fin—my conſcience 
accuſes me of committing it againſt light and 


convittion—it is a foul "Rack Ipot, Tuch as 
% is 


5 . 
is not to be found upon the children of 


> vs 2 


135 6 * a . 4 $3588. 8 4 8 g 
rg humbled for it, but by retarning to 


love, free grace will have its dug honour, . 


and thou wilt ſee what the, ſcripture ſays of 


thy caſe in its divine truth and majeſty. 
Thou wilt feel thyſelf exaftly what the ward: 
of God ſays of thee—a fallen ſinful creature 

—in thee (that is in thy fleſh) dvelſeth ao 
good thing—lb, that there is not any ſin, 
but thou art capable of falling into it through 
the ſtrength of temptation. So long as thou 
art in the body, the fleſh luſteth againſt the 


ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh}; in this 


conflict thou mayeſf fall, but the covenant 

ſecures thee. from periſhing. Abraham the 
fieber of the faithful fell the friend of God 
fell into the ſame ſin again and again. Moſes 


Fell: did David. Peter forewarned fell: 
did all the apoſtles. Yet they were beliey- | 


ch and they did recover themſelves out of 


* 


e ſndre of the devil: For whatever ſin 


thou art fallen into” may be pardoned, as 
Heir The blood of jeſus Chtiſt 


theirs Was. 
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« Fa from all Gn” hben is in it an 
infinite virtue to waſh away ever 7. ſpot and 


YE - 


ſtain—it is a public fountain—it ſtands open 
for daily uſe, that believers may waſh and 
be clean—it is always, at every given mo- 
ment effectual— it c ANSETH, in the pre- 
ſent tenſe, nou— to- day, While, it is called 
to- day: For there is nothing new to be ſuf- 
mg on the part of Chriſt, in order to take 
way ſin. He put it away by the. ſacrifice 
of himſelf: The Father accepted it; and 
thus proclaims the free forgiveneſs of all the 
treſp paſſes, for which the atonement was made 
— 10 be merciſul to their untighieouſ· 
4. nefs, and their hus and their iniguities 
„will I remember; no more. Mhy doſt thou 
reject. the comfort of his ptomiſe f 1x;js ſuit» 
ed tothy'pieſent-diſtreſs; and is the remedy: 
far it. "Thou art fallen into. unrightieguſnefs 
— God ſays, : 1 will be mereiful to it. Thou 
art fallen into fins:and- iniquities, he ys, 
1 will remember hem no mere. „Thou 
mayeſt remember thy fall, but Jet it be infor 
' der ic riſe from it. by th: e h 
' thee'thy:need of the blood of the lamb. 
ſhould bring thee te ſprinkle it-afreſh - Fog ; 
thy conſcience, and to live ſafe and happy 
_vyder the proteclion of it, Thus apply it 
to thy fall and thow wilt repent aright-; thou 
wilt be truly humbled and made more 


watchful. Thou wilr dive more by faith 09 
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thy covenant God, wilt glorify. more.thein- 
fibitely perfect ſalvation of Jeſus, and wilt 
| bore depentlent npon the race and 1 
ing of the eternal Spirit. 

Conſider then, O my foul, the rich, a : 
bounding, ſuper-abounding grace of thy 
Gad in making ſueh a proviſion for. raiſing 
_ thee up, When fallen into ſin. He intended 
tlie promiſes in the covenant ſhould be the- 
meahs of rhy recovery, as they give thee 
good ground till to truſt im a covenant God, 
atid in his immutable counſet and oath. 0 
lie not then in guilt; Reſt not in unbelief. 
Give not place to the devil: The Lord has 
put words into thy mouth, may he help thee 
m the faith of thy heart to take them up, 


at ſay—* Rejoice” notagainſt me, O mine 


enemy, Whew J fall, I ſhalt ariſe; when I 
«fit in darkneſs; the Lord hall be a light 
& unto me: I will bear the indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe: I have finned againſt 
him, until he plead my cauſe, and exe- 
&© cute judgment for me, he will: bring me 
forth to the light, arid ſhall. behold his 
% righteouſneſs.” If the Lord open to thee 
che rich treaſury of grace in this ſcripture, 
and enable thee to depend on the ample ſe- 

curity here given för raiſmg thee from thy 
fall, then conſider in the © 

Third place, the expreſs ne dd 


in the covenant, that the ns ſhall not 


Hs 
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' . periſh, but ſhall have everlaſting life. Theſe, 
| Promiſes are not conditional, made to. the 
believer upon certain terms, as if upon do- 
ing his part, God would do his alſo: fqᷣr he, 

does not ſtand by his own will, or ſtrength, 

or faithfulneſs—he does not hold out to the 
end by his own diligence and watchfulneſs in 
means or receive the crown. of glory as the 
merited reward of any works of righteous. 
neſs dane by him. The promiſes are all of 
free grace, not dependent on man's will, 
but on God's; not yea and nay, but of abe 
ſolutely certain fulfilment. They were all 
made in the covenant to Chriſt the head, 
are already made good to Chriſt, as the 
head, for the uſe. of his members For 
Ax the promiſes of Ged are in him, yea, 

and in him Amen.“ Ne has given for the, 
_ eovenant of his people, and as ſuch, he un- 

dertook to do all their works for them, and 
in them, and therefore all the promiſed,” 
bl-ffipgs of the covenant are laid up in his 
fulneſs in him they are yea — and laid 
up, as the head has the fulneſs of the ſenſes 
for the uſe of his members in him they 
« are Amen,” He communicates the pro- 
miſed bleſſings freely, nat conditionally ; by 
believing, and not for warking : © There- 
fore (fays the apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriſt's 
* righteouſneſs) it is of faith,. that it might. 
„ be by grace, to the end the promiſe might 

be fure of all the ſeed.” e 
5 n 
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In this ſovereign 1 manner and ſiyle runs the 
eovenant, and every promiſe in it—T wiLL 


vl THETR Go, of mine own mere motion 
and grace, and according to the good plea: : 


fare of mine own will—AxD THEY SHALL 
BE My PEOPLE—M) will mall make them- 


willing in the day of my power: for I will 


work in them both 10 will and to do: yea, 7: 
will be a Father unto them, and 7% ſhall be 
| my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord al-- 
mighty The word FarHER relates to his 
EL hildren, and expreſſes the unchangeable 

58 of his heart towards them: it is a dear 

covenant name, and denotes the inſeparable 

connection between him and is children: 
whenever they ear it, it ſhould always ex- 
cite in them an idea of his/everlafting effecs - 


tion. He loves his family as a. Father, and - 
| Joves every. one of them. with the almighty 
love, He cannot change. He cannot ceale 
to be à Father, and they cannot ceaſe to he 
his childsen. 2 name is a ſecurity to them 
that the cannot periſh :-for if one of them 
could, the 
nantPurpoſe to bring many ſons unto glory 
would be defeated—his relation to them 28. 
their Father would be br ohen he would be 
& Father without en be would deny. 
che the promiſed bleflings—he would for- 
get to be gracious to them — bis will concern- 
ing them would change or would be over-- 
ruled YR ſome eee will and hi great. 
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plan in gl venant oul ito 

Hut theſe 125 pan N 92 71 7 55 


k 0 

we Father of his child 55 and yrs ig ;© 1 
gaged, by promiſe and, FLY to love, : 
_ bleſs, and t keep hem for. We 0 9 0 F 

perfe d love 5 ae Rel 19... 5 

undertook to b N 23 

Was made S0 . > Fol 10 
1g! 


and die ſor them. He Was d 
them (ſor he has all ther, names writ 
his book) and with the” work, hat 15 Tis 
ſtraitened till. i it 920 700 DOE * 25 feſſings 8 
on him. for ever, it. is fin} hea” uy | 50 al 
Saviour 1s upon the th Monet '-Aalr3 | 
his dear memes JE, ou Age, 9 155 
which is above every  name,, the. EP 
| his, ſalvation would fade 47) üpon bis head, 
anq the glories of his c fßces wauld come to 


[+  nothings if one whiz Jeſus, Ted, gn an 90 8 


to eee per hf. Bytat i 8.9 at pe 117 
Whom he Joves, he loves unjo t he eng, 
1 give unto them, ſays he, he, cterva ifs, Bag 

7 they ſhall never periſſl, neit er "ſhall any | 
e pluck them out; of my hand.” ' "They are 
his ee f it was oyeranted, this he | 
ſhould ſee his ſeed. ben are the travel of 
his ſoul— and he ſhall ſee of the travel of his 
ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied. , How can he be 
 fatisfied, if any one of them ſhould be loſt? 
He prayed— Holy Father, keep through 
„ thine own name, thoſe whom thou haſt 


17 Siven me, that they may be one, as we 
e 
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Mats are one. And the Father always heard: 
him. He prayed, that they might. be with 
him, where he is, to ſee his Wr and tlie 
| holy 5 5 coyenanted to bring them to n= 
he yadertook as his name Spirit | imports, to 
breathe he into them, to call, to cotivert- 
em, to keep them, andto give them eve- 
g needful for their ſpirituab life. How 
can they fail of coming to olory, being thus 
kept for! it by the power of God ? The holy 
8 irit would Toſe bis) name Spirit ot breath er 
lle, and bis, 9 Which i: 8 td abide with, 
as to. Apel 'k Fever in "the eleck people of 

859 fag an y one of them ſtiould die from 
God, and'perifh.: * Thus there is full” ſecu-- 
rity given 105 the names and offices of the 
| Trinity, that believers, ſhall be kept from 
falling away. Father cannot be with- 
out his children,” ie glory of Jeſus would 

fade away, ry if one oft A emned was pluck- 
e Se is hand. The divine honours: of 
the 6105 % life would 50 eclipfed, if he Was 
to forſake bis charge, and fufter any of the 
redeemed to fall into hell. But theſe things 
| eannatl e, The will of the F ather, Son and 
Spixit, is ie ſame Concerning the fal vation 
of the. elect, hich is 4s s ſecure as covenatit- 
bonds and oaths can'make it. 

Art thou then, O my ſoul, eſtabliſhed in 
this great truth? Doft: thou yield. to the 
er of the evidence whi ch. the bleſſed 

: Trinity 
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Telnity have vouchfafed to give thee? Me⸗ 
ditate carefully upon jt for the growth of thy 
faith. Seareh the feriptures; and ohſerve how 
clearly God dechares his fixt purpoſe to keep 
his people, and to hold them up” unto che 
end. Fhe great preacher of tl © gol in 
the Old Teſtament church ſpeake us of 
rhe unchangeahle wilt of a contnantiGod— 
The mountains ſhall departz and the hills 
ie be removed, but my indefs Thall not 
ee depart from thee, neither ſhail the cove- 
% nant of my pace be removed, ſaitli the 
4 Lord that hath merey omthee A great 
preacher in the New Teſtament church Has 
confirmed the ſame precious truth. He is 
treating of the golden cham off ſal vation, and 
mewing how inſeparable every link of ir is, 
and in this proſpect he triumphs.— WhO 
e ſhall lay any thing to thechäarge of God's 
dee elect? It is God that ſuſtiſieth, 13 oh is he 
hat condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 
yea rather that is riſen ag 
C at the right hand of God, 
eth interceſſion for us. Who mall fe a- 
„ rate us from the love of Chriſt? Shall 
. tribulation, or diſtreſs; or perſecution, or 
* famine, or nakedneſs, or ſword? Nay, 
jn all theſe things we are more than con- 
* querors through him that loveth us.“ By 
the mouth of theſe two infallible witneſſes. 
the truth is eſtabliſhed—they depoſe, that 


the covenant 1 is mntable, and that nothing 
can 


goin, who i is even Ip 


| 'F is ] _ 
| eparate Millers from the love, where- 
with God ſoves them in his Son. O moſt 
eomfortable doctrine! How encouraging is 
itein any undertaking t ſet about it with 
- certain of ſueceſs. How .anmating in 


Hur Chriſtian walk, how reviving in the 


dark and difficult paths of it, to have God's 
prothiſe, chat he will keep us, and bling 
us to an happy end How pleaſing is it t0 
S on by faith in our warfare, caſting: all 
Our care 
Aelightful zs it to truſt his ꝓromiſe, and dai- 
Ay tor find it made good Ve are kept by 
the power ef God through faith unto eter- 


nal fal vation.“ Here, O my ſoul, thou 


unt to ſeek for ſtrong conſolation. amidſt the 
trials and difficulties of thy: walk. Thou art 
afraid of falling 
thee up. Thou haſt been 3 to think, 
thow-houldR fall quite away, and come to 
7 nothipg-—but God ſays, thou art PRES AV. 

zb in Chriſt Jeſus His covenant and bath 
are made to confirm the faith of thy perſe- 
vering. Thou ſtandeth by 
faith ſhould lead thee to reſt ſafely on what 
God ſays about thy: ſtanding: And for thy 
Faith itſelf, its continuing, its encteaſing, 


thou haſt his infallible faichfulneſs to depend 


upon. Thou art weak but he keeps thee 
by his: power. Thine enemies are ftrong— 
* none of them 9 W 1 0 Je 


him, who careth for us! How 


God has engaged to hold 


faith, — thy 


1 
"mY 


N [; 214 3: 
hand. A Thou art willing to joi in PRIN and 

taſdepart from the ving G34 bur he has 

IH to put is fear into thy heart, and 


ſhalt not depart from him. He meets 
ny and anſwers all thine ob. 


ans ina a 155 laid, Lung LL 


ether high Vane 
| aſe to. __ oy 7 


Ml, 1 The | 2 875 preſerve 
thy going Sv. angrtley coming in from this 
time forth, and, even for unge ö How | 
then canſt qhog miſcarry, ſaſe,uoder.;his-gui- = 
dange and keeping?) Commit. th 1 ways unto 
the Lord. Do it ſimply. 5 an faith 
to: his;promile,, ir pms)" , arm. 
Thus going an-. thou may ſt 525 at every 
228 the Lord thy God. He has left thee 
4 ſweet hymn upon the. ſabj ect; with which 
the weary. travellers to 2500 bave often re- 
freſbed their ſpirits. Take it up; and ſing 
it after them. Study it} Mix faith with it: 
And with perfect reliance on what God, wo 
eunnot lie, has promiſed in it to de for thee, 
ſing and make N with. ix in th y heazt 
unte the Lord— a; | 1 
n. 


5 "Ht 


"if a5 Jl | 
«a6 16 that day ng, 5e unto her] A ite 
a ard 105 . T the Lord do keep it 
OF pitt Water it every moment: Lest an 
My hart It; Ma it night and day! Fury 
41g #6tIn'th E: Who Would" ſet the briefs 
</31d"th6rhs again trie in kattle? 1 would 
9 thro” 5 burt them t ge! 
10 e e of my ſtrength, 
— 1 


Ré "peace with me, then 
Hesſnall <2 eee with me. He hell 
Re them cott Gf Jacob to tales 


wt; ae N biefſbm End bid? aid 
ab ch fill che face of tie world With? luft. 
Omy gobd God and faithful keeper; Plas 
 belibve theſe, precibus promiſes 9 Help mige 
anbelief. Fofgſve my diſtruſtig thy faith 
fulgefs; and enable me) ſtedfaſthy to rely ups 
don't for the Future, What retmn can't 
make unto thee” fot grifiing® ine into thb 
ite ume! O. Talg n Ve firpaſſethy 
Knowledge. I Was fit för holfing wur che 
fie, add thou Haſt Brought me org he 


8 vide yard of red Wine, and hiſt enabled me 


t kran in that blood of the lamb; which 
cheereth God and man. On this my ſoul 
| lives, and is refreſned. And being through 
grace in him, and living or hirn, I'bleſs thee, 
holy Father, for thy : faithful Promiſe! "rs 
be me unto the end. f am ſtill an eafy 
to all thoſe who ſeek the hurt of my 
; but thou haſt given me thy E 


975 thy 


*W thee always and 


2 


. 2 KF 
| chat Jeſt any hurt me, thou wilt keep mo 
night and day... I confels, wh. boy » 
ta t Fhaye oper thee by doydting' of 
thy love 3 by queſtion ing ii unchangea-; 
bleneß, hut gow J believe; that 551 is hot 
in thee e Hatte in the x true vine. 
There is love, god Agtþ ing but love | in alk 
gs 8 rift, and with þys. For. 


Do «or L 


Fr my guilty and een ol thy, 


ſak ing me, arifing from my weaknels and 
from the ſtrength i enemi 8 - oy now. - 
| ſee that thou tanſt as cafi ad c wo e them, 
as fire can  briers and ore 1 
my faith in thy 17 5 1 Arcagd, + Wat d 
_ lay hold of 5 Peace, ane 
faſt hold of it M intaining. m=—_ 11105 
all means... RO 


this, my good 80 = K my. faith may wor 
ke deeper rout in 


more hy love. Let me, ta 
eſus, and grow up. N into him, blol⸗ 

d loming and | budding and. f oyriſhing in his 
| rd, 1 depend upon 12385 by ep we 
a brenehiin. Maß and wa a fruitful 
heanch, — tarth only the, fruits | 
of rf which are by Chu ſus 
2 the glory and 1 125 1 beſieve 
1 ene thige— 00% E 
wilt carry: it e day of the 
Lord Jeſus erin bk. 1175 19 5 
and work. In dependence upon thy 43 
We 3 Let Wee * | 
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BY FE eu. bis cn, ond ns into 
717 5 r 9 & oh... ; 
1 HE . js now happily ly arrived 
1 at the. verge "a ah and. 
1 75 have: fold him al all 8. s, and 
775 geir glory by f. or babs im at 
Ki x x th them. It is appointed unto alk 
men once to die, and his fixt time is at 
hand. The body is returning to duſt, and 
the ſpirit muſt. appear before the. throne of 
God. In Ms trying hour ke truſts to the 
Principles, w 15 had carried, him Fro gh. 
Ale, and h 125 75 them; vl perfect ect perl 2 8 


| Fab Jo. rom the 1 
704 J. ons i reconciled God: 
Keeps peace in his conſei- 


_ ence, and love in his beart. He depends 
LEY Se ener Immanuel, and is. 
| e Wraps himſelf up in the robe off 
2 Lee 8 4 3 and is happy. e 
ows he ſh found in Jeſus, when he 
— 0 5 Wy and therefore ag looks 
upon death as his friend, and meets it with 
full of glory and immortality. 


4 


„ 


jay This,is the. priyilege of helievers in Jeſus. 
N die in peace. Their prinęiples are 
5 — 4 thro ugh God to  fupport and comfort 


them 


„ 
them i in the- Gout of (death. Reader, are 
eſe principles thine ? Examine carefully. 
Come to a point in this matter*' for it is Of 
infinite and/eternal moment. What is thy 
ſtate? Art thou prepared to die? Perhaps 
thou art openly profane. And wflat wilt 
how do upon thy death-bed, When the dia 
Ve law accules thee, juſtice: condemngthde,” 
ald che terrors of hell take fold of thee? The» 
ſtings of goile' at ſuch a time win de worſe 
in the conſcience, | than all the tortures that 
thy fick body can poſſibly: feel. But if thy 
| cence be 'aſkep—O" xhat æ dreadfut 
death. F if thou go out of the world with 
thine eyes ſhut; and open them notaill chou 
find the flames ef hell about the. 
"Perhaps: thou art not afraid; becauſe thou 
Y haft a decent outſide :"O take care of truſt· 
ing ih thyſelf, Teſt thou ſhouldit have thy 
Wonen with the openly prophane. If thou 
| a bose What thou art, of Haſt, ee of 
17 before God, if thou depe on | 
it 


= Fries or ri ighteoulneſs, 10) i Kant 2 


the work of Chriſt, and ſecs death: in: this: 
| en dreadfal Will de thy mif- 
take! How inevitable thy ruin! Such falſe 
hopes are thus deſeribec “ Behold all ye 
that kindle a fire and compaſs yourſelves 


Ci about with" fparks, walk in the light of 


* your fire, and in the ſparks that ye have 


«tt * Findled” But mind the oa, 7 
e 


2 


N men- ſeut to know what became of - 


| 15 280; 1 EOS ae 
the; Lord“ This ſhall ye. hays. of. mine 
hand. ye ſhall lie don in ſorrow. And 
together with them will the open enemy of 
Got] and his Chrift lie down: - A denier of 
revelation is brought to the bed of langniſn - 
ing D lingering diſtemper, is carrying; 
hith off—the : phyſician has given Hir over, 
Tbis disease is mattal 908; 2 18 n a, 


death and jtkdgracit; He — {ox me © jan, 
friends, and-theyitalk freely Kb 1 5 bis; 
eternal ſtate, but he will hear nothing of his 
guilt, or of his want of a Sauiour. They. 
get a miniſter of Chriſt to 7 him, and. 
he ſpeaks to him of fin, which: ite 2 
greſſion of the et 3 anc, of, fs Ju uſtice 
of Go Which is 5 8 Y 


their due and 


el — arr 
— e 


e e 

ſets ar nought he e a od ble ; 

with a hardened and; impenizent. heart r re-- 

Fps Be it ag ix will with me in eternity, Ill 
have nothing to do with your r Chriſt. - So be 

died. We need not follow him tot he Judge 


*Fhe' infallible record ow declared wh yi 
* * the unbelte ring. heir 


; y 
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1am 1 - 
miſery is as certain as the truih of God. 0 
| — examine thyſelf: for he that beliey- 
eth not is condemned already : becauſe lle 
hath not believed in the name of dhe ah 
begotten Son of Gd. 
Perhaps thou art in name a Chriſtian, but 
what thinkeſt thou of Chriſt ? The; gtand 
bhereſy of this day is about his perſon, and 
if f holds fallen into it; there is no hope; in 
thy death, Is he Jehovah, 2. O leave not ins 
matter undetermined. The truth of his 
word and the glory of bis work depend en- 
tirely upon this one point; ſo does thy peace 
1 SH domfort: For if thou believe him toi he 
any tlipg but the ſelf-exiſtent God, thou 
ſhaft die in thy fins. Flis fufferings cannot 
| 0b for thy pardon, nor bis.obedience for 
righteouſneſs; unleſs. he be Jehovah. 
Wabobt faith in him, as the ſelf-exiſtent 
Saviour, death will find. 5 under guilt, 
and j udginent will leave thee among the e- 
nemies of Sod and his Chriſt. 
Whatever evil-there-is in death to a, 
whatever pain to hurt; 4he bleſſed Jeſus: hy 
the grace of God taſted it ;for al] his. Thie 
grace of the Father gave him to be the ſute- 
ty for his people unto death. He died for 
_ - them, and as truly taſted death, as ever 
the "niceſt palate taſted, meat on, drin. 
But it was a ke taſte of ſhort duration 
it was no poſe, that he mould be "I 
: * 


3 


＋ 


l a Þ 

long under the bands of desth., He roſe a- 
gain on the third day: And becauſe he lives, 
believers in him ſball live alſo: They are 
partakers of his victory qver death, and ſhnare 
in all its bleſſings. The ſentence, of, the 
bioken law is e They go not die . 
to bear the puniſhment of fin; Chriſt:ſuſtain 
ed, that. The pains and agonies-of death fell 
pon him“ The. ſorrows of death, ſays he, 
41 **.compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got hald 
upon me.“ He was aguſt man, who had 
_no en. to fear death, 1 3 being found in 
the place of his people with their fins. upon 
him, he was to bear, every thing that was 
dreadful in death. Hence his agonies aticthe 
| | apt it“ My heart, ſays he, is fore 
a pained within me, and the terrorg of death 
4 are fallen vpon me:; Fearfulneſe and 
« trembling are come upos me. and horror 
£hajh- over whelmed me. He endured 
9 inconceivable horrors e lee 


lhein life-time ſubject io bondage. But the 
bondage is at an end, When they beliexse: in 
his victory. Their fears are diſpelled, when 
- they Ke: the glory of the beanie which; he 


fought, and won How by dying he tock a- 


| way kn, ftisfiedyuſtice, ,removed-the curſe, 
TI DN - ue red death, broke 1 its ſeeptre, took Out | 
its (ting, and left nothing in it but what is 
nee en. Can theſe We . 
2 they 


Who through fear of, death had been, al! 


L. ap J 


they can meet death with confidence : For 
they cannot taſte that in death, which Chriſt 
taſted. e felt it, that they might not feel 
ite He died in agonies, that they might die 
in peace. O my moſt loving and precious 
Jeſus, I believe this, let not any unbelief in 
me diſhonout; thy complete "conqueſt over 
all that is fearful or pamfub in- dying. My 
tines are n thy hand: When thou art; ptea 
_ ed to bring them to an ed, let me find death 
ſwallowed up in victory > Oithar may then 
triutaph/with-thy redeemed— What can 
eparate us from the love of Chrit—tal 


fe 
the ſting af daath; o the fear of death, ot 
ere hell? Na, thanks be to God 


Atheſer were all eonquered, when. Jeſus 
died ſubdued for ever, when he roſe again. 
And he has left us many precious” Promiſes; 
| railing) zu bim2ſha}}-ſhare'in'this. 
victoby andi find the 1 of it in tis: 
mn 05 4s I 15 eh * Sh a Ap | 2019 


wp not . 4 4% hb ill makes 
it good., Live now in the comfort of his 
| promiſes, and fear not. The almig hty Je- 
us! will be with: thee; nchen Gale: con- 
uer with him in the hour of death. O 
ſerve his word, which cannot be broken 
« vill ranſom them from the ꝓower of the 
“grave, I will TT themi from death: 
” O death, 


>? 


5 

1 O. death, I will be thy plagues, O grave, I 
* will be thy deſtruction; repentance ſhall 

t be hid from mine eyes. The ranſom 
which he here engages to pay for liis, he 
paid, as their ſurety, and he daily applies it 
to chem, as their Suviöur. Upon Huoting this 
promile, end finding by faitli che happy ful- 
fillment of it, mark how the apoſtle rejoices 
with the Corinthians in the wear view of 
| Satt“ O death, where is thy ſting? Q 
„ grave, where 4s thy victory? The ſting of 
death is ſin, and tlie frrength of fin is the 

&« Jaw :'biit- thanks be to God; who giveth 
„ us'the vidtery chrough Jeſus Chriſt our 
10 Lord.” O thou mòſt plorious:conqueror, 

almighey Jeſus,” eternal thanks be to tbee, 
that The law cannot. accuſe, ſin cannot con- 
demn, death cannot ſting thy redeemed. 
Thou haſt premiſed to make them happy 


in death, and faithful is thy word. The be- 
loved John 1 is one of thy witneſſes I heard 


% "voice from heaven ſaying unto me, 
Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
Tr, iche Lord: Write it for the uſe of my 
_ Uifeſples, chat it may be the ground of their 
faith when they come to die: I promiſe to 
make them bleſſed in their death: being 1 
nie,” members under me their head, and 
Ude 18 the Lord, they ſhallidie 1d the 
Bord: they Thall have en in me, and 


| communion. 06, "when: che aue ching the 
b 53 4197-0 | 2 hour 


* 
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hour ok death, the time of their diſſolution 
ſtall be a ſeaſon of great bleſſedneſs: they 
| ſhall have my preſence in the laſt moments : 
Iwill walk with them through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, and they ſhall fear no 
evil; my rod and my ſtaff ſnall then comfort 
tkhem. Omy God, make thy word good. 
Sweet Jeſus, write this promiſe upon my 
heart. O help me to mix faith with it, 
ttlat when mine appointed time is come, 1 
map experience the bleſſedneſs of dying in 


the Lord. I wait for the time, it is not far 


off. O keep the; Jeſus; till that hour. Keep 
me, ſeſus, in that hour- Save me . 
life and death, and bleſs me with thine etet - 
nal ſalvation. Hear, nee, for wy mer- 
cies ſake.” Amen. 3 8 
Meditate, O my al, apps OY biet. 
Conſider, how great, bow many they are. 
Conſider alſo thine unworthineſs: Thou art 
leſs thän the leaſt of them. And yet God 
has ſet his love upon thee, and has given 
thee the greateſt of them. He has called 
thee to the knowledge of his love in Jeſus, 
aid has ſhed it abroad in thy heart. He has 
ſet thee in the way that leads to the eternal 
etoyment of his love, has promiſed to Keep 
_ thee all the way, and to bleſs thee at he 
end of it. He wiſl make thee bleſſed. i in death, 
and bleſſed for ever more. Hitherto thou haſt 
found him . Not one good Wn 
Vor. II. 55 1 e, 
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thou di | 


5 wait for at his hands Review all his deal - 


ings with thee, and ſee what infinite mercy 
there. was in them., He made thy walk 
proſperous, thy warfare ſucceſsful, thy croſ- 
| 95 ſanctified. Thou haſt not taken - falſe. 
ſtep, but when thou waſt not living by the 
5 faith of the Son of God. O truſt him then, 
and be not afraid. His love has brought. 
8 thus tar: 4 He has led 1071 in 1 5 1 


R 


er not to wo 3 —— Aang into e 
grave. He has Promiſed —* 1 will be wi ch 
_ *"thee,? and wherever he i is, there is heaven. 
He is with his dying friends, and they are 
bleſſed indeed. They die in 9 rad live 
by faith in death and as ſoon as faith ceaſes, 
they live with their God for ever. The bo- 
dy Falls aſleep, and reſts ſafely. till —— — igh 
ing of the reſurrection. The ſoul in a mo- 
ment enters into the joy of its Lord—a joy 
like his- pure and holy a fulneſs of joy 
e ſenſe has its proper object — enjoys it 
Hand is ſatisfied for ever. O what will the. 
heart feel in this bleſſedneſs! What: acknow-. N 
ledgments will it make to God and the 
lamb. To praiſe him for the 6. — ie. 
his. grace in bringing · to that glory. , 
the HAPPY n of . 


Km 


Re noe” 


wh 


Loan 


| him as he is in his divine majeſty, i is heaven, 


For: how great communications | of his loy. 

the being ever wit Him, And ever like him, 

will make the ſou! 22 We .cantiot | per- 
| feQly. conceive. "The ei! ity. art at prefent 
too high and heavenly, even for 

I faith. we ſometimes have a little glimpſe 


the glory to be revealed, and it eclipſes 


gl. the. grandeur of the World. There are 


appy moments, when: $a are permitted e 8 


| behold'the king in his Beauty, when he dif- 

5 his matchleſs 1 . and gives us 
a taſte of the, heayenly fealt* at ſuch bleſſed 
| ſeaſons the, foul. is bowed down and humbled 
to the duſt, adoring the infinite mercy and 
goodneſs of. God. If there be ſo much of 


; heaven: intheſe manifeſtations, of divine 95 


what muſt the full eſjoyment be 9 W 
ſuppoſe a happy ſoul,, entered i int 
meditating upon the grace, . 
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Bleſſing and thanks Wii e be 
unto 5 Son and Spirit, through whoſe 


it to that glory 


ſovereign grace I was choſen io this bleſſed- 


neſs, and am now brought to the perfect 
and everlaſting enjoyment of it. This 
communion with the Godhead through 
Jeſus is as far beyond my former 
thoughts of it, as the heaven is above the 
earth. How great is his goodneſs, and 
one great is 1 beauty, that the moſt 
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high and holy one would thus commu- 
nicate his love unto ſinful. creatures. Glory 
be to thee, holy Father, for the predeſtina- 
ting me to the adoption of children, and for 
the free gift of the heavenly inheritance. 
Glory be to thee, incarnate Jehoyah, for thy 
covenant - undertakings for me, 'for thy 
life, death and complete ſalvation. I wor- 
ſhip thee, I glorify thee, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt, for quickening me, for teaching 
me and enabling me through believing in 
Jeſus to experience the love of the Father, 
and for bringing me to enjoy his endleſs 
bleſſings. Surely the goodneſs and mercy 
of the holy Trinity have followed me all 
the days of my life, were with me wen 
. walked, thro* the valley of the ſhadow of 
death; and are now my moſt bleſſed portion 
in thehopſe of the Lord. I am made a 
pillar if ie temple of my God, and am 
to go no more out. O what exceeding riches 
of grace are theſe! What has God done for 
me! Angels, and brethren, help me to praiſe. 
My debt is immenſe. No ſaved ſinner can 
owe him more. It is growing every mo- 
ment. My praiſes pay none of it. With 
my thankful heart, and it is all thankfulneſs, 
I only acknowledge his infinite goodneſs, 
and own myſelf his eternal debtor. Bleſſing 
and honour and glory and power be 1 5 ; 
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him that fitteth upon the throne, and to, the | 
Nun for erer. & {6 tl: 2 
Reader, art thou in the way which 1045 
to this glory? If not, may the Lord be mer- 

_ ciful unto thee, and bring thee: unto it. 

If chou art ſeeking to be ſet right in it: 
Remember Jeſus is THE way: May his 
gobd Spirit enable thee to believe in his 
word a work to the ſaving of thy foul. 

If thou art in * way, and haſt com- 
munion- with the Father thro? faith in the 
atonement and righteouſneſs. of his Son, art 
thou maintaining it in thy daily walk, and 
improving it in every duty? And: art thou 
ging on ahy way rejoicing in God? If thou 

art forrowing for outward croſſes, or bur- 
dened with mward conflicts, canſt thou ne 
vertheleſs find. joy and peace in believing? 
Doſt thou march on, victorious in thy War- 
fare, keeping up communion with God a- 


geainſt all the ee ſpiritual ĩene- 
mies p And is thy faith oſtabliſhed upon the 


faichfulneſs of God, that he will carry on his 
din work in thee unto the day of the Lord 
Jeſus? In this faith art theu now living? 

And in this faith doſt thou hope to die? 

Has God indeed done theſe wonders for 
thee? O bleſs him then wich me, and let 
us magnify his name together: Be thou e- 
alted, Lord, in us, and by us. Every day 
| en * * into nearer and holler 
5 955 E13 com- 
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Xe en with ther. We deſire t 


ing 


Fe more like thee, and to ſhew forth more of 
1 thy lovely image before men. O help us to 


praiſe thee' better with our lips and lives. — 
the communion of the . We would 
communicate more by faith with the Son in 
his ſalvation; and with the Father. in his love. 
O holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, in this 
divine fellowſhip we hope to find our hea- 


ven upon earth: Let it be gro ing and in- 


12 creaſing, helped forward by all means, and 
if it pleaſe 22 by theſe volumes: Make 
them, Lord, the n under thee of 


| leading-thy people into the right vays and 
EF: of Ri thy peophs 
3 reading of them with the teaching of thy ſpi- 


mim it. Accompany the 


_ - Tit, and to the advancement of thy glory. 1 
Preſent the books unto thee, ever glorious 


mer- 


public acknowledgment for in 


dies. In thy great compaſſion overlook: the 


faults: of them: what is agreeable to ſcrip- 


ture is thine 'own; Make uſe of it to thy 
my tongue and pen, all I have and am to 


| praiſe, I devote myſelf, my body, 
upon myſelf, 


thy ſervice.” I would not look 
a any longer mine own; but being bought 


4 with a price, I would glorify thee in the uſe 
oft all thy gifts and graces,” With thee 
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10us 
Jeſus, and lay them RE feet. Thou know- 

et my heart: accept t em gracioufty, as 
: imad 


Th 
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1 3 to * Through thee I expe ſoon 


5 eee perfect communion With the Father, 


and the Spirit: Therefore into thy hands 1 


- commend myſelf. Keep me in the right w 
. Guide me to the end of it, that I may Pare 


my courſe with joy, and join thy redeemed 
in giving to thee with the Father and the 
Spirit, the three in one Jehovah, equal and 


_ eveflaſting praiſe. Hear, Lord, and anſwer. 
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, Goſpel, preached at St. Dunſtan's 
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